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ADVERTISEMENT. 

JL Have collcaed the Speeches of Mr. Wilkes 
jn the prefent Houfe of Comaions from news- 
papers and oral tradition for two reafons. The 
firft is, they contain, in my opinion, many bold 
truths, efpecially refpe£ling America^ which are 
of importance, and in this convenient form 
they will be found more ufeful. The other 
reafon is, if that gentleman fhould ever fwerve 
from the great line of public duty, and declared 
attachment to the people, which he has often 
pledged himfelf to purfue through life, the 
mod general infamy, may overtake him, and 
punifli his apoftacy. 

The Protefts of the Lords on the fame fub- 
jeft with fome of the Speeches I thought would 
be acceptable to the political reader. 

Some Notes are added, chiefly by way of il- 
luftrationi for which I am anfwerable. 

THE EDITOR. 
London, July 9, 1777, 

Vol. L B Votes 
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Votes of Jairnary 26, 177$. 

^A motion was made, and the quefticm being pro- 
pofed, *^ That the Chaplain to this Houfe do 
*' preach before this Houfe, at St. Margaret's, 
^ Weftminfter, upon Monday next the thir" 
^ tuth day of this kiftant January^ he,** 

JL H £ Lord Mayor, Mr. IFilkes^ faid, that 
|he was for the oUervance cf . x\^ Jay, not in 
<he ufual manner by faffing and prayer, to de- 
|}recate the pretended wrath of heaven, but 
in a very different way from what fome other 
^gendemen bad propoTed ; that it fltoafd \ft ce- 
lebrated as a fellival, as a -day of triumph, oot 
Jcept AS a faft ^ that the death of the firilCharfes, 
41 determined eitenhy of the liberties of liis 
country, who made war on bis people, and 
murdered maitirthouranda of hti innooent fah* 
jt6bf tfl odiotts^ hyppcritkal tyranty who was, 
S a t« 
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ill the great *M!/ton*s words, ipfo Nerone fiersnior^ 
fhoulJ be confidered as a facrifice to the public 
juftice of the nation, as highly approved by- 
heaven, and ought to be bad in folemn remem- 
brance as the molt glorious deed ever done in 
this, or any country, without which we ihould 
at i!his hour have had no conftitution, degene- 
rated into the moil ahje£)r (laves on.tjie face of 
the earth, not governed by the known and equal 
la\ys of a limited monarchy, but fubje£t to &c 
imperious will of an arbitrary fovereign. 

Votes of Feb. i, 1775. 
A motion was made, ajnd the queftion being put, 
*' That leave be given to bring in a bill for 
** fliortcning the duration of parliaments^ 
&c." ' ' •" • 

The Lord Mayor, Mr. If^dkes^ faid, that 
the queftion now befoire the houfe had been fo 

fr^ 

* Jn another place Milton fays, Eani anijmi magnitu- 
dinem vobis, 6 elves, injecit Deus, ut devi5lum armls 
veftris fet At6^X\t^\xt%Yc.gtm judicio inclyto ]vid\czvty et 
^ondemnatum punirc, primi mortalium non dubicaretit. 
Poft hoc facinus tarn illufire nihil humlle aut anguftun^^ 
nihil non magnum atque excelfum, etcogitare etfacere 
debeti8....amore lihertatis/juftitiie, honefiaitis, patrife 
denique caritate accenfo8> tyrannumpuniiffe* 

Joannis Miltoni, Angli, pro pojpuji^ 
Anglican© defenlio. 
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frequently rand fo ably fpokcn to by the h<^: 
nburable gentlemaii*, who made the motion , 
and that it was in general foperfeflly well .un- 
derftood, that^he fliould trouble thchoufe with 
few words on that occafion, and that he rbfe 
chiefly to return the v/orthy member thanks 
for this truly patriotic endeavour, and noble 
pcrfeverance in a bufmefs of fuch importance. 
He added, Frequent Parliaments, Mr. Speaker, 
are the ancient conftitution of England, and 
the right of the people to them arifes from the 
nature of all delegated power, and the neccf- 
fyy of a controul. If a reprefentaiive in the 
firft feflion of a parliament a£ls contrary to the 
duty of the truft repofed in him, is it fit thnc 
bis conftituents (hould be compelled to wait till 
the end of a tedious period of feven years b<?fore 
they can have an opportunity of depriving him 
of a power, which he fo early abufed? I think 
the cafe now mentioned acSualTy cxifts in the 
very dawn of this new parliament. Several 
gentlemen have talked of the lad parliament '\t\ 
the terms of reproach and indignation, which 
that profligate aflembly moft juftiy merited. I 
fcar, fir, the prefent parlian-vent are treading in 
' B 2 . the 

• Mr. Alderman SanjohridgCy Member for Lornfotu 
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the fame ftcps, wbkh condoftcJ thtirmm^ 
d»atc predecefibn to the utter hatred of the na* 
tfon. They fefcm to advance with giant ftrides- 
to a iike^eieftsttiofi from this age, and from alt 
pofterity. The people without doors, efpcci- 
»]\y in the eaphalf make no ferupleto affimt 
that the majorkj of this hosfe have even thor 
early, in one great mflancr, aAcd contrary to^ 
the pfain doty, which they owe to their coun- 
try, and to the facred truft repofed in them,,* 
I allttde, fir, to the contempt fiiewn of the 
Petition^ of io refpcaablc a body as the Mer^ 
chants of the city of London trading to North Ami* 
rica. This the majority have done in defiance* 
of all decency, and of the great principles of the 
conftittttioii. I am forry to obferre, that the 
ahrmis already become general, that from this 

early 

.. <L k ' ■■ ■ J. ' J ' ■■■ ^. ' ' " 

t The jf^rM// petition, of t|ie JMerchants, Traders, 
and others of the City of London^ prefeated by Mr. ' 
Alderman Dsyfey^ Member for Londoi), to the Hooft^ 
of Commons, Jan. %^^ 1775,' ftalei, ** that by the rt^ 
** iblutipn to v'hicb tbe houft hath cone, refpe^Hng 
•' the reference of their fa id petition,' [the /i^ ^etr- 
** tion of Jan. 13, 1^77 j,] they are abfolutely prc- 
'^ eluded from the benefit oijuch a hearings in fvppoFt 
** of their faid petition, as fan alone procure tbem that 
'< teliefy ^lf[\ch ^ importance and prcient deplorable 
•* Hale of ihek: tfafle re q«ire^7 . . • 
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early abufe of their truft, the delegated pMrerr^ 
which the fame men have fo lately received 
for the fecurity and prefervation of the rights 
of thdr conftituents, will be employed through 
a courfe of the next (even years for thefr de« 
ftru&ionVan^ that of our fellow- fubje£ls lit' 
Ammcaf unlefs' the excellent motion of the 
honourable gentleman ihould arreft them in' 
their career/ 

A new argument, fir, in favour of the mo- 
tion in your hand feems at this time to arife 
from the nature of moft of the Pttiuom com- 
plaining of undue eiefiions, ^hictt' hlfye'Been 
prefented to us in this iirft feffion ofthe parlia*- 
ment. The general complaint is that of bribery 
and corruption. Short parliaments, fir, if they 
did not totally eradicate this moil pern icijo^us 
pra'dice, muft jieceflarily diminifli the evil in 
no final! degree, fiy the frequent return of 
appeals to the people, the public money in the 
miniAer*s hands would not be found always 
adequate to the crobked counfels of an infidious 
court, nor to a determined purpofe of regularly 
counteraOing tfaewifliesof a mtion. The 
floodgates of the treafury, however widely 
opened, woul&';.pn fitch repeated occafions 
B 4 fcarcely 
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fcarcely afford torrents copious and impetadu» 
enough to carry away all fenfe of duty to the 
conftitution, all regard to the laws and liberties 
cf the country. If this houfe were elefted for 
a * JJjort term only, a commerce of corruption 
between the minifter and the rcprefentative 
could not grow up to acquire the ftrength and 
confiftency, which is given by a period of 
U\tn years fecurity and independency on the 
power, by which we were created. 

I beg 

• TbeHoufeof Commons— was confidcrcd as a con- 
troul, ifluing immediately from the people, Trnd/peeiii" 
ly to be refolved into the mafs from whence it arofe. 
Thoughts on the caufe of the prel«nt dii'contents. 
Svo edition^ page 66. .• 

If the pcrfons to whom the truft of gorernment is 
committed hold their places for Jbort terms j if they 
are chofen by the unbiafled voices of a majority of the 
Ikate, and fubjedk to their infiruflicms ^ liberty w'rll he 
enjoyed in its higbeft degree. But if they are chofen 
for long terms by % part only of the ftate \ and if dur- 
ing that term they are fQbje€t to no controul from their 
cenftituents } the very idea of liberty will be loft, and 
the power of chufing reprefentatives becomes nothing 
but a power, lodged in ayicoy, to chufe at certain pe- 
riods, tr body of mafiers for tbcmfelves and for the reft 
of the comipunity. 

Dr. Price's obfervatioiis on Civil Liberty, 
fifth edition, p. to. 
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Ibeg the' indulgence of the hdufe,' fir, for 
only one mo^e fliorr obfervation. This motion 
ftrikes me 29 a kind of parliamentary teft, 
which brings every thing home to our con- 
fciences. It cannot fail of meeting in- th^s 
houfe*the firpport of alt the true friends- of the 
ancient conflitotion of Engkind, of all, who 
mean to a<Sl: honeftly, far they ran no rifque. 
They are fiirc of the applaafe, and free choice 
©f their conftituents, on every frclh appeal. 
The venal and interefted j ally who think light- 
ly of their tics and obligations to their maflers, 
and do not hold themfelve^ bound to hear and 
redrefs the injuries of the nation they repre- 
fent, but are regardleis of the fifeelings f of 

the 

t The virtue, fpirit and cffcnce of a Houfe of Com- 
mons con fills in its being the exprcfs image of the feed- 
ings of the iiatiott. Inot 0/ 5.58 gentlemen met in &t. 
Stephen's Chapel. 1 

Thoughts on the caufc of the prefent 
DifcontentSy p. 67. 
Many in all ages, and fometimes the whole hody of 
the Commons, have refufcd ta give their opinion in 
fome cafes, till they had confuticd with ihof'e that feu t 
them : the houles b:ivc been often adjourned to give 
them time to do it ; and if this wcje done more fre- 
qucntly, or that the towns, cities, and counties, had 
on Ibme occafions given injlru^hns to ihcir deputies* 

matters 
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the pebplcy intent cmly <xi the jMiWcf ptufiftltr ^ 
all thefe have their terrors^ and certainly not 
ill-groundedt on the firft fuggeftion of an ap« 
peal, to their conftituents. From Aich men onljr 
an oppofition to this motion is to be expcded* 
The reprefentative, who is confcious of having 
merited well of bis eonftituentSt will always 
rejoice at the opportunity of applying for fre* 
quent proofs of their regard and truft, will defire, 
will earneftly folicit, this appeal^ while the man* 
who has aded contrary to the clear didates of 
his duty, and betrayed his traft^ will naturally 
dread every fuch occafion, wiH tremble even 
,atsthe diftant view of the fpirited indignation^ 
with which' he would berejefied. A guilty 
mind, fir, frequently braves the filent reproaches 
of a wounded confcience, but can feldom bear 
up againft that puhltc ^contempt and infamy^ 
which I truft will always piirfue parliamentary 
.proftitution. 

Votes 

matters would probably have gone better in parliament 
than they have often (done. . ^ 

Algernon Sydney^ 4to ed« of 1763, p. 414* 
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Votes of Feb. 6. 1775. 

Refolvedy That it is the opinion of thfy 
Committee, ^ That. an humble Addrefi be 
^' pretented to Hi$ Majefty, to return His 
^^ Majefty our moft humble thanks, for having 
*' been gracioufly pleafed to communicate to 
** this Houfe, the feveral papers relating to the^ 
** prcfcnt ftateof the Britijh Colonies in America^ 
** which, by His MajeQy's commands, have 
*' been laid before this Hoitfe, and from which, 
^* after taking them into our moft ferious con. 
*< fideration, we find, that a part of His Ma- 
•* jefty's fubjefls in the province of /A/ Majfa^ 
^^ chuftCs Bay have proceeded fo far to refift 
** the authority of the fuprcme legiflature, that 
** a rebellion at this time actually exifts with- 
** in the faid province-*— that wc beg leave^ 
** in the moft folemn manner, to afiure Hi$ 
" Majefty, that it is our fixed refolution, a(j 
*^ the hazard of our lives and properties, tQ 
*• ftand by His M^efty^ againft all reioUious 
** attempts, in the maintenance of the jufl; 
"rights of His Majefty and the Two Houfci 
« of ParliameiJt/* . ', 

And 
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And a motion was made, and the queftioft 
put, '* That the faid refolution be re-com- 
« mitted." ^ ... 

The Lord Mayor, Mr. IVilkes^ faid, 

Mr. Speaker, 

The bufinefs before the Houfe, in its full exr- 
tcnt refpeiSing the Britijh Colonies in America^ is 
of as great importance as was ever debated in 
parliament. It comprehends almoft every quefti- 
on relative to the common rights of mankind, 
almoft every queftion of policy and legiflation. I 
do not mean to enter into fo vaft, (b well- trodden 
a field, I will confine myfelf to the immediate 
bufinefs of this day. The Jddrefs now reported 
from the committee of the whole Houfe ap- 
pears to me unfounded, rafli, and fanguinary. 
It draws the fword unjuftly againft America ; 
But before adminiftration are fufFeredto plunge 
the nation into the horrors of a civil war, be- 
fore they are permitted to force Englifhmen.to 
ftcathe their fwords in the bowels of their 
fellow- fubjccls, I hope this Houfe will fcrioufly 
weigh the original ground and caufe of this 
unhappy difpute, and in time refleit whether 

jttjiiu 
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jvfiice'^ is on our fide, and gives a.£ui£bion tf^ 
$kt intended hoftile proceedings. TfaeaiTum^^ 
«d right of taxation withcut thitconfint of the 
4ubje£l is plainly the primary caufe< of the 
j>re(ent quarrel. Have we then, fir, aiiy right 
4o tax the Americans ? That is the gr^t inipor*' 
tant .queftton. .Th? Auidamental laws of hu- 
man nature, and the [principles of the Englifh 
cpn(litu,tion, are equally repugna^it to the 
xls^ni. TJae very idea of ^^ra^^r/y. excludes the 
Tight of another's taking any thing from me 
.wichoiit myconfent, otherwife I cannot call it 
my own. No tcrmrc can he fo precarious as 
•the will of another. What property have I 
in what another perfon can feize at his pleat- 

fure? 

• The enquiry, whether the war with the Colonies 
Js a juft war, 'vfWl be beft determined by ftating the 
power over them^ which it is the end of the wj^ to 
maintain : And this cannot be better done;, than in the 
^^ords of an A^ «f Parliament, mad^ on ^purpofe to 
define it. That Aa, [paffed in 1766] it is well 
known, declares. That '< this kingdom has power» 
<^ and of right ought to have power to make la^s und 
y ftatntes to bind the colonies, and people of America^ 

** m all cafes ivkatsver.^' Dreadful povver indeed t 

I defy any one to exprefs flayery in ftrojager language* 
It is the fame with declaring, ** that w.e have a right 
A* to do with them what we pleafe/* 

Pr . Price's Obfervjrtipns xto Civil iibcrty, p; 34* 
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#nc? If inif part of ny property is AitjeS fo 
^ttt difcsctionsfy poircr of MhciSy the taUk 
mnj be b Kkewife. If w^ en tix the Aiiie»i 
Tkam widKiut dwir cooibit, liMqr hsvc n^ 
yty e iiy^ nothing they can call their own wkh 
cntaiaty, Ibr we might by Tioknoe take tMs 
whok as wdl aa the part. The'woidt fffar^ 
Md pr$ptrtf^ (b dear Co «i En^^iifaiiian, t^ 
pleafihg in our ^ears, wouU become a cruel 
toockeiy, an inliik to an American.' Th6 
laws of fociety are ptofeAdly calculated to fe^ 
care the propoty t>f cack'individttal, of every 
ftibjeft of the ftate. This point is no Ids 
clearly determined by the great principles of 
that happy conftitutibn, under which we lift^. 
AH fubildies to the crown have always been 
confidereci, aod exprefsly declared, to.be grants 
from die Commons of the redm, free gifts 
from the people. Their full confent is ftatf- 
ed in the pnmt.^. Much has4)een faid of 

th^ 

. 11 I ■ ^ ■ ■ ■■■ I ■ ■ 

♦ The pwpmble ^ die Aft psftd'iii the yew 1^75^ 
di. 4«« intitledy ** An KB. fnr ghuiting to His Ma- 
** jefty a cettain iinii tn money onttv'die SiifkingFvtauy 
*' and ibr spplying certadn monies therein mentionejl 
*< for the fbfvlce «f the year 1^75 $ and for further 
ff lypropriadi^ the liipphb ^laatsd in tliis fdfiotf fk 
' ' * 1* par* 
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tkt P^Iatinite of Qbefter^aad die Principililjr of 
Wales, und tbe period of their taxatioti | but^ 
fir, tho^is a more remarkable cafe in pointy 
which ahmc would determine cbii queftioflu 
If ge ntl e me n will feaicb die Records in the 
Towor, and tbe Chapel of the Rolk) tb^ 
will find that die town of Calaie in Frtnce, 
when it hehmged to the impcfial crown ^ tbie 
jrealmt was not taxed till it lent a reprefenta* 
tive to pariiament. A Thomas FmUr adually 
fat and voted in this Houie as a biurgeft of the 
town of Calatl. From that period, and not 
til! then, was Calais taxed. The Writ out of 
Chancery, and tb^ Rxtwrn ia tbe reign of 
Edward VI. are ftiU eirtant. I faithfully gave 
them to the public from attefted copies.* 

^ _^ \ : " It 

** parlfameot/* is in ^he foltowmg wordsit **^> ywr 
*' MajeJIfs mofi 4tttjfnl and k)fal fuiji^tf the CammMj 
*^ of Great Britain, in Par/iamemt aJfembUd^ towards 
" rajfing the Moctjary fuppUes, which ive haa/e chfar^ 
"futfy GRANTED tojfour Majify in tbisfejion of pfiT" 
*< Uament, tatfo rrfolvjedto gi*ui and <5RA>iT tojfowr 
*' Mnieflj thefnm heron after mentiomd, &€. ^^." 

•RcMaiHimmtwnrwliMHnto de Aaoo ftc|piitqri» 

Bdwwnii jSfxli pmio« 
^wardtts Scxtuf dri gratia An^ FfWKue k Rk 

' *. ns 
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It will, I. forefcc, fir, be objc£led. Is Ame- 
inca then to enjoy the proteilion of Great 
Britain, and to contribute nothing to the fup- 
.port of that parent ftate, which has fo long af- 
forded it fafety and fecurity, which has carefully 
and tenderly nurfed it to thts hour of its prefent 
ftrengthand greatnofs? The. Americans them- 
felves have givjen the fulleft anfwer to this ob- 
jection 

nae & Hiberm« rupremum caput, dile^lis 8c fidelibus 
fub]ie6lis (ieputato & confilio villae Aiae Califiae falutem. 
Qijia de aviramento & affenfu confilii fui pro quibufdam 
arduis ^ iMrgentibus negotils, nos iHtum Sc defenfio- 
nem regrii noftri Angliae & ecclefise Anglicanse con- 
cernimejitibus qvioddam parliamentum nofirum apud 
civitatcra noftrani Weftmonafterienfem quarto die No- 
vcmbris procedditis teneri ordinavimus, Sc ibidem cum 
prelatis Magnatibus & preliberis di6li rcgni nolbi 
colloquium tenere 8c tra£latum, vobis Mandamus fir- 
miter iri jungentes quod immediate poft receptioneiri 
hujus brevis noftri nominari & elegi facietis unum ho- 
jiorabilem 8c diicretiim inhabitantem intra viilam nof- 
tram predi6lam ad aflendendum Burgenfem pro parlia- 
.mento noftjFo predidlo pro villa predl£la & Marchiis 
^ejufdem, pro negociis in eodem parliamento agendis 
juxta formam cujufdem 'a6lus in parliamento domini 
Henrici nuper regis Angiiar odlavi^ nuper patris noftri 
{>ercari(nmi, apud Londinum predi^lo die Novembm 
anno regni fui vicefimo primo 8c exinde per diverfas 
j>rorogationes ufquc Weftmonafterium quarto die Fe- 
bruarii aano regni fui vicefimo feptimo adjornato ^ 

tunc 
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j«£liQp in a manner not to be controverted, by 
their condu<5t through a long feries of years, 
and by the mod explicit declarations. Equal- 
Jy in words and aftions, of the moft unequi- 
vocal nature, they have demonftrated their 
iove, their ardour, their ftrong filial piety to- 
VoL. I. C • . wards 

tunc edito ic poftea vis, eumque ad di6U>s diem & 
locum venire facietis. Ita quod idem Burgeniis pie- 
nam & i'ufficientem poteftatem pro fe ic communirate 
-villae & Marchiarum predi£larum habeat ad faciendum 
•& conientiendura iis quae tunc ibidem de eo confiiio 
di£li regni noftri favente Deo contigerint ordinari 
fubter nego«iif antedi^is* Ita quod per defe£lu po- 
teftatis hujufmodi fcripturae, improvidam ele6lioneni 
Burg^nfis predial i di^a negocia infra ncn remanennt 
<}uovis modo} & cum elc^lionem Zc nominationem illam 
fic faceretisy ilJas nobis in Cancellariam noftram dif- 
tin6le cc apte Tub figiliis veftris ad diflos diem 5; locum 
debite certificetify indilate remittenter nobis hoc breve 
una cum retornamentonominis ejufdem Burgenfis di^b 
l^revi coniuto. Tefte meipfo apud Weftmonafterium 
ieciindo die.Augudi anno regni noftri primo. 

This if a true copy of the original record remaining 
in the chapel of the Rolls, having been examined. 

Hkn. R00KE4 Cleilc of the Rolls, 

Excellentiflimo . Sc metuendiflimo domino noftro 
ISdwardo Sexto Dei gratia Anglise Francis & Hiber* 
Tiia? Regi fidei deferifori & interea fupi'emo capiti An- 
giicanae k Hibernic^ ecclefiae, Nos veftri humiles 

Major 
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wamis thc'mothcr country. They have always 
appeared ready, not only to contribute towards 
the e-xpcnces of their own government, but 
like wife tp the wants and oeceflities of this 

flate, 

IMajor Burgenfes Sc liberi homines communitatis Vi]]» 
^cftrar Cali£«' benign idinio modo quo pdtitrimus ^atise 
veftrae ffrtifieamus, qirtfJ-vinmchonaflbiHs ^evij 
•vefti i 'defmntrKiwico parlif m«nti wnffr Hobi^ dircfli ?& 
<ftlitJcrati cut ifttfdretonwmentum «rtwrum»dl.«B»f€ic- 
\\m, per*?rcBft*m*& rofifT?nf««i 'tim'»s Oemitatis viliae 
vefti^ Ca1fii»prWf6be ■& 'Mardhkft-um fJuMeKi^ntTm 
liominem ^ c heifer tbxjs Srdifcittiofitms -vithe ^vcftrae 
Califiat pr^dhftae flegi'fecimusj'vfd^HcctThemanf Fow- 
ler diS^ae villas Wftr«.|ptfnerDfmn'ad'a(ftmfeirchim'Biir- 
^cnfem ad paniamentmii'YrttFuTit prediiftoinad Biwn'& 
locum in prcdiiKlobrcvl Yftftro^/pccifiicamm, qiii-flfii?<tem 
Burgenfis plenam & lufflcifirttLm'pOteftatWTi proff& 
tota comitate villa veftr« Califiir predift* '& Mardifa- 
rum. ejutdem habct ad faciendtrm *8c cotSfefltieiiddm 
iiiiqae tunc & ibidem de'Ccmmuni^Cottfilio veftro Dep 
favente contigexint ordinaii, proiit bre"^e vHIam prc- 
diftam in'fe exigit & requirit. In quorum premfflbrum 
tcftimonium ilos prcdrifti virihumile* "Major" Burgenfes 
.& UbcriVhdnriires ccfmnmrtttatw vBte Tdh« Caii€x prc- 
di£t« tc March?ai.tmi ejuj^tem SigiHtkm 'Mjijoratdr^s 
•Olficir*Vi11atf*ith*CatifiK predlftae prefentibus feci- 
mus apponi. Datum vicefimo die O^lbbris anno regni 
^atiae vcftra primo. 

This 4S.a true^Cppy of tkeoi-lgiiial r«aord remainipgr 
Ji/ytHnB Clntpel of -the J^oLLs, haviyig betn examined. 

Hen. RooKE, Clerk of the RoTIu 
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.foii4 of ^11 the ptcouii) ^KpmCi^ trappings of 
jK^TkltY. In the :two kft wsiw 5Pr*rth FrjirioB 
lihey .&r iQxcceded fhe cold line of .prudence. 
^With thertncA Jifaeral bcdxia they chearftilly 
-Sikve^u:ncstfly their all, 4iadxbey fcuigbc gal- 
«]4ntl)raiid.syii9:orioufly by your fide^^wkiv equal 
.v»lQur, ^gawfi pur w»l itbck qnoroy^^thc coin- 
•mon CD^m.y of the Jibecties ;of Jiurope -and 
. Amcf ica> tbe.an^bitionssfaithl^fsiFjreneh, wbon 
4I0W wetfuHT iai^ flatter. Qur 'Jpurnals, -ftr* 
*vil1 bear .witnc& to the gcatefjil ienfe we had 
\^f the mporusit .fcrvices of lOur ibrechran in 
Amerka>rbytbe.gr€4t films we (hallifind voted 
.IP be rep^d (hetn for whdt th^yexpendedintbe 
iplrited>w$u'l^erexp«4itiofi^., wjbicb Aey.carried 
.<;hfough with equal ^aurage ioA comlaft* The 
ififtge:aivl:^pture ^ 2l4Mifl>ttrgb, fhe various 
if^^c^f^fpl .openiltom ^g^inft .tsbe generaUfoe, 
imthp^C th^,^aft:kiiow)fidge, much lefs parti- 
<<ripsilio05 .Qnovr^p^rt^ sje tbegiUeft. proofs of 
ti^ 'W»r»* afibSioii of thpir brads to this 
r^ountry, and of their readinefs to bear more 
.thau ^eir (harr -of .the f uUi c «4xpattae and 
^burthen, fiti ty fir, ihewhole W9S» the gift of free- 
men, QUrWlow-fabjcdls, ^pfcd that they are, 
C z who 
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who know they have a right to be, as free am 
ourfelves. What is their language even now, 
at a moment when you arc planning their dc- 
flrudion, when you arc branding them with 
the odious appellation of rshls? In the late 
Pititien of the C^ngreft to the King they de- 
clare, they are ready and willing^ as they ever 
have heen^ when cenjlitutionally required^ to de^ 
nxenftrate their Icyalty to his Majefly,^ by exerting 
their mnjl Jlrenvous efforts in granting fuppUes 
and raijing forces. 1 his ii the unanimous re- 
iblution of a Congrefs^ compofed of Deputies 
from the feveral colonies of New Hani pfli ire, 
MaiTachufet's Bay, Rhode Ijland and Provi* 
dence Plantations, Connecticut, New- York, 
New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the counties of New- 
caftle, Kent, and Suflcx on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia and the two Carolinas. I have 
heard, fir, of apian of accommodation, which 
1 believe would reconcile all diiFerences. But 
alas \ fir^ it ^oes not come from any fervant 
of the crown. It comes from the *hoble Lord, 

fo 

• The Earl of Chatham. In the houfe of Lords 
on th^ 30th of May 1777 Earl Gower, Lord Prei^dent 
of the Council, with that mild} winning air of mo- 

defty 
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€0 whom this country has the moft efienttal 
obligations, to whom it is (o highly indebted 
for its laie fplendor and glory. The plan is to 
aflemble another Congrefs in the.fpring, the 
parliament of Great Britain, and the depu- 
ties of the feveral colonies to meet together^ 
jointly empowered to regulate the various, 
quotas to be paid by each province to the ge- 
C 3 neral 

dcfty and roceknefs, which cbara6lm(e the Bedford 
fcbool, de(;larcd, that *<h« miift af&im, no public 
*« notice whatever by any roau, or body of nwn, by 
** any Affcmbly, or Congrcfs, by any printed Ameri- 
** can ncwfpaper, or pamphlet, had been taken of 
*' Lord Chatham^s plan of reconciliation between Great 
*' Britain and ber Colonies, that it funic immediately 
'* into abfolnte oblivian, for not even a bint was 
** thrown out on the other fuie the water coraplain*pg 
** that the piopdfition was reje£ked, or acknowledging^ 
«< that if ths Bill had palTed into a law, jt would have 
*\ produced a reconciliation^ or that it ci[>ntained even 
f the outlines of a fit accommodation, or any thing to^ . 
** proceed upon, at^d therefore he was plainly right in. 
<« giving his vote againft the noble EarPs proportion, 
<^and the Bill that accompanied it, two years ago.'^ 
Tbe words were taken with great exa^nefs. The 
Duke of Grafton beard them, and anfwered many 
Darts of L«rd Gower^sfpecch } but, whether from ig» 
Borance, or malice to Lord Chatham, I do not Jeter- 
mine> his Grace was dlent oa the plan of rcconcilia- 

tien. 
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ill seAliQofi tto^ that piimi pnqi)sfe^ that a regim 
hciMiy«naiifaii< to wbata&BttHy't«tklu{pl!aoerwitto 
i^t& to Scddand^ be a4o]^d>a^ to* Airitsrca^. 
The ^n»(MrtiM of esidi c^ny' Hfigbr to fet^ 
rii5d accH^rdinrgf tile laHdM^iaM inv Englbrt^iv ^t^ 

am ndt cte^p^poikMiim^ enough' fo iuitdiv^wiiai; 

the 

llion. To eftrfbliflfrthewrirfiiyof BH^Odwlrr, Ifhalt 

prodiiec art extsraft' of dftly oAe j^vblic aft, the Ad- 
ifrcft of the Ocneral'Afltmbly of Vi^mri, p«>eftfnftd' 
i6A the f4'th of June f.775, to his^ ExteNem^y liln ftigtif 
A-ori. John EsTri of D«iftWwe, Gbverilbf of Virginia*, 
^6, Sec, M^ipt'itiit^ in' arfr the Amerieiin' Newf]k(p)»t'8'. 
tt is reprrirte^itt-Aimofir^d Ameiican lienMintoit>eer» 
i^or. r. p. rif. 

<* There ^afir, it^dfe^d, a plWir of aceonftttddlitldn' of. 
^ ftvt6t in parliafiidiit', n^hithV fliDtfgli. not ^mfifely' 
^ eqxial tb the ferms v^r harf a* nght td'aflc, yet ^/ijfi^:- 
'*' eif but 14 fi'vofchttf fitmivrhat the Oeinera^Con- 
^ greft hdrf' Md out. Hatf parlratitertt Betw (iif|^<t 
•*^ fincei-eJjr, a^vtx ar«?, to' briij^ about a reetiiKifktteir, 
" reafonabft mtw h^d Kbpc'dv tftaT bymecfinig us orf 
f this ground*, firtirthiTfg niT]g:h< fta^rieen dorirf. Lm-d 
« CbatBam's Biit, oft t^^ repoft, and* tfte temw of the 
«* Congrfeft ort ttte other,' i^atii hare-fownerfa hetR^ 
■' for negocIafioA ; v^kki fpkif of acceriritfodafioft' ort 
«' l)oth fides, iJiight perhaps have rccbncifecP. ' If caihe 
-y* lecommended, «oo> from otte v^hof^ fwxrfgfol expe-» 

** riciice 
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tHe^ pt^opoftion- fhould be of catb Brovfoce^ 
which W4i( vary gneftlly- in* hblf a <;entiirv» 
butrfj^cak of each- quota' \mng at* aH tmas. 
to be regulated aceonUng to the* lancfuax.^ 
of this comiiry* The? vtrY' extanfive and:, 
flburiftirrg-colontcsof the Maiflacb^.Ws Bfiyy 
Virginia, and South Garolinav ft>r ioftancev- 
ibould' contribute more, the-TinsiUef^ and poorer. 
C 4 ,' coloaie s. 

*» rieil^rin' the*art ofgovtnime««ift8«)tf.t»a«e,enAured 
<^tQ Jt fcimrsiCtanttmi'rfiwx]^ iko£$ tawthMo^il wf^rei^- . 
** dei«d. He had fiiewn to the world, tbat Great 
^* Britain, with her colonie«, tmited firmly under a 
** juft and howeft- government-, formed «i.pewer^ which^, 
^' might bod defiance^ to the, mofif |)afifin^ e43i?mies« With , 
** a. change of mini iters, however, a total change of 
** meafures took place ; the component parts of the 
*^ empire have, from that moment;- been falling afun- 
<' der; and- a« total annibslatitmii9{vit$ vueigjijl, in the 
•* p«litioaLfeal^of:thew«ki^ fejapg. Jv^Uy to be, ap^ 
» prehaiided/' 

Oh\ happy «tPrf«2^ Gsuwri^. cf England, .where /v-m 
etritysand- truth pt«i(ide ! * 

'*' When BJtti Gower w»s zp^omtiA.Pn/idiHtof tbd 
** Cmcil, tile King, with his ufttaljacirity, alTurcd 
^ him, t^iBthe had not had one. happy. raomect, iinc9 
«• the DXike of Bsd/ord left him." ^ 

Junius, vqI, 1. p«.i7a« 

*' r«>t]yere aiiy> one mod» o£ thinking; or a^tng jiuith 
** pefpeA to AmsrUa, which the Dnh of Gr^^ftonh^ 

** not fuccolftvely adoptcd.aiui abw4«)aed ? 'P* S9. 

«*In 
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cplofiies of New Hampfhire and New Jerfejr 
Uh ; but, fir, I infift not a (hilling can be- 
taken without their confent. After this day's 
debate fliould the Addrefi now moved for be 
carried in this Houfe, I greatly fear that not 
only this wke plan of the noble Lord, but 
cyery idea of a reconcih'ation between this 
country and ber colonies will be uUerly im-. 
pra3icable. 

. The Americans, fir^ have- of late been* 
treated, both within doops and without, in a* 
ipaxiner, 'which* marks i^ fmair degree of in- 
jufttfiry and even a wanton nefs of cruelty. We: 
have bc^n repeatedly told to-day,, that they 

com- 

" In America^ we tract you [tHo^Duke of Grafton > 
4< from the fiift oppofitton to the 8tainp«A^» on prin- 
** ciplesof convenience, to Mr. Pitt's Airrender of thfr 
«* right { tbttHbrward to LordiKockingham> iurrender 
" of the frfli then back again tOiLordRockingham'fli 
*' declaratioA of the right-j then ^lirward to taxation 
«' with Mr. Townfliend; alSd, in tb» laflf* in^anrr,. 
•< from the gvritle jCon^ay's undetermined difcretion^^ 
«( to hlood and compulfion with the Duke of fied- 
'• ford." p. 83. . . 

■ ^<#> Wta tm rtord Chatham the firft, who raffed the 
<« Duke of OrafUn to the rank and poft of a Miniftcr,. 
« and the firft whom he abandoned? Did be not joit¥ 
<• withl-ord Rockingham^ and betray hinx? P. %%.^ 
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QCHnphiiii of th^ Navigathn^j/ffj andinfifT 09^ 

the repeal of it. We have authentrc evidcnicre 

to the contrary* In the refolutions bf the 

Congrefs they defirc only to be put on the foot- . 

ing they were at the clofc of the late war, 

•* as to the fyftim efjlatutes €md,rtpdaUms ;'*- 

nor aR)ong the varrous z&%i of which they. 

ibIictC the repeal, have they once mentioned 

either the Navigation,, or Dsclaraiory >fe?. Jt- 

has Uktwife been aflertedy that they are fro** 

ward amit^ngry enough to w/^ to throw off 

the fupremacy of the *mothcr country. Ma- 

py cxprefs refolutions, both of the General 

Congrefs, ai>d the difFercftt Provincial Aflen>- 

blies, are the fulieft evidence of the fenle» 

which the Americans entertain of their obe-. 

dience and duty to Great Bnfain. They. are. 

too numerous to be quoted. Tbetr full claim^ 

as ftated by themfelves, is fo explicit andclear^^ 

that I beg leave to read it to the Houfe from< 

their Petition to the King. It declares, ff^e ajk. 

iutforpeaxiy liberty andfafety. Surely^ fir, no re- 

' quieft 

• I never faw a froward child mended hy whippings 
and I would not have the mother countiry become a, 
fitf mother^ Our trade with Ajnerica brings in, com- 
munibus annisy two millions a year. 

Lord Chcllerfield's JLettcrof Dec. Z5, 17^5^ 
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qtttffi wu eftr inoivtiaotiMrand n^foim\&^ 
ciaimtb0trGrf0itfidfldLk.c]epctfs]ynMntionr9 AP^ 
vufi fiat a dmiftutmi 9fibiiprer$gatiHnn^ n^vdvt^ae^ 
J^Htiiargtantrfimynew vi^m-omr pmour. Xomr- 
rpyaia9itb9raf oner m^ and ear cmmHiimf wkil^ 
<7ifM|t BrUtwii^ tuf Jhaitalwayscinrsfulfy and am- 
hn^itniimmir Ufufsfort and-mainitttim. Wtiaea* 
amuafl^ fir,.docB tbisimiike^wtrivriieprocccdh- 
ings of' adfninfftnKion at btnne !' They are fe«> 
duiaufly endeavouring to t^ar aAifixibr thofe* 
powerful tier, which have long: and happHj 
bffi^and^ bound: u& together. . 

The. Addtifij fir, mentions t^ particular 
pniPiEince of the Nfiaffiiehtiilet's- Bay astina^fiate 
of d&MtV rdallhrn- The other provfnres* arc 
held' otkt to cut i«dig«anan 2m aieHhg an^ ahtt" 
ting. Many* arg«iiieni» have been employed' 
by feme Icfinofed' gentlttncB among us to in- 
%ioi9r them iaalttbe confequences of an open, 
dedsred Fettettionv and to obtain the &Akk or- 
ders for our oflc^rs aird troops to z& againft 
tttem aa agsanfr rebdlsi. Whether their prefieirtr 
fia«e^ is that of rebellion,* or of a fit and juft 

refift- 

• The eath of rilegience bin* no privaH man- to, 
more than the law dwc^i and hn* no i»fi«fnc« »po» 

the 
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iite»y a^rtsey ihtfaginev If IbaH^ nat^ dkcfertf . Thiir 

1 know, a fuccefsful refiftance is aff*^A/b#l^^> 

iftR ^^ttieliim. Kebdifm indeed apfmit on the 

bacrte oi »ilYiifgrenem}F, bistiSH^Mlto'im'flinntv 

<M tkt bi«esrfl^kce of (Ke viSbribuy wattior. 

IVhacsnt tetf, ftr; whcritcf in^donftquenceof 

iWs dayV tioleitt and iti^ AiFIrefs'to Hi? Miaf- 

jdly, the feabbard may notr be rhnjwir away 

by them ad weR as by i»^ and-' ftou^d' firecefs 

attertd tbem, wberiier in a* few years- the in*- 

ieptniiiH AMeri<^»FS' irtefcy notf cetebr^ce (h# 

glorietf»<:«raror the revolottOK of fff^r^^f^ 

4*0' that of 1 689 ? The gofnerouy effcrc? o<^ our 

ibmfetltors' for freedbivr beavctt er^vmid witlk 

fiircdbv or tfaeir* noble blbod hacl dyed oop 

feafibld)^ lik^ cbav ^ Skpttijt t9aitor» and re«* 

Mtf) and Ae p«i4ed ol our bif oryv wbidv 

ioc$ MB tbr ittoft honour^ wuuU bam been 

dteemed 

ttie wliore body of every natibn: man^ prinefs ari 

^^ebirfi b/^g/U »pm them :^»Kft&SIAK>l«r— o£ itfelf 
U neither good nor eviU mor« thau any other war| 
Init is ]\\(if or unjuft', according to the cauie or man- 
ntr of it. 

Algiewen Sydney, p. 4iS» 
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deemed a rebellion againft the lawful aut)K>r|tf 
of the prince, not a refiftance authoFifecl by j^U 
tjtic laws of God and man, npt the expulfioa 
of a tyrant. 

.. The policy, fir, of this pieafure I can no: 
more comprehend, than I can acknowledge 
the juftice of it. Is your force adequate to the. 
auenipt ? I am fatlsfied it is not. What ^re 
your armies, and how are; they to be kept up^ 
and recruited ? Do you recoiled that the fing.lc 
province of Mafl'achufct's Bay has at this mo-, 
ment 30,000 men well trained and difciplined ? 
Do you npt know that they can bring near 
90,000 men into the field? They will do it, 
when eyery thing dear to them is at flake„. 
when they have their liberties to defend againil 
cruel oppreiTors and invaders. . You will not 
be able to conquer and keep even that fingle 
province. The ♦noble Lord with the blue 
ribband propofes only ic,oooof our troops to 
be there, including the four regiments now 
gping from Ireland, and he acknowledges with 
great truth, that the army cannot enforce the 
late a<ft of parliament. Why then is it fent ? 
Bofton indeed you may lay in afbes, or it may 



n 



* Lord'NofiTU. 
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t>e maJc'a ftrong garrifon ; but the pfovintfe 
Will be loft to you. Bofton will be like Gib- 
raltar. You will hold ih the province cif 
-Maffachuflet's Bay, as you do in Spain, afin- 
'^\e town, while the whole country remains in 
the power and pofTeffion of the enemy. Your 
fleets axvd aigiies may keep a few towns on the 
coaft, for fome rime at leaft, Bofton, New- 
York, St. Auguftine, but the vaft continent of 
America will be irrecoverably loft. A few 
fortrefles on the coaft, and fome fea ports on- 
ly, will remain in your pbfleffion. All the 
back fettlements wWl be independent of you^ 
a4id will thrive in the rapid progrelBon of your 
Violences and unjiift exaftions on the towns; 
A new, and amazing ianJeJ tntirefl will be 
created. The ancient ftory Cii tht Carthagi^ 
man hide will be verified. Where you tread, 
* it win be kept down ; but it will fife the more 
in all fcthW^parts. Where your fleets and ar- 
mies arf ftationed, the pofliffion- will be fe- 
cured, while they continue, but all the reft 
will be loft. In the great fcale of empire, 
you will decline, Ifear, from the decifion of 
this day, and the Americans will rife to */W<f- 

pindence^ 

♦ The Declaration oi Independency hy \\it 'RtitTt- 

fentatives 

Digaized by VjOOQ IC 



( 8» ) 

penimce^^ to;pew£r, 'lo all lbe<graitRe(siof due 
jmoft r^novrned ftatea, (for ;thoy jsifild on tliic 
tfolid-iafis of ^gint^al^ fuUlcUbenip 

I'treoable, fir, ;a£ :lhe aJtndft cortam cofdo- 

afKl:injuftk^,eqjaallycontoary^,to«hcfiwKulfn«3fr- 

:iiBS oftrue 'policy, jand u>.tbe wfvetfifng^rMte ^ 

-natural right. Thje An^rUws wiUqert^inly de- 

\ feed .their f)fp|)f rty taxid' tjhici riijbt^a jes ^iUi tire 

'ipirit of iretmrn., w.Uh th^ (pirk owri*n<?fftqx$ 

did, and I hope wg ihouid, tMxt ^xi alil^ 

oecafiQn. They wi41 fopn^rdiedare tMre/el.v^s 

indfftndint^ and rjfque every rConfequenoe ^f 

.fach a €ot}teft, than fubmit to the galling 

jroke, wbiob admtiifiration js pc^p^^g .for 

'them. •'An-^^Ayyiiftf -this futpguin^ry oattrre 

.€«QfletJasl:of drifting ^afiffi tp d^fpair. jTMy 

iviUtTeerDh^tyou are prf|iariqg apt v^ly .Ik> 

'sdsaw ihe:ff¥ord, but*^ :b«rn $he fcabbard* in 

<tbe rmoft ;bat!fli immier you are decUrk^ 

^eoi riihsb. £vmy idea .^f « recpaciliatiw 

.^ ^yi 

.tetlittivs;Af !the.lJiitt^)S(iU»B «f AiBerka tn;C;c>ii^ 
igreft.«i&mbM was made .^n- the 4th of Jwly 1776, 
about a year and a half alter this Aidrefs of the Hou4e 
•dt '^oimnons* 

•'^.In^ongrefs at Philadelphia, April 16, 17769 
.KcCplvedy .That qojj^wf/^he iinpjorted; into ^Vf6i the 
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^^villtM^nifli. TTbey will^purftre fhe nroft vifd* 

^oirs nuBfiifures in >tl[ietrown ^defquee. H'he 

^v\rk^e ficmtinent :df Ncorth . Americsi will be 

.^ifinemhercd fromiOffcat 'Britain, and tktwk'e 

itrxh •/", rfe ri^j^ ^iW faU. But I hope the 

♦juil^vengeanoeof thc:p"8^ie^wlllovcrtake the 

.aujLbsTs^of ibefe pernk;k>iis oouirfeh, «iicl the 

lofe df'^he fifft province to tbe 'cnrpire be 

fpeedily foUo«ved 4>ythe loTs of the beads t)f 

ithcire-imiiiaiierft, iwfaoiadviibd itkeie*W4c4c^ and 

'fatal.tnearLffxs. 

^Vjo-RBsbf^Fd). aa, 177^. 
iA moftiaa -^ras ii»aife, and -the ^u^ftrem pat» 
" That tixeiRiefeltition of this HoMfe^f tlie 
*«:c7ih udsqr x)f:Feb*tiary ^769, 'iA»?f 7^« 

^< Uy*hu4p9Ue\rf' being £ii^td*n Mmber^o 
^^ feime in^this pwefmi ParliamiKtyhe xfX'- 
^^ ipmng^ifnomothe JminiUa ^ nhk (Hetrfe, 
'^< as iboing >l«bvcs£«e jof t tbe righls ef Ifhe 
^< vidBole<boUy<ofs0l«£liyr»of^his fcifi^niv" 

The'Lord' Mayor, M-.7^*<y,ftia, 
Mr. Speaker, 
'The motion, whichTibalF have the fionour 
of rubmitting to the ^Houfe, afF»^, in my 
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. opinion) the very vitals of this craftitutioff, 
. the great primary fources of the power of the 
• people, whom we reprefcfit, and by whofe 
.. authority oi]ly,. delegated to us for a time, we 
.. are a part of che fegiflative body of th^s king- 
. dom. The proceedings of the lail parliament, 
. in the buiuieis of th« Middlefex elections, 
. gave ajuft alarm to almoft every elector in the 
nation. I'he fatal precedent then attempted 
. to be eftabliihed was confidered as a dired at- 
tack on the inalienable rights of the people. 
Many of the mod refpeflable bodies in this 
. kingdom exprelTed their abhorrence of thofe 
arbitrary meafures. They proceeded (o far as 
to petition the crown for the difiolutidn of 
that Parliament, as having been guilty of a 
. ilagrant.abufe of their truft* Above 60,000 
: of our fellow-fubje£^s, freeholders of the realm, 
. carried their complaints to the foot of the 
, throne i a number furely deferving^ the higheft 
regard, at leaft from a Minifler, whofe whole 
.attention was iipt engrofled by the 6000 
borough clcSors, who return a majority for 
hini to this Houfe. The people, fir, were 
in a ferment, which has not yet fubfid- 
cd. They made my caufe their own, for 

they 
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they faw all the powers of government exerted 
Bgainft the conftitution, which was wounded 
through my fides, and the envenomed (hafts 
•of a wicked adminiftration pointed at our laws 
and liberties no lefs than at a hated individuals 
The plan was carried on for fome years with a 
fptrit of malevolence and rancour, which would 
liave difgraced the very worft, but with a per-i. 
Teverance, which would have done honour to 
the heft, caufe. I do not mean, fir, to go 
through an irkfome detail of the various perfe- 
cutions and injuries, which that perfon fufFer- 
ed, I hope with a becoming fortitude* I have 
forgiven them. All the great powers of the 
ftate were at one time combined to pour their 
accumulated vengeance on me. The twoHoufes 
of Parliament chofe me as the moft acceptable 
^i^im, which could be facrificed at the ihrine 
of their court idolatry, and even ♦impe- 
iSal Jvoi pointed his th under- boltf, ndAuhb 

' Vol. I. D »«* 

■ 1 --^ - I 

< * In Jutiiu8*8 Itteer to th« King ^ JDec. 19, iT^9t 
It is faidy << the deftru6lion of one. man [Mr.Wilkef ] 
•' hat been now, for many yearf, they^/r objcft of 
*« your government/' £««/ ^ b^ppinffs of miitms^ 
whom God bad committid to bif care^ but tbc dM^ru- 
tioM if one mw^ wb9m br $»gbt U hami prote^ as 
hujubjea,\ Joni««> vol, ». p. z%- 
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uncommon zcraihf a( my devoted hfiul. I ura« 
fcorchedi but not confumcd. The broad fliidd 
of the law prptecled ine, A generous p^Wic, 
and my nohlc friend^^ the freeholders of Mi^T 
dleftfx, the eve/ Aeady friends of liberty find 
iheir cQuntryj; poured balm intg my w^undi; 
They are healed fo that fcar^eiy a. fp;ar re*- 
mains. But, fir, I feel, I deeply feel the 
wounds given to the cpnftitution. They 
are ftill bleeding, and this Houfe only caa 
heal thenif as well as reflore the con(litutioa 
to its former fiate of purity, health, and y'l-r 
gour. May I be permittee to point put the 
mode of cure, §nd the falutary methods, which 
I think you ought to apply ? Before I prQcee4 
to the remedy, I (hall beg the indulgence of the 
Houfe to fta^e the cafe with precjfiqn Jind accii«> 
racy. I hope they will forgive a dry, but candid 
and (bort;, narrative of the principal fafls,^ be^ 
caufe I ^ean to argue from ihem, 1 will giv^ 
them asbjrieily as po0ible, and with all the ^m- 
pttrt\al\tf of ahye-ftandef. 

Mr. Wilkes was firft eie£led for the county 
of Middlefejc, on the 28th of March 1768. 

He was * expelled th^ 3d of February 1769^ 

anit 

— I f ■ "I '■ ■ J .-.ii j ■ l» .III ; ■! • 

• In that Rcfolution of Ae Hwift ^ Gommon^j 

the 
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«n3 flift ftfcbnd time cht^icri, Wft!ioiit oppcfi- 
tron, the i6th day of tire ftme month. On 

D 2 .the 

■MM If r ' • V- 1 • I 

ih€ p'Jf artltle in the Aggregate fw»^<if Mr. VVi Ikes'* - 
crittie*, ^irch welt the pffetertded caufes of his ex* 
^uljion an^ incapacity^ is the beii^g Atithdr of the 
Prefatory Remarkt qn Lord Wcj-moiith's execrable 
epiftle, relative to the Jiiil unexpiated .m7>^^VLC\t in ^\. 
<5eorge*s Fields oi) the loth of May 1768, which th6 
prefent Comptrolkr of -His lyiajefty's Houlehold, Sir 
William Meredith^ theught a very good reafon for Mr. 
Wilkes's eleSihn, In his pamphlet of "iThe Qu^eftiop . 
*< ftated," Sir William fays, "Was I a freeholder of 
** Middlefex, fo far am I from thinking, that to 
** make the feverell animadyerfions on fucb a letter^ 
*« is a ground of iuc^aci^, the more a man arraigns 
<< (what I take to be) fuch unconftitutional portions, 
*< the Jitter he is to be entriified ivitb the rights of 
** the people.^ p. 19. No proCecption whatever oii 
the charge of that infolenty fcafidalous^ and /editions 
litre f, as the Prefatory Remarks were voted to be by 
6otb Houfes of Parliamiftty of which Mr. Wilkes avowed 
himfelf the author, has been carried on againft him. in 
any court of laW. I (hall only tranfcribe tile famous libels 
and fbme paflTagcs relative to it, with6ut any obfet'vations • 

The Prefatory Remarks were, 

Dec. 10, 1768. 

J fend yoH the foUonvin^ authentic Jf ate paper, the, 
4ate of ^hich^ pAof by jftora than Ihfee nveeks to the 
fatal t&tb of May^ Jhe^s konii long tb^ horrid m^Jfacri 
in St. George^ s fields bad been planned and determined 
mpon^ htforeit tvOi carried tnto execution ^ and.bonv long 
a bellijh prqjeB can he brooded over by fme infernal 
J^irits ^hhdUtoke motftenf} re^orfe. 
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5the day following the eleAion was vacated, 
and he was declared by a aiajority of the 

Houfe 

£xtra6l from Mr. WIlkes*8 Addrefs to the County of 
Middiefexy dated from the King^s Bench Prifon, 
Dec. 179 S7(iS* 

I hold myfelf accotintable to you for every a6lion of 
«[iy life, which refptfls the public. I defire to ftand, 
W fall} by your free arid unbiafled judgment. I wi(h 
to be dire^ed by your counfti and iuftru^ion in all 

matters of importance. 1 take the carl left opportu- 

aiity, gentlemen, of ftatihg to you the following par- 
•.ticulars. I cauied to be printed and publiflied m the 
^t. James's Chronicle of December the loth, a letter 
^f the Secretary of State, [Lord Weymouth] written 
' from St. Jameses on the 17th of April to Mr. Juftice 
.'Ponton, with Ibmc Prefatotj Remarks. I avow the 
jpublication of both. I will go further, and declare, 
that I firlly feveta) months ago, tranihiitted to the 
^rcls the letter of the Secretary at War [Lord Barring* 
ton] dated May the i tth, returning thanks in tb^ 
King"! name to the officers and foldiers of the third 
regiment of Guards, for the rank and foul murders 
'.committed in thcfe fields on the loth of that month. 
*My hand trembled, while I copied what I blufiied to 
Xead, and I gave it to the public in the only way my 
j>relent iituation could admit, with the hope of pro- 
moting a parliamentary enquiry into that bloody tranf- 
4i£^ior, which I trnll this lecond publication will now 
accomplifh, and becaufe 1 think this free nation ha? a 
jright to be fully infoiined of the condu^ of admiai* 
miration in fo important a concern, as the lofs ad xhe 
jlivcs of many fubjedls. AdmiAlftraupn cctay^lalns of 

mc 
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Houfe incapable of being eieded into tint 

Parliaments Notwithftandifig- this refoIutloi» 

D 3 of 

me for hnvfng publifhsd the letter of the ftcretary of 
State. I complain to the natioir that fiicba letter has 
b_*en written. This is not ti letter on any perfonal' 
bulinefs or pleal'ure. I would have fcornisd to Have- 
puUliOied any fUch. This letter was from a Secretary^ 
<>f St^ite to the Chairman of the Quarter SeflTon^ atr 
Lambeth, and is written in obaraflers of bloods It 
afFeSls deeply the conAitution of rhi» country ^^and* 
every man is our ifland. I wiU at JM-^ient leave it to 
the honeft indignation of every £ngli(hman^ } UtiHW 
now only add, that if I hare not given to the public 
a moft accurate and feithfiU. copy,. X aflLpirdon of the 
Secretary of State. If I ha.v«^ then I will' fay,, that 
far the innocent blood of oof countrymen Ipi I & m con- 
ieijueiice oi that letter, the writer of k ought to alk. 
forffiveneft of God and his country^ aail pais the r<^> 
mainder of bis life iiv penitence and^ rears* 

ExtraA from the JjOornaU of Febv >. 17^9* Vok j%». 
pafpi75;. 
Evidence was given to* the Ho^j^ by two of theip 
members in. theie pbces, that the lifller (friiited in* the 
faid newipaper is an exoA e^pj of the original lettev 
liddreffed to, and received by Daniel Ponton^ Efquire,. 
Chairman- of (he Qiiarter Sefllons- at Lambeili . 

The Speech o€ Mr. Wilkes^ wheft a prifoner^ at t]|e 
Bar of the Houfe of Commons, FeU 3^ .i/^^.. 

Mr. Speaker, 
I acknowledgethsttltrahfinitted to. the Prefs the 
Letter of th4. 8»;retai:]|' o£ State^ Lord. Weymouth,, and 

klut 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 38 1 

,of the Hovife, be wnsa third time, on the >6tb 
of March^ ele<5te4! without oppofitipn ; for i 

\ u \it m t\i I n il I I II I ■■ I 

tiiat I wrote amf puhlifhed the Fre/atorji Ret^arks tQ it ; 
and, fir, whepfevsr a Secretary of State fhail dare t<* 
vrrlte fa bloody a fcroll, I will through life dare to- 
Yf rite {itch Prefaidrj Remarks, as wdl as to make my 
appeal to the nation on the occa(ion« I ^(k paidon, 
fir, tliflt I madeufe of too mild and gentle expreflions, 
when I mentioned fo wicked, fo inhxiinan, fo cowardly 
amaffacre, as that m St. peorge*s Fields on the loth 
of May. I pkdge myfclf to the Houfe, that when- 
ever a day (Hall he appointed to go into this important 
inquiry, I will bring evidence here to prove the truth: 
of every word I have a/Terted, J hope the Houfe, fir, 
will fend for Mr- Fonton, and examine him, whether 
he did or did not receive that letter from the Secretary 
of State, rf he anfwers in the afBrmative, I am fure, 
from the virtue dFthis Houfe, that they will immedi- 
ately order'^n impeachment againft tbc Secretary to be 
carried up to the. Bar of the Houft of Feers. 

Extrafl from the Journals, of Feb, x, 1769, vol. 31, 

'page 176. . 

Refoked, Tl^at th© h/trcd^t^ufn to. the Copy of a 
^ Letter, addrefled to Daniel Ponton, Efiquirc, Chair- 
man of the (^artec Seflions at . Lam)E>eth, and- dated 
St. JamesTs, the 17th of April »768^ co®taiBcd;iii a 
certain Newfpaper, inti'.uled, " The St. James's Chro- 
♦* nicle, or the Britifll Evetting-Pofr, horn Thni4day 
** Deccmb«F the 8th, to Saturday, December theioth, 
** 1768, printed by Henry Baldwin, at .the Britannia 
** Priirting-Oflic^, Nq^ »«>$>. ?l«etr Street,'' of which 
httrodu^tott Jo\^uYl')lkt6y ^iqulre, 9 Mixijber o^* this 

Houfe, 
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<up{)ofe the ridiculous atftftftpt 6f a t Mr. Dirig- 
Icyi who' hsLd riot a fihgle freeholder to pro- 
pOTei dr vote for him, can hardly be called an 
bppofition. That elefti<^n however was de- 
D 4 * clared 

Houfe, has now. at .the Bar of. this Houfe confeffed 
himfcif to be the author and publiHier, is an -infoient, 
fcandalous, and (editicus libel, tending to inflami and 
lt:»r up ihc minds cf His Majefty's fubje6ts to fediiion, 
and to a total iuhyerfiou of all good order and legal 
government. 

Extraft from the Journals of Feb. 3, 1769, vol. 32, 
page 178. 

A motion being made, and the queftion being put, 
That John Wilkes, Efquire, a Member of this Houle, 
who hath at the Bar of this HoUle, confeffed himi'elf ^ 
te he the autho/ and pubUfber of what this Houle has 
refolved to be an infoient, fcandalous, and feditious 
libcJ> Sec, &e. kc. bit expiUed this Houfe. 
Tht Boufe divided. 

TenersforthcNoes {KSoiS""''""' \ '" 
Sa it wa* v«i4»lv«d- iii- the Affirmative. 

f This unfortunate perfon had been perfuaded by 
the Duke of Crafton to fctup for Middlefex, his Gr.icc 
being determined to feat him in the Houle of Com- 
n^Q^nSji if he bad but a fmgle voti^. It hn])pentd un- 
luckily that he could not prevail upon any one free- 
holder to put him in nomination. 

Junruc, vol* it p« 6o« 
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dared void the next day. On the t3tlr 
of April Mr. Wilkes was a fourth time eiefted^ 
by a majority of 1 143 votes againft Mr. Lut«- 
trell, who had only 296. The fame day this 
Moufe t voted, ^* that Mr. Luttrell ought to* 
M have been returned " On the 2^ of 
April, a Petithn was prefented to the Houfe 
from the freeholders of MiJdl^x by a worthy 
§ Baronet, who is not only an Ifonour to thi» 
Houfe, but to human r>a,ture ^ notwithfiland- 
ing whfcb the Houfe on the 8th of May re* 
Solved, ** that Henry Lawes Luttrelf, Efquirc^ 
^* is duly eleAed a Knight of the Shire^to ferve 
^* m this prefent Parlracnent for the county oT 
•-* Middlefex," 

Thefcj fkVy are the great outlines, the ready- 
ing fa<fts» I will not trouble the Clerk t(^ 
read all the refolutions, to which I have al- 
luded. They are freih, 1 am perfuaded, in 
the memories of gentlemen. 1 only call for 
^ ' that 

X Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was propofed to pu-^ 
jiiih the Sberiifs^ cteelarecf in the Houfe of Comment 
that they, ni returning Mr. A^ilkes, had done na 
IfiMfe than their duty* 

Junius, vol. t. p. 70V 

§ ^George SavUei Baronet, Member ibr Yuk* 
flure» 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 4t ) 

thttof Feb. 17, 1769, re(pe&mg in^itpMiy f^ 
the certain confequence of ixpulfipn. 

[The Clerk read the Refolution.] 

Now, Sir, I think it fair to ftatc to the 
Houfe the whole of what I intend to move in 
ccmfequence of the fail's dated, and the Refo- 
lution juR read. The firft motion I intend Ts^ 
^* that the Refolution of this Houic of the 
•* 17th of February, 1769, that J^bn Wilke^ 
** BJquirty having heen^ in thisSiffion rfFarlid^ 
•• menty expelled ibis Houfe^ was^ and «, i/i- 
** capable ef being ele&ed a membtr U fifve in 
•' this prefeni PaHiamenty be expunged from 
•* the Journals of this Houfc, as being fubver- 
** fire of the rights of the whcJe body of dec- 
•* tors of this kingdom." This I hold of ne- 
ceffity to reftore the conftitution^ which that 
Kefolution tears up by the roots. liball then, 
if I fucceed, if juftice and a reverence for the 
conftitiition prevail in this Parliament, pro- 
ceed to the other Motion, ^^ that all the de- 
** clarations, orders, and refolutions of this 
** Houfe, refpeding the ele£tiqn of John 
** Wilkes, Efquire, for the County of Mid- 
«* dlefex, as a void ekdion, the due and le. 

•*gal 
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«< gal tltdtion of Htenpy Lawcs Luttrell, Et 
*' fquire, into the laft Parliament, for the 
** County of Middlefex, and the incapacity of 
'* John Wilkes, Efquire, tobcelefted a Mem- 
<^ ber to ferve in the faid Parliament, be ex- 
^* punged from the Journals of this Houfe^ as 
<* being fubverfive of the rights of the wbok 
** body of elediiors of this kingdom.^ 
. I'he words of the Reiblution of the r7th of 
.February 1769, which I mean more particu- 
larly to combat, are, ^^ was and is incapable,'* 
and the explanation of them the fame, day in 
the order for a new writ, *' in the room of 
** John Wilkes, Efqinre, who isr adjudged in- 
^* capable of being clcfted a Member to ferve 
*' in this prefent Parliament." In the firft 
formation of diis government, in the original 
fettlement of our conftitution, the peopJe ex- 
prefsly referved 80 tbemfclvcy a very cdnfider* 
able part of the legiflative power, which they 
confented to fliare jointly with a King and 
Houfe of Lords. Fnom the great population 
of our ifiand this right could not be dainfi^d 
and exercifed perfonally, and therefore the 
mavy were compelled to delegate that power to 
a feWy who thus were chofen their deputies and 

agents 
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^enta cnlf, their reprefentatives'/ It fUIowt 
£roixL the very idea of a choice,, that fuch 
chQice muft be free and u^controuiedi ad- 
mitting of noToftriiSlions, but the law of the . 
land, to which the King and the Lords are 
equally fubje^l, and -what muft arib firom the 
nature of the truft. A Peer of Parliament^ 
for inftance, cannot be elected a Member of 
the Houfe of Common s^ becaufe he already 
forms a part of another branch of the fame le- 
giflative body. A lunatic has a natural inca- 
pacity. Other inftances might be mentioned, 
but thefe two are fuflEcient. The freedom of 
election is then the common right of the peo« 
pie of England, their fair and juft (hare of 
power ; and I hold it to be the niibft glorious 
iaheritance of every ful:^e£t of this realm, the 
noblefl, and, I truft, the moft folid part of 
that beautiful fabric, the EnglUh conftitution. 
i^ere I might lean, fir, on the molt refpeA* 
iibte authorities, which can be cited, the fu- 
preme jtidicaUire of this k'u)gdom» and the ve* 
HeraUe judges of former ages as well as of 
our own times, / met them accidentally this 
merhimg in ih xmiffi af my, reitiing^ a^ an old 
• ^ ". ' Jfricnd 
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friend^ of Wtlkes and Liberty^ now alas \ lail W 
^vcryfcnfe of duty to his country, frequently 
tells another great aflembly, that he accidentally 
tmets in this manner all his tirefome quotations* 
The Houfc of Peers, fir, in the cafe of Afhby z^i 
White in 1704 determined, " a man has a right 
^^ to his freehold by the common taw \ and the 

•Mavf 



• The Duke of Grafton. Junius in a letter to his 
Grace of May 50, 1769, fays, ** yon coitiplained— 
" that your/r/>«^, Mr. Wilkes, who had fiiiTercd fo- 
," much for the party, had been abandoned to his fate 
*' —as for Mr. Wilkes, it is, perhaps, the greate/f 
** misfoi-tune of bis life, that yo» (hou)d have fo ma-? 
'' ny compenfations to make in the clofet for yonc 
** iontitv friend/hip with him. Yonr gracious matter 
** underftands your ch^ra£!er, and makes yowa pcrfecu- 
** tor, becanfc you have been 2i friend,'"' Vol. t. p. 79* 

Now, my Lord, let me alk you, Has it never oc* 
curred to your Grace, while you were withdrawing^ 
this defperate wretch [Mac Sluirkl from that jufticc- 
which the laws had awarded, and which the whole 
people of England demanded againd him, that there, 
is another man, who is the fa^vQuritt of bis country f, 
whofe pardon would have been accepted with gratitude,, 
whofe pardon woitld have healed all our divilions> 
Have you quite forgotten that this man was once your 
Grice's friend P or is it to murderers only that yoifc 
will extend the mercy of the crown.? Vol. i. p. 59. 

Was he [the Duke of Grafton 1 not the bofom friend 
of Mr, Wilkes, wliom he nov^ purfue^ to^ dcftruc- 
♦i n? Vol. I. p S9. 
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^ law having annexed hb right of voting ta 
*^ his freehold, it is of the nature of his free-* 
'^^ hold, and muft depend upon it." On the 
fam^ occafion likewife they declared, <^ it is 
^ abfurd to fay, the eledlors right of chufing 
*^ is founded upon the law and cuftom of par-* 
^' liament. It is an original rights part of tbi 
** conJiitutisH of the kingdom^ at much m a par^ 
^' liament i>, and from whence the perfons 
^^ eleded to ferve in pailiament do derive their 
^^ authority, and can have no other but that 
** which is given to ihcm by thofe that have 
'** the original right to chufc them." The 
greateft law authorities^ both ancient and mo- 
dern, agree in theopiaion, that every ftibje^lof 
the realm, not difqualified by law, is eligible 
of common right. lA>rd Coke, Lord Chief 
Juflice Holt, and * Mr. Juftice Blackftone, 

are 
* Doctor Blackftone is Solicitor to the Queeti. Tlie 
DoAor recollected that he had a place to preferve, 
though he forgot that he had a reputatton to lofe. We 
Jiave now the good fortune Ao underftsind the DoAor*s 
frinciples as well as writings. For the defence of 
truth» of lawj 4>f rcaCbn, the IMlor^s 'book may ht 
iafely conful^d { but whoever wUhes to cheat a neigh- 
bour of his eftate^ or to rob a country of its nghts, 
need make d« fcniple of confulting the DoAorhimfelf. 

Junius, vqL I. p. 93^ 
Mr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(46 ). 

«Te the only aufhoritfes, wWch 1 fliril cite. I 
regard not, fir, the ilavifli, courtly dofirines 
propagated by lawyers in ehher houfe of 
Parliament, as to the rights of the fuhjeS, 
no more than I d6 as to what they pro- 
nounce high treafon and VtheiHon, Such doc- 
trines arc delivered here only to be reported 
clfewherc. Thefe men have their reward. But 
the venal tongue of a proftitute advocate or 
judge, is bcft anfwcrcd by the wife and fobef 
pen of the fame man, when in a former cool 
moment, unheated by party rage or faSion, 
after the fulleft deliberation, he gave to the 
nation, to the prefent age, and to pofterity, i 
fair and impartial detail of their undoubted 

rights', 

• ■ } 

Mr. GrenrviUe quoted a pafTage from the I>«^r*$ 
cxQelient CommentarUs, which dire6lly contradidVed the 
doftrine maintatned by the Dodtor in the Hpufe of 
Commons. Page tz%. 

In the C$mmentari€Sf after a loi>g enumeration of 
dififoali^catioas, it is added, ** But fubjefl. to the(^ 
«< reftri^ions and difqualifioKions, ive/y Aibje6l of 
** the reaim is eligible of eopitnon right. ^^ 

Commentaries on the Laws of England. By 
William Blackftone, Efqj Vinerian Profcflbr 
of Law, and Soli'citor^Gen^ral to the QneeiH 
4to edition printed.at Oxford in 1768. vol. i. 
page 176. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 47 ) 

I'igbtSf wd when he JsiM dawn m dear an4 
exprefs terms the plain law of the kxKl. Lord 
Coke fays, ^^ He which is eligible of common 
«' rigbtf caiHioc be dHibkd by the fild ordU 
•' n9iK^ ia Parf^liafpcM, unlefe it Iwd been by 
*' aa of P^rJiweat." Lord Chief Juftkr 
Hok declares, ** the elecftion of knights be- 
** long to the freeholders of counties, and it 
^' is an original . right, vefted in and infepa- 
*' rable from the freehold, and can no niore hp 
*' fevered from their freehold^ than their free*- 
** bold itfelf can be taken away." Mf. Juf- 
tice Blackftone in the firil book of his Comr 
mentarieim the Laws «/ j&^f /oW, bajs the fol- 
lowing words, *• fubjeft to thefe reflriaions 
** and difqualifications, every fubjeiSl of the 
<* realm is eligible of ccaman righi^' This 
e^mmon right of the fubjcd, fir, was violated 
by the majority of the laft ttoufe of Com- 
mons, and I affirm, that they, and in parti- 
cular, if '1 am rightly irfformed^ the tpoljle 
, - . Lord 

'»■■ !'■ > " ! ■■' " ■■■■■ I W< III IWI ^ Wi i»IMW I > 

f This is a piiAal^^ Lord Staitleyt saw £^rl of 
Derbvy declared at that time in the Houie of Coni'- 
roons, ''Thatth« worthy oiagiftrate [the Lord Mayov, 
<< Mr, WiUii^} waa.miftakftn in afarihing to the noble 
<' Lord with the Wu« nhhax^dthatdeckrutios* It was 

"his 
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Lord with the blue ribband, committed by chat 
a£l high ina/on againft Magna Cbarja. This 
houfe only, without the interference of the 
other parts of the legiflature, took upon them 
to make the law. They adjudged me iaca- 
fabli of being eleded a member to; ferve in that 
Par- 

*< his father, the late Lord Strange, who made ufe of 
." that expreilion/* 

General Fit^roy, Member for Thctford, and Vice. 
Chamberlain to the Queen, likewife afTerted, ** That 
^* the magiftrate was alfo miftaken in attributing Lit 
^' 4xpulfion to the noble Lord with the blue ribband, 
<' for it was a juH, and the Javourite, meafure of the 
'** noble Duke, his brother, who was then Miniftcr." 
•The Lord Mayor, Mr.Wilkis^ replied) that what one 
f>rother had, perhaps with more truth ^kan difcretion, 
confeiTed of the other, ought to be the fubje^l of aa 
'impeachment from all the Commons of England 
«gainl^ the Duke of Grafton, on the very evidence 
lof the Member, who fpoke laft, and he expatiated 
on the infolence, as he teimed it, of a Peer's in- 
terfering in the elections and privileges of the Com- 
4nons, and of declaring *ujb9 JlHrnU fit in that Houft» 
Such barefaced ufurpaltons on the rights of the peo- 
ple were, he faid, the old genuint Stuart maxims,' 
which he hoped had taken their flight at the accef- 
fion of the Brunfwick line. He concluded, that the 
Houfe ought to be alarmed at the open avowal, that 
the expuliion of one of their Members was a favou* 
rite meafure of an arbitrary Minifter, the Member of 
anothei' Houfe, an<i predetermined in another place, that 
lie could not fupprefs his indignattoni that any man 

could 
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^Parliament, although I ^as qualified by tte 
^aw of the land, and the noble Lord declared 
jn this houfe, ^^ if any ^ther candidate had 
*** only fix votes, he would feat him for Mid- 
"** dlrfex." I repeat it, fir, this violence was 
:a dircd infringment of Magna Charta, high 
ireafin againft the (acred charter of our libci^* 
.tic». The words, to which I allude, ought 
always to be written in letters of gold, '• No 
*** freeman (hall be diffcized of his freehold, or 
'•• Kberties, or free cuftoms, unlefs by the 
*** lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law 
-** of the land." By the conc!u<ft of that ma- 
jority, and of the noble Lord, they afCumrd 
to therrtfelves the power of making the law^ 
and at the fame moment i invaded the rijiht^ rvf 
the people, the Kipg, and the Lcrds, 1 he 
two laft tamely aajuiefced in the exercife of 4 
power, which bad been in a great inftance 
fatal to their predcccflbrs, had put an end to 
Vol. L E their 

jc4m\d entertain the i^a of deriving a kind of imi^uu-U 
familjmtTit from a viol?tion of the hws < f his cotiD- 
<ry pcrpeunted hy a bvother, and that the a.pproH3CTou 
and voluntary conieflion of a crime committed bvarc- 
ither, biit almoft incapable cf proof, argutsi n dct^iuc 
<of folly moil jnftiy the ohje6l of pity, but a total waisjt 
4»f princijile^ which excited iiQcrQr* 
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their very cxiftcnce j but the people, fir, amJ 
in particular the fpirited freeholders t>f this 
county, whofe ruling paffion is the love of U« 
berty, have not yet forgiven the attack oa 
their, rights. ' So dangerous a precedent q{ 
lifurped power, which may in future times be 
cited and adopted in pradice by a defpotic mi- 
' nifter of the crown, ought to be expunged from 
the Journals of this Houfe. 

Ihave heard and read much of preceienis tQ 
juflify the proceedings of the laft Houfe qf 
Commons. I own, fir, I value very littlc-th^ 
do£trine .of J precedents. Ther.e is fcarcelyany 
new villainy under the fun. A precedent can 
never juftify any a^Slion in itfelf wipked, a 
robbery for inftance on the heaths of Houn- 
fioW or Bugfliotj of which there are innume- 
rable precedents. The bafelt aflions may be- 
juftified by precedents drawn from bad times 
and bad men. I'he fcle queftion is. Whether 
this power is not a dire<St ufurpation on the 
rights of the people ? If that is proved, I care 
not how long the ufurpation has continued*^ 

hoviF 

J Ont precedent creates another.— They ibon accu.* 
mulate and conftitute Law, What yeftexday -was faft, 
to-day i« doftrine. v . , . 

Junius. Dedication to th« Engfifli aation, p. ^, ' 
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how often praflifed. It rs high time to pu\ aA 

end to it. It was the cafe of Genital Wdr^ 

rants. One precedent howevet, the moft in- 

Tifted upon, I muft take notice of) becaufe it 

is faid fully to come up. to the point, but, inr' 

my opinion, in almoft every part it proves the 

contrary of what it has been brought to fiip- 

port. I mean the remarkable cafe of MK 

Walpolc in 171 1, a period, in -which the 

ranked Tory principles were countenanced 

more than in any other of our hiftory prior 

to 1760. The cafe, fir, has been fo partially 

quoted, even by a § perfon, whofc fole merit 

E 2 here 

§ Jeremiah J^yfon, Efq; formerly Clerk of the 
Heufe of Comrnoiis^ Member in the prefent Parlia- 
inent Cor Horlhapo'in. Suflex. 

It is well worth remarking that t^e compiler of a 
certain quarto, called The cafe of the lafi eleSion for 
4be county of Middlefex confidered^ has the impudence 
to recite this very vote, iq the following terms, Vide 
page II, " Refolved, that Robert Walpole, Efqi hav* 
*• ing been that felHon of parliament expelled the 
** HoUfe, was and is incapable of being elected a 
•* member to ferve in the prefent parliament." There 
cannot be a ftronger pofitive proof of the treachery of 
the compiler, nor a ftronger prefumptive proof that he- 
Was convinced, that the vote, if truly recited, would 
cvertum bis whole argument. 

Juniu«,- vol, j. p. J45» 
After 
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htrt was an aflumed accuracy, whicli bt never 
poiTefied, that I (hall defire it may be read f 
the Houfe from the Journals* 

[The Clerk read,] 

" Rcfolved, that Robert Walpolc, Efquire, 
'* having been, this feifion of PaFliament, com- 
** mitted a prifonrr to the Tower of London, 
•• and expelled this Houfe, far an high breach 
*** of irufi in4hi ixecuiion of his office^ and noto* 
*• rious forruptiofiy sjtjhen Secretary at War^ was 
^^ and is incapable of being eleded a Nlember 
*' to fcrve in the prefent Parliament/* 

Now^ fir^I muft obferve, that even thatHoxx^s 
rof Commons, at an^serafo boftile to the liberties 
(Tot only of England but of Europe, did noC 
venture to adjudge Mr^ WalpoJe incapabk of 
being .ele<3ed a member toibrve in that Par- 
liament :0ff|>3' 'hecaufe Jie was expelled, but in 
the body of the Hefolution itfvlf they added 
another reafoa, which would be trifling, if 
.the former was Sufficient and adequate to the 
;point, tht high breach of 4nfft in ihi iicicution of 
iis officei^ and notorious corruption^ when Secret 

crttarf 

After Qonvi^mg Mr. Dyfon erf giving a falfc quo- 
tstion from the Journal?, .and hsviug ^explaine^ tthe 
|)iirpofe, vir\i\Ji\xh9t'tottfempiibie fraud ynci intended -to 
anfwer, &c, P. 146. 
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4retary at War. As truftccs for tbe narioir^ 
"they affigncd a public caufc, which muft in-* 
tcreft •every member of the community.. In* 
the cafe of Mr. Wilkes, the laft Houfe of 
Commons declared, ** that John Wilkes, Ef- 
^ quire, having been, in this^ Seffion of Par* 
•* liament, expelled this Houfe, u;tf/and fxin- 
*^ capable of being clc£led a Member to fcrve- 
** in this ppefent Parliament." The havinj^ 
been expeUiJj whether juAIy or unjuftly,. is the* 
cnly reafon, which they gave to the worlds I 
fljall not yet, fitf difmifs thei!afe of Mr. Wal- 
pole. It will prove another propnfition main- 
tained by me, it wiU (hew the injuftke of the 
lat? Houfe of Commons in feaiing Mr. Lut- 
treli, as Reprefentative for the County of 
Middlefex. The hSi was,, that the Houfe hv 
Queen Anne V time having expelled Mr,. Wat** 
po-e, ordered immediately the iiTuingof a new 
writ« At the Cubfequent ele£lton> Mr. Wal« 
po)e was again retu4:ned*. A Mr.. Taylor,, 
who had a minority'of votes,, petitionedy but. 
the ekAion wa» vaoated^. Had the doctrine 
propagated by the late majority, and by the 
noble Lord with the blue ribband, been juft 
dxii founded,. Mr. Taylor pught to have beem , 
II 3. the 
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the fitting member, the Hotife fhouid have-re*^ 
fi>lved that he ought to iiavc been returnecfy* 
and that the grofle'ft inJ4i(lice had a£hial)y been 
coinmitted againft him. But even that Par^ 
liamenty whofe reemofy the nation execrates,, 
flopped fhprt in their careep of iniquUy, and 
did not proceed lo fiich enormous wicked- 
nefs. It was referved for the prefent aera» 
when flume has loft its blulh. Mr. Luttrelt 
was for fome years permitted to fit here as 
reprefcnting the County of Middkfex, al- 
though a great majority of the freeholders ab» 
horred aqd reprobated ^he idea. of i6/irepre rent- 
ing them, on every public occafion declared it^ 
and in their. P^tiiim to this Howfc gav^ the re- 
cord o^ it under their hands to all pofterity. , 

Sir^ when the ftrortg, uhar^fwcraWe rea- 
fon^, on which any docftrine is founded, bear 
itie out, I care little about precedents. I re- 
CT)lle(Sl howevel- another inftanc(2 in more a'u^ 
fpicious times, when a glorious' monarch de^* 
fended the conftitution, which he had re- 
ftored. It dircftly meets the objeSidn fo- 
much relied upon^ ** that etcpul/ion ncctf^ti^ 
•* ly implies incapacity. "^^ It is the laft, which? 
I (hall defire the Clerk to readj I wiib 

him 
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htm to turn to the Journals, of Feb. 20, 1698. 

[The Clerk read,] • 

« Refolved, that Richard W.oollafton, Ef- 
•**iquire, being a Member of the. Houfe of 
•' Commons, and having fince been concern- 
*• cd, and aifted, ais a receiver of the duties 
*' upon houfes, as alfo upon births, marriages, 
** and burials, contrary to the Afl, made in the 
•' fifth and fixth years of his Majefty's reign, 
*« for granting feveral duties upon fait, beer, 
** ale, and other liquors, hi expelUd this 
«* Houfer ^ 

Now, fir, I defy all the fubtlety of the moft 
expert court lawyer among us, all the fo- 
phiftry of the bar^ to. reconcile Mr. Woollaf- 
ton's cafe with the favourite court tenet, 
•V that expwfton neceflarily implies incapaaty,'* 
The fa£t is' afcertained, and " indeed admit- 
ted, that a new writ did iflue for the bo* 
rough of Whitchurch in Hampfliire', and that 
Mr. WooHafton wias re-elefted, and fat in the 
fame Parliament, Incapacity therefore in the 
fame Parliament does not neceffarily follow 
expulfiorii, 

r I am ready to aldmit,- that -where a clear 

legal incapacity cxifts, all votes given to a 

£ 4 perfon 
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perfon inczpacitatcd are thrown away,, if tttcy^ 
are knowingly given to hini. But, fir, I beg^ 
leave to aflert^ that this was not the cafe ia 
t^he M'lddkfe^ budnefa. Mr. Wilkea was. 
qualified by the law of the land,^ and the Ft^f^ 
holders,, wiio perfedUy underftood the dear, 
point of law^ as well a» their own- rights, ex?> 
^ref&ly declared, in the Petition prefen ted on the. 
29th of A-pril 1 7.69. to the Houfe^ ** Your 
^ Petitioners beg. leave to reprcfcnt to this- 
" honourable Houfe,, that the faid Henry/ 
" Lawes Luttxell had not the majority of le-: 
'* gal votes at i he faid ele&ion) nor did the- 
^ majority, of the freeholders, when they votcd^ 
^* for John> Wilkes,. Efq^jiire,. mean thereby to* 
^* throw away, their votss, or- to wav« their 
** rigbl pf rcprefentatiort; nor would they,„ 
*' by any means,, have chofen to be reprc^ 
** fented by the faid Henry Lawes LuttreU,^, 
•* Efquire.. Your Petitioners therefore appre- 
** hend he cannot fit as the reprcfentative of 
^ the faid. County in Parliament^, without a. 
•* manifeft infringement of the rights and pri*- 
" vilcgcs of the freeholders thereof.'" 

This Hoiffe, fir,, is created* by the peopfe^. 
as the o:hcr i& by, the King.. What right can 

Che 
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tbe majority have to fay to any coimtyy city ^ 
er borough, you Ihall not have a particolar 
perfon to be your reprefentative,. only becaufe 
he IS obnoxious to usy when he is qualified by' 
law f Every countyr city, or borough has aiv 
equal right wicb-all other counties, cities, and' 
boroughs,, to its own choice,;.to ks owndiftindb 
deputy in the great council of the nation* Each 
is free and independent^ invefted with precifely 
the fame power&v * - 

1 do noe mean,, fir,, now to enter rnto the, 
argumenty. whether it may not be fit to give* 
this Houfe the power of expuJfion in the firfl^ 
inftance,, for very flagrant and infamous crimes^ 
cither committed, or of which the member, 
may be convicted, fubfeq^uent to his eledion. 
'I he fendii^ the member back, to his conflitu-^ 
enls on fuch. ground might beconfidered as an 
appeal to the people. If however his conftituents 
Ihould differ in opinion from the majority of this 
Houfe, if they (bould think him fit to be Fe-elec- 
ted, he ought ta be admitted, becauTe he claims 
his feat under the fame authority, by which 
every member holds- the privilege of fitting and 
voting here, a delegation from the people,, 
their free choice. The firil appeal to the con- 

ftituents 
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ftito^nts might in many cafes appear jaft ani 
feafonable. The appeal certainly lies to them, 
for they arc the fountain of this power. We 
excrcifc their right. By their reprefentation only 
wc are a Houfe of Parliament. They have 
the right of chufmg for themfelves, not a Ma- 
jority here for them. 

Sir, I will venture to aflert, that the law of the 
land, by which all courts of judicature are equal- 
ly boiind, is overturned by the power lately ex- 
ercifed by a Majority of a Houfe of Commof)S. 
The right of eledlion by law is vefted in the 
freehold. It is not placed in you^ but in other 
hands, in thofe of the freeholders, or the con- 
ftituents. Your predeceflbrs not only robbed 
a particular county of its nobleft privilege?, 
but they changed the conftitution of a Houfe 
of Commons. The freeholders of this county 
and the nation abhorred the proceeding, and 
poured their exe.crations on the treacherous 
aathors. From us not only they, but the law 
and' conftitution now expect a full reparation 
of the injury, by refcinding the Refolution. 

T'hisufurpation, if acquiefced under, would be 
attended with the moft alarming confequences. 
if you can reject thofc difagreeabk to a majority, 

and 
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^Xti exprf whom you plcafe, thcHoufcof Com-^ 
fnons will ht felf-creaied znd felf-extfting* You 
may expel till you approve, and thus in effedl 
you nominate. The original idea of this 
Houfe being the reprcfcntative of the com- 
mons of the realm will be loft. The confe-» 
quences of fuch a principle are dangerous in 
the extreme. A more forcible engine of def- 
potifm cannot be put into the hands of a Mi- 
nifter* . I wi(h gentlemen would attend to the 
plain confequences . of fuch proceedings, and 
confide r how they may be brought home to 
^hemfelves. A member hated, or dreaded, by 
the minifter, isacciifed of a crime, forinftance 
of being the author of what he thmks a libel'. I 
feleft this cafe, as being the crime the leaft likely 
to be committed by any one gentleman of the 
prefent majority of this Houfe. No proof 'what- 
ever is given on oath before you, becaufe you 
cannot adminifter an oath, except in the cafes 
provided for by a£l of Parliament. You determine 
. ^tfaSl however, and thus the Minifter begins 
with invading the rights of Juries, Before 
any trial, he gets the paper voted a libel, and 
the member he wifties expelled is voted to be 
the aiithorj which is a fa^ this. Houfe is not 

corn- 
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tampetent to try and determine. Expn'Jtinmezi^ 
ilwaysj as itis pretended^ incapacity. The mem^ 
ber is accordingly z^Migti^ incapable. He cannot 
rn confequencebe rs-clededv.and thus is totally 
excluded from Parliament. By fuch manoeu-^ 
vres a miniftermay garble a Houfi^oF Cons- 
mons till not a iingle enemy of his own, or 
friend of hiis country^ is left here,, and the 
reprefentati^n of the people In a great dtgreer 
annihilated.. Corruption had' not kntdefpfotirm:^ 
wingsio fly fo high in the reign of Charles I» or 
the minifter of that day would' have been con- 
tenoed' with expelling Mampden^ and the fourr 
other heroes, becaufe they had immediately 
been adjudged incapable^ and thereby incapaci*^ 
rated from thwarting in parliament the arbitra- 
ry meafures of a wickedcourt^ Myexpulfion wa** 
an eafy vidory over liberty and' the conftitution.. 
It went with wonderful expedition through all> 
the forms of this Houfe, for it was known to be 
a meafure previoufly adopted in the cabinet,, 
whofemenibers have through the *prefent reignn 

fre-. 



• One of the firft afts-of the prcfent reign was xg^ 
d>finiis Mr. Lfggc, becaufe h« hftd fome years bcfortr 
letufcd 19 yirid hir iuuieil in Qampihire^ ta a Scotch^ 
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fbequently dared to deliberate on the xnn&m 
of the deareft rigbta of their country. 

Upon all th^fe con^fiderations, fir, in ordeir 
to quiet the minds ef the people, to redore 
our violated conftitutioa to its original purity^ 
to vindicate the ixijuced rights of this county 
ihi particular^ and of all the.eledors of this 
ikingdom, and that not the leaft trace of the 
^violence and injuiliceof •the laft parliament in 
•this important caufe may difgrace our records, 
I humbly move, '* that the Refolution of this 
*** Hou& of the jyxh 4>f February 1769, thai^ 

*« John 

ttn^n '\^Sir 'Simeon Stuart^ recommenOed l^y Lord Bote* 
This was tlie reafon publicly a/Tigned by his Lordfhip. 

Junius, vol. 2. p« 35« 

The tranfa^tion, to which Junius alludes, is related 
at large in a 4to pamphlet compiled from original pa« 
.|>crs, intttuied, Some Account of the Chara&er of the 
late Right Honourable Henry Bilfin Legge, 

Mr. • Legge received a verbal mefiage from Lord 
Bute by Mr. Martin [Samuel Martin^ E/q't"] Dec.i«, 
«759, the 'purport of which was, as it stands upon 
Mr. Legge!s paper, ** that he fliouUi 'bid adieu to the 
^* Countyof Southampton at the general ele6^ion, and 
•* affift as-far as lay in his power, the Prince of Wales* s 
" [now Oeorge the Third's] nomination of tivo mem^ 
" berr Page 16. 

Before the talons were grown, fuch things were re-> * 
marked, that every • man of reflexion <lreaded the mo^ 
iiienC4>f maturity. 
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•* John Willesj Efquirej booing beert^ in tint 
^ fejjion of Parliament^ expelled this Houfe^ was, 
♦* and IS, incapable af fitting in the prefent Par-^ 
** Uamenty be expunged from the Journals of 
^* this Houfe, as being fubverfivc of 'the right* 
** of the whole body of eleftors of this king* 
^« dom/' 

Votes of March 29, 177^. 

Ordered, That the order X)f the day for the 
fecond reading of the Bill to incapacitate Wil* 
liam Abraham, James Anderfon junior, &c» 
&c. from voting at elcdtions for Members to 
ferve in Parliament; and for the preventing 
Bribery and Corruption in the ele<Siion of 
Members to fcrve in Parliament, for the Bo- 
rough of Hindony in the county of Wilts, bo 
now read. 

Sir Cecil Wray, Member for Eaft Retford, 
gave notice in a very fpirited manner, that he 
would move the Committee to infert likewife 
in the Bill the names of the Bribers, theCandi-^ 
dates themfeives. The Lord Mayor, Mr. Wilkes^ 
obferved, that the punifliment ought to extend 
farther a§. to all the parties, and mentioned a 

great 
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great Mc& m the Statute Law againft Bnbei^ 
and Corruption ; that at prefent a perfon con- 
vi&ed of bribery and corruption was indeed in- 
capacitated from voting for a Membcf of Par- 
liament, but not from becoming himfelf a part 
of the legiflative body, and aAually fitting in 
that Houfe. He added,' that there wa3 at 
that time a fgentleman in a high and lucrative 
office under the Cro^n, beftowed upon him 
iince he was perfonally convided of bribery 
and corruption, who was admitted and ao 
knowledged to be a Member pf the Hou& 
of Commons in this very Parliament. He 
appealed to the Minifter himfelf, who was pre- 
fent, for the truth of the alfertion ; hut no an- 
fwer was given. He further remarked, that the 
mode propofed by fome gentlemen, of profe- 
cuting the elciSors of Hindon in a court of 
law, inftead of punishing them by the prefent 
Bill, would let half the guilty efcape, even 
fuppofing a lawyer could be found public- 
fpirited enough to undertake fo many and ex- 

penfive 

t The perfon alluded to is fuppofcd to be Bamber 
Gafcoyne, Efq; Member for Truro in Cornwall, now 
a Lord of Trad«, wko was proiecuted to c6nvi£lioai 
for bribery at'a'fdiiner eleftion for Maiden in Eifex.' 
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iponlive caufes, under the known clrcitmftsmce 
«of the poverty of the parties, and their inab^- 
Jity to pay the penalties; for, as the law now 
-fiands, any perfon guilty of bribery and cornip- 
?tion, who informs againft another equally guit- 
^ty, faves hknfelf, and acquires a perfonal indeoi- 
'nity ; that this would certainly be the cafe of the 
•venal wretches at Hindon, and coofequentlf 
*94 of them nright eflape the punifhment^ 
which all the 1 88 fo highly merited, whereas 
"the mode of a Bill in Parliament dealtout equal 
and exemplary puniihment lo all the guilty. 

Votes of 0<Steber 26, 1775* 

Hcfolved, That an humble Addrefs be pfre- 
^ented to H-is Majefty, to return His Majefly 
the thanks of this Houfe, for His moft graci- 
'ous Speech from the Throne. 

To affupe His Majefty, that wc have long 
lamented the condition of our tinhappy fellow- 
Tubjeds in America^ feduced from their alle- 
giance by the grofleft mifreprefentations, and 
the moft wicked and infldious pretences, &c« 
tocdeclare, that His Majefty's faithful Com- 
mons took a ilncere part in His Majefty's pa- 
ternal 
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ternal d'efire, rather to reclaim, than to fub-r 
due, the moft refractory of His Colonies, &g./ 
the rebellious war now levied is become more, 
;genera], &c. that we thankfully ackhowledge 
the gracious confiderations, which induced Hia 
Majefty to fend a part of His EUStral trpop§ 
to the garrifons of Gibraltar and Por^ Mahon,t. 
ice* and that we are bound in d^ty to return: 
His Majefty our particular thanks, for point-r 
ing out to us, from the Throne, the conftir 
tutional refource of our welUmodelled and 
vrell-'regulaxed national Mititiay &c. and to 
aflure His Majefty, that we hear with thq 
bigheft fatisfadion the afFedlionate declaratiou. 
«f the Faihirrf his People j &c, &c, &c. . 

The Lord Mayor, Mr» If^ilkis^ (aid, 

, Mr. Speaker, 

I entirely agree with the •honourable gen- 
tleman, who Seconded the Motion for an Ad- 
drefs to His Majefty, that every man ought now 
Ufpeak ouU and in a moment to importaiit as 
the prefent to die whole empire, T think ic 

Vol. I. F lit 



• Governor Lyttekon^ Member for Btwdley, new 
Lord Wcftcote, a Lord of the Treafury, 
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iH* Wctties. Hk dignity asd dutjrof PadSdonat 
to hSe icfetF in flich a Mfeine, advfacdry M* 
AefB t9» Qbe diMne a» tlia6 no«v pnipeftid. We . 
<<Mjght riitbep^ 6r^ fib sppmoc^ dur Somticfgi^ 
l^kh iboftd' and wH uiAfcrt ig ' adyice^ an4 ev«» 
trkh re wH i iifto nccy. againft the coadttA of ki* 
«t!iiiAc^j' who KaKitf ' pftcippiaiBd tiw mtioit 
iittb^ati i^yl^ raff/Mv^, fUmMUP ztiAfmmdermB 
war. 1 tail the war wMl cwr' bretl^ren io 
^merit^ zn* uvjufi, ffhnious waif, bacauTa die 
prifnary c^tcife and^ cofflbflbd origtivflf k ia, to 
attempt ta take their mofl«y from fhetn- wwh-,., 
^ut thrrr conf^^nr, contrary tqr t*ie CDimnaii 
rig;hts of air man kind, and t^ofe great (iinda^ 
mental principle of the En>^lft conAirutiont 
for which Hamp/en bled. I ailcrt, fir, fhat , 
it is in confcquehce a ffiurderoui war, becauie 
4t is an effort to deprive men c£ thcif lives 
for ftandinj up ifi thc.j.uft caiife of the defence 
of their property^, and their dear rights. \t 
becomes no lefs a mun^^r^m w^r with ref^^eA 
to m^ny of .Q«r . feltow /ubj.e£ls of this iflacid,; 
for every man, either of the navy or army^ 
who has been fent by government to Anierjca^ 
;and fallen a viflim in this unnaturaj and un- 
juft. coatcft, br.5j» in i»y oplaioa, hccji mur* 

daetl 
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^end "by zimmttrztion^ and hJs "blood' 1T«8 at 
Cheir door. * Such a war, I fear, fir, will draw 
«dl3wn the vengeance of heaven upon this de- 
moted kingdom. . v : 

I think this war, fir^ fatal and ruinous to 
our cpuntrj. It abfohitery annihitites the onty 
;great fource of our wealthy which we enjoyed 
^unrivatkd fy other nations^ and deprives lis of 
the frttits of the laborious ' induRry of near 
F 1 th ree 

^ The Speech of the LOR J> MAYOR, Mr. mtke), 

irom the H.iif!rngs at Gi^icthalf, to the COMMOSl 

ItALL, April 5, 1775, . 

Gentlemen of\ the Liuetj^ ' ' '■ 

ft.wowld ill become me on tKis itnportant day to 
take lip mnch of your time. I very readily corypHed 
with the req\ieft of leveral refpeftaWe Citizens to call 
<h is Common liajl^ from every feeding of' jxiftice anii 
h»inanity to o«r pepfecuted brethren 5h America^ and 
thie fjstal coniequencea vl forcfee of the violent proceed^ 
inff;s iiow carrying on, 'whi<h muft fo deeply affe£l the 
pro/perity, not only of this, the fir ft Cdmrnercial dty 
in the worid, but tikewife the whole kingdom. I ^iU 
only, gentlemen, beg leave to read tb you from yotrr 
own records on this fubje^, the wclxIs of a'petidon 
from this Metropolis to both Hotfes of Parliameni, 
long before the preient unhappy ccnteft between the 
Mother Country' .and her ./^m^nVtf /I 0/0/7 w began, ib 
long ago as the. year 1739 . 

*"* Xhe Citiicas of London are too"d.eeply intci^ed 

'< in whatever aDfe^the trade of *this j^tion not to ot- 

' • ' " prcli 
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three millions of fubje£l$, which centred here* 
^ai commerce has already taken its flight, 
and our American merchants are. now deplor- . 
jng the confequences of a wretched policy^ 
\i^hich has been 'purfued to their deftrudion. 
Iti^, fir, no lefs rmn^us with regard to th^ 
enormous expence of the fleets s^nd armies ne- 
ceflary for this nefarious undertaking, and of 
confequencethe fenormous fupplies toberaifed. 
ft> 

^* prefs the utmoft anxiety for the welfare of thatonl^ 
-^* iource of our riches. The petitioners apprehend, that 
*** the trade from theie His Majefty's kingdoms to His 
*• American Colonies ^ is of the utmofi importance^ and 
"** almofl the $nly preJitaSU trade this nation »ouo enjoys 
•** unrvo ailed by otter j.^^ 

If, Gentlemen, the trade to our American Colonies 
.«e:tr forty y&ars ago was, according to the declared 
opinion of this Metro}v)Iis, of fuch importance, the 
amazing entries for ieveral late years made in the books 
cf the Cuftom-houf'e, which are a moft daily before 
jour eyes, will bcft demonftrate to what an immenfe 
anagiiitude it is fnire grown, and that fuch an obje& 
<a}ls for our moft earned, unwearied attention and re- 
gard. Whatever your determinations may jbc, job 
may be aflured of tlie kearty £0iKurrcnce j©f your 
Chief Magiftrate. 

f In the Speech from tlie Throne on the iajipe day HJc 
JA ijefty declared, "among the many unavoidable iUcon- 
"** fequenccs of this Rebeliion^ none afeSsmemorefeiffib^ 
** than the extraordinary burthen which it mud create tp 
** mv faithful fijbje^sr* This jiaffag^ i« .a jc;Icar djonon^ 

liratioh» 
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iJi'that we arc wafting our prcftnt wealth, whiRr 
we are deftroytng the fonrces of all we injgh( 
have in future. An humane miiid rnuft con*, 
template with agony the drcacfful cahamkies ancE' 
convulfions^ wbich arc the confequence of! 
every civil war, and cfpeciafiy a, civil war o£ 
this magnitude and extent. . , , i •\ 

I (peak, fir, as a firm friend to Engfand and 
America, but ttifi more to univcrfal .liberty.,, 
and therfghts of all roarrkind.. I truft no pa«t« 
of the fut^ie(9rs of thrs vaft empire wili ever 
fuSmft tobe (Javes. I am fiire tl>e Americans. . 
are too high fpirrted to brook the Mea- Your, 
whole power, and that of youp allies^, if you 
had any, evei> of all the GermsMi troops, of atl,. 

F"? .. . .: ..thg ,, 

ftrationy that the Sp«eclv from tr-e Throne niuft be 
eonfidered as »he • 6p?eech. of the MiniAer^ not of the . 
Sovereigiu The MinitlieXy who controUs the finantts^'' 
of a ftate, weold naturaI4y dwell oatlie great expewQ - 
of a rebel Hotts war, but a good and. humane King^. 
wbo.lovM bis feo|»ley would ^ morejknjiblj, fijfe&d 
by the idea of tlve cruel efltuiJon: of the bloody and thtf. * 
lofs of the lives, of naatvy thou£mis. of ^9 Ibbjcdls* •.. - 

En 1744, Mcnitt eft attaque par letj Franyciiis. , 
On .dit ai^utsiXV, qu'en^brufq^iMiitVitte attaque qm 
coutera quelques. hommes, oa iera qnatre jours pU- 
tot daiis la ville-. ** Eh bien>' dit h:Rof> "prenons- 
^ la quatrejours plus tard ^)'aimenxieux perdre qiu<re 
**40ttra devant.une place,, qu'un feul de mes lujets*" 

Jcurnr.l dc Loui&.XV.. 
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ihrruffiaiTsfrom lite northr whom you ean Rfr^ 
CBi>not efTe^ ib wicked 'a.pLrrpofe. The condufi^ 
of the prefent adratnidration has already itvreft* 
cd the iceptre of America out of the hands of 
^our Sovereign, a-nd he has nowfcarcely even Zt 
^oftmaflcr left in that whok northern conti- 
nent. More than half the en^pire is already 
«l;>fl, a;Kl aJmoft allthe reft in confuiion ;and 
anarchy. The miniftry have brought our So- 
vereign into » more di (graceful fuaation than- 
any crowned head now livii^g^ He^lone ha» 
already loft, -by their fatal cow nfek, more terri- 
tory th3i>the three great united powers of Ruf- 
fUjAuftriavand Pruffia have togethcrhy a wicked 
confederacy r^ii/w/Poland pf,andhy equal a<39^ 
of violence gnd injufticc from adminiftration. 
EitgWd wa5 never engage31n a icohteft of 
fuch importance to ottr moft valuable eoticems 
iind pQffelfions. We ^re fighting for' the fub- 
'jeAion, the 4^(yfi^ii4onalfitlm4£iM^^o{^SL4:x)\inixy 
infinitely moy-e -^xten^d th*n our own y of 
which every >day increafes the wealth, the 
natural ftrei>gth, the population. Shouli 
•wc not fuccecci, it will 'be a iofs never 
enough to be deployed, a bpfom friendflilp 
foutcd -to hate mi Xefeoiwi«»t^ W« &all be 

con- 
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^ttnA ftparMott will fallow^ ,«iid ;|be graii* 
iemof the BritHOiciii^ire piife swajn*. Sueoefi:^ 
.jSvtf/ fiieoefs^ feesit lotne not Ofttiyecalv not 
tecepiUitB^ but impo^ble. Hoviey^ we insy 
Affbr «inof|g ourfclviefi, they ar^ fcrfeftfy unit* 
cd. On tlH3 fide the Mamtu psFHy-yag^.imhap- 
pily divides us^ but one ibul ai»imate9 the ya/t 
nordMTR contrnentofAinflrics^^fhf; general ^a«« 
^^7} and each provincial ailemUy. i^^ ?^p^i^T 
has been nubde to the iword, and at tbeclojCb of 
Ibe laft campaign what have vre conquered ? 
Bunhr^s Hillonly^ and with thf lofe of 1200- 
men. Aic we to pay as di^ajly for the j'cft of 
America? The idea of the comj^ueft of that im- 
inenfe continent is as romantic a3 uiiJ4;(ft» . 

The honog Fable *;gentkrpan^ whp moved 
the Addrcfs, fays, ** the Americans have been 
** treated with lenity.'' Will fads jjiiftify 
the afiertion f , Was your £e/lon port Bill 
3L meafuje of lenity ? Wa& your Jijherf Bill 
a fiieaiiire cf lenity ? Was your Bill for 
taking away the iharter of the I^affachtiftft 
By a meafure of tenity, or even juftice ? £ 
F 4 omit 

• 5ohn Dyfce Adasd, Sf^ Mentbtr foe CaUin^- 
ton in Cornwall* 
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Amit jrcur many oth^r grofs pro?ocationfr aixf 
firfultsV'by whhrh the brave Americans have 
been driven into their prefent ftate. H« aiertv 
that they avow a difixirrftfon to be indifendini» 
On the contrary y fir, afl the decorations faptb 
of the late aind the prefent ccngnff, imrform-' 
ly tend to this one objeft, of being put itc 
tke fami fidiing thi Ammcans were in the' 
year 176J. Thb has been therr ooly dqpnand, 
from which tfecy have never varied. Their daily 
jprayers and fetitms are for liberty^ peoce^ an(8 
fafeiw I ufi: the words of the Off^^ the 
feft year. T bey juftly expeS to be put on* 
an equal footing wuh the other f«bjefis of the 
empire, and areviriBing to come inta any fair 
agreement with you rn commcrciar concern's. 
If you cbiffine all mir trade to yoorfelvesy 
fay they 5 if you make a monopoly of oiip 
commerce ; if you fhut a^I the otiier ports of 
the world againflr vs, io not tax ns Ukewife,*- 
If you tax usy then give us a free trade, fuch a» 
you enjoy yourfelves^ Let us have equal ad- 
vantages of commerce^ al! other ports open ioK* 
uj, then we can, and wilF, chearfully, volunta-.- 
rily pay taxes.^ You will have z^free willoffer" 
i»^'givea with pleafurc^ not grudgmglvv - 
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V le ntuft g(ve« fir^ every man who !oves thfe 
ccHintry, the dcepelt concern at the naming Ht 
the Addrefs foreign troops, Hanoverians and 
Heffians, who are now called to rnterfere in 
our domeftfc quarrels, not to JweQ thfs Jay 
on the illegality of the m^afure, the danger 
and difgrace attending foreign mercenaries*. 
Xbe mtlitiay indeed, are we arc told to be 
now employed, and that noble iniliturtion is 
at prefent complimented by ministers, but wc 
know they hate the very name of a militia^. 
and that meafure rs adopted only becauife the 
embodying of thofe forces enables adminiftra-* 
^ion to butcher more of our felk)W-fubje£ls 
in America. 

Sir, 1 difapprove not only the evH fpirit of 
the whole Addrefs^ but likewife the wreicheJ 
adulation of almoft every part of it* My wifli 
and hope therefore is, that it will be rejeiEled, 
by the Houfe, and that another dutiful, yet 
decent, and manly, Addrefs will be prefented io 
the King, praying his Majefty to ibeatfie 
the fword, prevent the farther effufion of the 
blood of our fellow- fubjefls, adopt fcmie mode 
of iiegodation with the general congrefs* 
in compliance with their repeated ^rtiV/w/, 
. ■■ '■' •■"■• •■"■ ■■ " ' ^and 
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jdiftraAed Mipire, 

VdtHlof'Novetn6er27, 1775. 

A 'Motion was, ani the Qucftion being pro- 
prbpofecJ, «^ That an huniblc Addrifs be 
•' prefentedto his Ma}eRy, humbly requeft- 
** ing, thatliis Majefty would be graciou% 
** pleafed to impart to this Hpufe, who 
^^ were the original authors and advifers to 
•* his Majefty of the following rpeafures^ 
** before they were propofed in Parliament-:^ 
•' for taxing America, without the confcnt 
** of its Aflemblies,, for the, purpofc of a 
♦* Revenue, &c. &c/" ^ 

Mr/3^^/i^jfaid, 
Mr. Speaker^ 
The A^idnfs to his Majefty, which ♦ the 
honourable gentlemap bas moved this.q^yi is^ 
fo eflentiaily different from all other late ad- 
drefies to the throne,, that I own it meets wi;k 
my hearty concurrence.. 1 think it, fir, of the 
utmofi confequeiice to know the original au- 
thors and advifers of thisunjuft, pernicious, and 

cal- 

^ Mr. Alderman Oliver^ Member for London. 
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cat anutotts ^i;, vvbich has alicaJf tfet tigad wlA 
hlood a part of .Ajpiexicay aad ipread (horror «»^ 

tioent. .Wbcaia^iny provinces dffibeean^r 
are<ali;^y.k)&,.Bnd the reA vStduaUy.fingagod 
in a criiel^ clvit wacy wc Q^ght npt tafit^toMr« 
in a criminal it^ioenefs. It hGcx>mc&^urJMy^ 
as the grand in^ueft of the aauao^ to find oulC 
axxd pupifli the dellrv^ueats^ i>y -wbofe ifatal 
counfels fuch evils have been brought Jipon thb 
coffivuMect) and a)mp(l riMned fiate. We owe 
it to the peqple ^t large., and feMcral of iw havc^ 
It in exprefs charge from our conftkucflts. 

VVe are, I fear, Fir., on the eve of zn 

eternal^ political fepijratron from the wefterii 

world, unlefs a very fpeedy reconciliation 

fliould take place,. Jf the prcfent motioiithap* 

pily meets with fiiccefs, J am fure it will do 

more towards a (inceiie, lading, and hearer 

union with Amerioa, t]iap all 4he captious 

and .fallacious -prgpofals of admiAiAration. 

The AmejricaQs will then believe we indeed 

defure a . tecpnciliation with them, and 'Xhoy 

will at lei)gth;b^gfn to have confidexure in our 

coanfeU, when they fee the vengeance of Par- 

liam^Atlan on Stic auihors< of our common xa« 

Jamittet. 
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famities. The principles of violence and m^ 
joftice, which have hitherto prevailed, thejr 
will* fee, if the Houfe is really in earneft to 
treat, yield to equity and moderation;: a ne- 
gociatioii on &ir, equal, and j[uft terms, may 
enfue, and a general tranquility be re-e(ta« 
blifhed in an empire, which is' now fliakcn ta 
its very fbundations. 

I really thihk, fir, this is almoft the only 
method how left of extricating ourfelves witli^ 
honour and dignity from bur prefent alarming 
difficulties. You have voted fleets and armies,, 
and your forbes figure greatly in the papers of 
the Secretary at War, and mi the expenfive 
eflimates on your table. But the minifier 
knows very well they are not equal to the 
mad pro^e<El of fubjugating the vaft continent 
of America, nor do I beKcve the 'vhole 
ftrength of this kingdom adequate to fuch an 
attempt* After a very bloody campaign you 
have conquered only one hill of lefs than a 
mrfe''s circumference, for yoa were fuffered to 
land as friends in the only fca-port town of any 
confequence which you pofieie. Would the *no«> 

We 

* Loril Ge9fge Saek'viih Germaiir, one of His M&* 
teftr'a Principal Secretaries of State. SJ^^r JmerUa} 
^ Frc« 
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Ue lord, whom his Majeft7 has lately raii^ to 
one of the higheft riviV officeSy if he were (cn% 
0n z?mli$ary fervice, would he venture^ evei^ at > 
the head of the whoU Britijh cavalry^ to ad- 
vance ten miles into the country ? He wpul4 
not, I am perfuaded, be fo ra(h, nor do I 
think his fpirit quite daring enough to mak^ 
the attempt. And is any minifter weak enougl^ 
to flatter himlelf with the conqueft of. all 

Nortl? 

From the London Gatctte of April z6,< 1760. 

This Court, [a General Court-Martial] upon the 
<onfideracion of the whole matter before them, is of 
opinion. That LordCgorge Sadvilii is guilty of havr 
ing difobeyed the orders of Prince Ferdinand of Brunf- 
wick, whom he was by his Commiflion* and Inftnic* 
tions dire^ed to obey^ as Commander in Chief, ac- 
cording to the rules of war; and it is the further opi- 
nion of this Court, that the faid Lord George Sack^vilU 
isy and he is hereby adjudged, uftfit tofir-ve His Ma- 
fejfj tM Miff HiLiT AKY capacity whatever, i 

From the London <Gazette, of Nov. xi, 1775* 

His Majefty having pleafed to appoint the Kight 
Honourable Lard George SackwUe Germain to be otie 
cf His Majeity^s Principal Secretaries of State, )|is 
Lordpiip was this day, by His Majefty's command^ 
iwom.one of HisMajcfty^s Principal SecrctSM-ict of 
State accordingly. 
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ffortb Amerrcsr ?' TKe Americans will dH^ute 
cvery^'iheh *f>f tcmtory with yo«, evciy 'nar- 
row paft, evcrjr flrong dd8)ej every Ther^ 
jnapfttgj circiy Bunktr^s ISIL A frafti of 
iRoit unfortunate ef ehts will^ probabfy endie, 
and the power- of recrufting-, pcfhapsr AiUtR* 
iitg* y<^r ^weakendt (brces^ at fach a cHfhtnce^ 
^ Ibft. After air anavailing ffruggfb of a vib^ 
Ifew yean,! Yi^n th^ ramed iHetchanr smd ma- 
iMiAdurer befiege your doors, you will perhaps 
think of naming' ambaflaJoi& to thr general 
congnefi^iaftsadof tb« wHid aa49x^n6vff.job 
and farce, now ia conteoiplatipn,. of thiity com* 
fBifiOiMsrSy wiih a fiUary of four UiouCuad pouad-g 
t:9x\\'y to cry iVtir^, .w^in ihre h no Peatf. 

Yet, firj^.l%hiakPea£e abfolutely neceflary 
bttwcsa Great Britain aail America^ and 
therefore 'I approve the prefcnt morion^ ai 
holdifigout the olive b^ajQcb^ The Americans 
are rapidl](( ettCKeaftng i^ papulal^i^n^ and; iq 
the knowledge of all the.ufeful art^ of.Iif^. Alas t 
fir, they are not ignprant even in the f^fbipn- 
able art of murdering our own (jpeciesu Thf 
late* woriify governor of .P^nfylvania ^ declared 
. - . ' "' iat ' 

• Richarcl Penh, Efqj .was exanrio^^ beforr the 
Houfe of Lords, KoK' xo, 1775. 
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arf llitt Wof the other BamCa^ thoitlitff po^ 
vifKT now grew Mmie com than was^ A]ffci«a6 ^ 
^ lll«> Aipply of its iitkakttjmts ; th«t tiur|r 
•exported tf>nMcrMy mwf ytert' tftatr'tlMyf' 
perfeAty vn^rpflMd'thearfi of^inaftit)g> gun*-' 
p«wder,^ ainl tRkl< tffeAol ii ;- that tliey> bail 
«fta6tifhe#fiH»rri works €cif procure <a)l)^ires 
ibat t^y kad tlle^oiateiMrls andmedns in great 
pfeftly ef caftinp kon canned}, thoit the arc 
mFcaBing Wdi *{Mfs» and' iroA caonont, 'as welt 
asT of fabrkranitg finatt ahm» kaii beisn <ar« 
f le^ (e f^fcst pepflifVum ; and tllat iliey ncftf 
(expert itt^ftip-biiHding b^ond the EurcipeaRS. 
Hedeclawd'Kltc^ifi^, lAwf' fiiig<ar province had 
actually enpdfed^ 2^,000 men ) io anns^ cinblsv*' 
boiiiei^, liiut lidt in pay , and bad 4060) tniiiute 
nien* rtady on the fefft notice of any danger* 
The-au%l^l»tte aeeovAtB of the prepaiiaikina foi" 
the.fomamgt training,' and' difiHpIintng' trooj^s 
in the; Mal&dfciiftli Bay and ia Viiqginia^ are ' 
^uaUy fbntiidsMe^ nor avethey ]ficoni]dera)>]e* 
in tbf^^Titmedfrovm^s. Every Wearof focce ' 
therefore onpaui^Me nitifk appcaar iafcaaaMo^ 
Mi vnCc kgjifeiiii^ fi V haire baldthited the 
ftrangth 9f ety/taAtM -fvm the ntupfiber 0^ ios 
4nha:hitaiTf^Jt tb^'foli^i^is, ftrofigv ai>d adiv^. 
^M -^ •• •' -' ■' The" 
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The popuktion ID moft parts of Americar tsi 
(doubled in the courfe of nineteen or tWtntyt 
years, while that of thk ifland is knpwa ra-' 
liher to have decrealed fince the year 169a.) 
The emigrations of late from the. three k4ngr 
doms have been amazing aad alarming. Our 
own people have fled in mitltitudea from a, 
government, under which they ftarved. It 
appears irom the niceft calculations^ ^hat many 
more of our fellow-fubje&s have voluntarily left 
this kingdom for America— -never to return — 
than I beh'eve adminiftratton has hitherto fent 
in their pay both of fleets and armies-— never to 
return*— in any confiderable proportion 1 mean 
of the force fent. The Americans, fir, are a| 
pious and religious people. With much ar- 
dour and fuccefs they follow the fjrft great 
command of Heaven, Bi fruitful^ and mu&ipfy. 
While they are fervent in thefe devout exer* 
cifes, while the men continue enterprifing and 
healthy, the women kind and prolific, all 
your attempts to fub<lue them by force will be 
rtdicjulous and unavailing, will be legarded by 
them with fcorn and abhorrence. They are 
daily flrengtbening, and if you loie the pro- 
lent moment of feconciliation^ to which thi^ 

motioo 
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madoA tends, you lofe all* America jnsty 
jiowrbe reclaimed or regained, but cannot be. 
fuhdued. 

Gentlemen, fir, do not feem to have con-. 
fideied the aftonifhing difadvantages, under 
which we engage in this conteft againft the. 
coQibined powers of America, not only from 
the diftance ao4 natural ftrength of the coun- 
try, but the peculiar and fortunate circum- 
ftanc^ of ayoupg, ridng empire. The cen- 
gr</Sf fir, have not the monftrous load of a, 
debt of above one hundred and forty millions,. 
like our Parliament, to ftruggle with, the very 
iiuereft of which would fwallovir up all their 
taxes ; nor a numerous and hungry band of 
vk\tb placemen and penfioners to provide for ; 
nor has luxury yet enervated their minds or 
bodies^ Every (hilling which they raife, will go 
to the man who iights the bt^cs of his coha- 
try. They fet out like a y^ng heir with a 
sioble landed eftate, unincumbered with enor- . 
motts family debts, while we appear the poor, 
oldy iecble, exhaufted, and ruined parent;. 
but eithaufted and ruined by ou^ pwn wi4:ke,d< 
nefa^ prodigality, and profligacy^ 

Vol. I. G Fir, 
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^ Sir, I (itfttty hear tht Amerjeam, wfaa gIo9ir. 
ykh\v 9L iivin9 icts^d far Mb9vt]r in alijcs. 
branches, mifreprefented in this Houfe, and 
the bftehfibre mfniftcF is diligeiit in ^repagating 
the moft'liiijuA calumnies ftgaiivftthem. The 
n'oble lord- with the bhie ribband te)d iisy the 
liberty ef thi fr^t was loft tbrotrghour Ame* 
rica". The noble terd dectives ua in fhis^ aa 
ill many other things. Prtim expeHence we 
know that hia intelligence ean never be relied 
upon. The libefty of the prefs, ihe buU 
wark of aH oirr liberties, 'is (oft only in BbC- 
tbn, for his loFd/hip*s miniflerial troops goveni 
ihGre only. The prefs i=ji fr^e at Water-Towff, 
but fevcn miles ill ftant frOm Lofton,' at Rhtia'^ 
JelpKia, Newport, Wiillamfburgh, wKi in the 
left of North AmericSi. '1 wilf give the Woufe 
the demonftfation.' General Gage's foolifii 
ahtl contemptible propel anfation^againft Samuil 
'jfd<m5 an%i Jnhn HoHcdrk^ two ^worthy gen- 
tfemen, and, Idaretb^^dd, ^ctins patriots, aV^n 
that proclatlia^ionv dsclaring^'them lasbeh y^i 
traitors, while the generals WaftiingeoD, P#t^ 
n'^'m aiTd Lee, with aU<thc^navaK ct^mmandect 
in arms, were-V^nC^iicfedby hiiii,^*ppears«* 
printed in all the American papers. His let- 
"^^ . , 4ers 
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twa Ittei^He to Govcwior TumbulT aiid othtrs^ 
in uriiieh.he moft hcretcally apologized for Jirs 
inert condufis ts neceJIbry fit the proit^mef 
ibf Mrtr.y'-^ibi prott&icn tf an army }^^ztA of an 
armvy wkicb we were taught to believe would 
look all op|K^iofi ttito Ai^«£lTon, awe the 
fadiou9) and give fecttritj to the well affofted, 
thcfe letters too were alt Faithfulty copied. I 
believe all the ctiriotis, futile orders he has 
iffiied, ail his unmeaning declarations and pro* 
cbmationS) w»M be found asexaA in the Petl- 
fylvania, Wattr-Tpwn^ and other American 
news-paperSy as ha the Gazette, publi(hed by 
his aiitbority at Boftony which in other ref- 
pecis is as partial afid f&Ke as th^t of the Ame- 
rican Secretary pubJiflied ./y, tf«</Ai^rty m this 
c;|pitaL 

The ♦honpuraWc gentleman, fir^ who fpoke 
lafft, ftys, the Vptefent addrdi i;? trifling, for 
*'*w«.alfeady.k.ni^w.ihe2Uihor and advifer of all 
**.lfbe.late.n>eafwres.againft America ; that the 
*' nqble lord with the Hue ribband wilt avow 
** tfaenri, and- has done it.'* I wifli to hear fuch 
a declaration. Will. the ^noble lord avow him- 
Gt % fclf 

, f A»tiiony Storcr> Efqj Member for Carlifle, 
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fcUtStit advifer of t)irly oae of the hte llagt«4 
tioos meafures, that of cftabli(hing Popery and 
de(i)otic power in Canada ? The father of that « 
roonftfDut birth I thooght had prudently bi- : 
cherto cfaofen to remain eonoealed.. He like^ 
Vfik tells iis» ^ the motion now before us is 
*' coupled with nothing, and leads to nothing/" 
I will tell him what it ought to lio^t^j what it ^ 
oughttofaefM/^//i/t<;i/3&. I mean an impiachmeHt^ " 
fir, which I truft will follow, as the nextnto* 
lion of the honourable gentleman, who fpoke 
fivR \n this debate. Whoever did advife the 
rneafures lately purfued, which have loft ba)f 
cur empire, I confidcr as a criminal of. fa 
tteep a dye, that his bead would be a juft fa-i* 
cri&^e to the honour of England and the peace 
of America. The word htpeacb/renty I hope^ ; 
win always firike terror to the car and heart of 
a. wicked and aibttrary miniftery and that the 
iiobleft and mod important prerogative of this 
free people, fecured to us by our great deliverer^ 
king William III, in the "AS for the further 
*'• limitation of the crown^ and better fecur- 
•' ing the rights and liberties of the fulgeft,'* 
will fhortly have its full cffe£l, ** that no par- 
^^ don under the great feai of England be 

** pleai- 
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^^ pleadable to an impiachnunt by the Cona* 
*' mons in Pariiamcnt/* 

Votes of March 21, 1776* 

.A Motion was made, and the Queftion was 
put, .** That Icaye be given to bring in a 
** Bill, fox a juft and equal Reprefeqtsitioa 
^ of the People of fngl^md in Parliainent.'' 

Mr. Speaker, 
All wife'governtnents, and vreH-regulated 
iftates, have been particularly careful to mark 
and corrcft the various abufes, virhich a con- 
fiderable length of time almbft neccflarily 
creates. Among thefe, one of the moft ftri- 
king and important in our country i?,r the 
prefent unfair and inadequate ft ate of the rc- 
prefentation of the people of England in Par- 
liament, It is now become ib partial and un- 
equal from the lapfe of time, that I believe 
almoft every gentleman in the Houfe will agrefe 
with me in the neceffity of its being taken into 
our moft furious coniideratidhj and of our ers« 
deavouring to find a remedy for this great and 
growing evil. - ■ ' '- ' . - • 

G3 - I wifll 
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Vxviihf &, my Header ^ilUiies were eqml 
to a thorough inveftigation of|P& momentoi^ 
bufinefe. Very diligcat aD^j^cli- meant en* 
deavours have not been uranting to trace k 
^om the firll origin. The moft natural and 
•peffejft idea of a free govemmnit isy in my 
mind, that of the people thcfn&liAes aiiembling, 
*to detennine by what laws tbey ekiife tcy be 
governed, and to eftablifb the regulations they 
think neceflary^for tlv? proteftton of theiF pro- 
perty and liberty againft all violence amirfraud* 
•Every member of Awrh a commuwty would 
fubmit with alacrity to the obfervance of vrhat 
b^d been enad^ed by hrnr^ielf^ and affill wit^ 
fpirit in giving efficacy and vigour to laws and 
ordinances, wbich derived all their auth^ity 
from his own approbation and concurrd 
in fcnali incot>fiderabIe (tates^ this «tode ol 
^ifi^tion h'<ts been happily followed, bot^ 
ancient and modern rim^s. The extent 
populoufnefs of a great ertipire feems fcarc^y 
to admit it without confufion or tumult ; and 
therefore our aDeeftor«> more wife in thi* 
than the ancient R<?mans, adapted tbe reprc- 
ftnt^tlQO of tbc many by a yiw;, as anfvcering 
more fully the true ends of gover nmcnt. P.ome 

was 
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^8 «(iiflaT)6d frowiitatteistioB t« thU very jcir« 
tclnnftslhoe, tedl by one other fatal a£l, wMch 
oiightto 6e it ttwvug nvztmttg Ot> the peopte, 
evert agdini^ their otvn reprdentativea, the 
4e*iriRg {>o#er toD -iohg in the handsof the 
'CUneperfom, -by wMch the armtes^f the re** 
^blic became the armies of Sy\hi Pamfey, 
•and Caefari When aH the burgheirs. of Italy 
obtained the freedom, of Rome, and voted in 
peblic- afiemMies^ their ifittltitudes rendered 
the dfiHnSton of the citizen of Rome a4>d ihe 
alien impoffible* Their aflemblies and delibe- 
rations became4iferderly and tumultuoua. Un- 
principled and ambitious men found out the 
fecret of turning them to the ruin of the Ro- 
•qpn liberty an<l common-weal thk Among 
this evil it avoided by upr^ltviiBtkn^ and 
;Vt thejuftice of the principle 4s preierveJ. 
^^^y Englilbman- i« fiippofed to be prcfcnt in 
rliamenf, either in perfon, or by a deputy 
'cbofen by himfelfi and therefore thaiefohitian 
of ParMamcnt is taken to be thc.refolutioivrof 
every Individual, and to give to the public the 
oonicnt and approbation of every f<ee agent^^f 
tlie comnninity* - r 

9 A M- 
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According to the &ft foraiatfoQ of thir ex*' 
cellenc conftitucion, fb long and lb juftlf our 
greaicft boafk ami beft inberitanct, wv ftnif 
that the people thus took rare no laws &oaki^ 
beenaded, no taxes leviedi but /jt their cm- 
fiHtj exprefled by their repreftntactves in the 
<great couac3 of the nation^ The mode of re«^ 
prefeiitatton In; antient ttmo» being tokraU^ 
'adequate and proportioRate, the fenfe of ibe 
people'' was known by that of Pafliaihenty 
their fliare of power in the legiflature being pre*-* 
ferved> and founded in eqi»l juftice, AtprefenCp 
it is become infuiBctent, partial, and unjiift. ^ 

Fron> fo pleaftng » view as that of the equaS 
power, which our anceiloFS had, with great: 
wifdom and care, moddted for the cotnmons: 
of this realm, the preftnt fcene gv^s u$ not 
very venerable rui ns of that raajeRic and beau^ 
tiful fabric, the EngTi!& conftftutiom As the^ 
whole feems'vn difiM-der and confufion, ail the 
former onion and harmony of the parts are lofl 
or deflroyed. It appears, fir, from the wrJps 
remaining in the King's remembsancer^s o£kc- 
in the exchequer, that no lefs than 7.% tevms 
fent members to the Parliament in the a3<l> 
|$th, and 2&tb^ of fd'waxd I. wbicb^ h«i^e 

Johg 
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lo0g ceafei to be reprciisntecl. Thensant§ 
of ibine of diem zte fcarcely known n> 
u$f fuch as tbofe of Canebrig and JBMibuig 
in Northumbi^land, Perihorc* and Brem ki 
Worcefler&ire, Jarval) and TykhM \n York- 
Ibire. Wbat a bappy fate, fir, bas acteRd«4 
the boroughs of Gatton and Old Saruai, of 
which, although iffa p^riire rmna, the name^ 
are familiar to us, the clerk regularly caU» 
them over, and four refpedable genikmen ro* 
prefent chdr departed greatnefs, as the knights^ 
a< a coronation reprefent Aquii:a»ne and-Nov«- 
matidy ? The little town of Banbury, pifite 
vltliy grand nnom^ as Rabelais fays of Cbinon^ 
has, I believe, only 1 7 e)e£tor$, yet gives us, 
in its reprefentative,*wbat is of the utmoft tnv- 
portance to the majority here, a iirft Lord of 
the treafury, and a Chancellor of the exche- 
quer. Its influence and weight on a dfvUsbn^ 
I have often feen overpower the united force 
of the members for London, Briftol, and fe«» 
veral of the moft populoui counties. £aft- 
Grinftead too, I think, bas only about 3j;> 
electors, yet gives a feat among us to that 
•fbrave^ iirmchrd zt the head of a great vrvx/ 

- _tz 

• Loid North is Member for Banbury. 

t Loid George Gcrmaiais Member forEaft6ri»fitwi» 
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.'AiaptntatAlj now very, miiitarjh wh6 kts ftiil^ 
.detcmttiied f tr confiur Jmirica^^lmi not in 
Girjmvrfi. It k not. Iky cnjr purpofe to weary 
Iho piitienoe of th« Houfe by the i«(bairches of 
an antiquajrian ioto the agicicntitaiie ^Vfour re- 
prefentation, and.^ variations ai different pd- 
rioda* I fltoll oaiiy.reniark fiiortly on wkat 
paded ii| cbe reign of Henry VK arid fotne of 
' hb Aicceflbrs, In ihat reign. Sir John For- 
tdcuei bis chancctlor^ obTerved chat (he Hoofc 
,of Coonmoiia confided of nsore than: 300 <:h^€n 
mini various ak^erations were miade byfifc- 
ceeding Kings till James I'L No change has 
happened fince that period* Greatt abafes, 
it snufl be owaed^ contrary to the priotary 
iddas of the Engliih conAitution, were icoa^ 
siitted by our forcrier princes, in giving the 
right of reprefehtation to feveral paltry bo- 
fougha, becaufe the places were poor, and dor 
pendent on them, or on a favourite wer* 
^rowH pstr. The land-cnarlcB ef the tdnftt- 
t4tion hflveoften^Ken removed. Themariced 
partiaJity f<>r Cordwall^ which ftngle eouaty 

ftiii 

t This feemt to allude to the celebrated ExpreiCon 
'of Mir. I^tt in the Houfe of Conuoons, thai ht hadcuw^ 
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■ fii^Jfintdsj within One, at mxnf nminAirS k§ 

die whole kingdom of ScotlatiA; ik ^tkiitg. 
It* aroTe from yielding cb the crown m tht 

• iihd knds a larger hereditary rcmenue than any 
o§her Engtifli coiinty, as wril «s fvom the 

,<hicby being in tbd crowi1» aad gilding an 
amazing command and influence* By fuoh 
abu&s a£ our prineea the cohflkiMion was 
wounded in its mod vital part. Henry VlII^ 
reftored two members, Edward VI. twenty^ 
Q^een Mary four. Queen Elizabeth twelve, 
James I. fixteen, Charles I. eighteen, in ait 
feventy-two. '(*he alterations by creation in 

:the fame period were more confidcrable, for 
Henry VIII. created thirty- three, Edward Vf. 
tweffty-eighti Qjteen M^ry feventeen, Qjiecn 
Lluiabeth forty-eight, James I. eleven ; in all 
137. Charles I. made no new creation of 
this kind. Charles II. added two* fr^r the 
coiinty, and two for the city of Durham, and 
two for Newark on Trent. This Houft is 
at'cMs h^ur coiDpofed of the fame reprefenta- 
tion it was at his demife^ notwithftanding the 
;nany and important changes, which have finee 
happen^. It becomes us therefore to enquire, 
whether the fenfe of Parliament can be now, 

■••■>• on 
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on folid grounds, from the prefent reprtieiidk 

tion faid to be the fenfe of the nation, as in 

the time of our foreCatbert ; I am * fatisfied, 

.fir, the fentimenta of the people cannot be 

; juftly known at this time from the refolutioos 

«of a Parliament, compofed as the prefent is, 

I even though no undue influence was praSifed 

after the return of the members to the Houfe, 

. even fuppofing for a moment the influence of 

all the baneful arts of corruption ^ to be 

.fufpended, v(^hich, for a moment, I believe, 

they have not been, under the prefentprofligatc 

adminiftration. Let us examine^ fir, with ex* 

adtnefs and candour, if the t reprefentation is 

fair and perfe£);, let us confider of what the efii-- 

cient parts of this Houfe arc compofed, and what 

proportion 

f Tb* repreTentation mull be complete. Ho ftstte^ 
a parf of which only is reprerented ia the legiflature^. 
that governs it, is y#(^ governed. Had 5ro//a/i// no re- 
prefentatjves ill the Parliament of Britatn^ ft would 
.not be free J nor would it be proper t» call Britmtf 
fiee, ihougii England^ its otlier pai-t, were adeqiiattly ' 

* reprcfcntcd. The like is true, in general, of every 

• country fubjeft to a legiAature m which fame of il» 
parts, or fome clafict of men Jn it» are reprcitBtsdy 
and others not. 

Dr. Price's Additional Obfervations on Civil 
• Liberty, page (• 
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pmp0tt\int tbey bear on the large Tcale, to the " 
body of tbe poople of Englaod^ who are fup* ' 
pefed to be reprefented/ \ 

. Tfae fouthern part of tbi^ ifland, to which I * 
now'confine my ideas, confifts of about five ' 
millions of.people, aocording to the moft re- 
ceived calculation.- I will flate by what num- > 
bers tfae majority of this Houfe is eleAed, and ) 
1 fuppoTe the largefi.number prefent of anyre* 
cordcsd in oi>r journals, which was in the fa- * 
mous year J 741* in that year the::three 
largcft divifiORS appear on our journals. The - 
£rft is that of the 2 til, of January, when .the 
irumbers were 253 to 250; the/econd on the 
%8th of the fame month, 238 to 235 ; the 
third on the 9th of March, ; 244 to 242. In . 
thefe divifions. the members for Scotland are 
included } bi^ I will fiate my calculations only 
for England, becaufe.it gives the argument 
more fprcc* The ^ivifion therefore, 1 adopt, 
IS that of January 21. The number of mem- 
bers prefent on that day, were 503. Let me 
hot^ever fuppofe the number of 254 to be the^ 
majority of members, ..who will ever be able to 
attend in their places. . I ftate it high, from 
the accidents of ficknefe, fervice in foreign 

parts. 
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pmthiMVf^Siimg taincatflspjr srocatioBs. ^ifv 
cKd ma^t)r of dfofiMPt only . in die horao^» 
which return members to this l^tmls^ itka^ 
bden (kmon&t^tiU that this aumbor df ^54 
nffabers i»eteAc4 by no. moce thtn 57i3pcr« 
foivi genersBf thciarhabitantgofCornifti, and 
other verjr infignificauithoroughs^perhapsby not 
ths noft refpedable part of the community. 1$ 
our Sovereigft then ta learn the fenfe of bis 
whole people from cheie few per^s i Are iheS» 
the men to give \slW9 10 this vaft.eaq>ire> Mi to 
tax this wealthy nation ? 1 4p not mention all 
the tedious catcutations, bcca^ife gcf>tlemen 
mfity find them at length in the works of the 
incomparable Dr. Price, in Poftletbwa'ue, and 
in' Burgh's Political xiifquifttions^ Figures af* 
ford the ckareft dentonftraltion, incapabk of 
cavil or fophiftry* Since Burgh's calculations' 
only oae,atteratioii has happened c I all tide 
to. c^ borough of Shoreham-in Suffex» By 
theaAof 1 771 9 all the freeholdet^- of forty 
(hiiiingsper annom iathe neighbouring rape, 
or; hundred of Braaober are ad)nitttd to vote 
for that borough ; biift. niany of the old ele^ots 
w^ di^frsuichifed. ' It appears likewi ft, that 
56 pf our: n^enobers vc elc£led by only 364 
t>, : perfons. 
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that the majorii^ of th» Houfo ^mds&td^ by 
50,0000^ pcvfoiu^ tmd he QiBclaitii<d agaiuft' 
the ii^aftice orthat ides. > More accurate aal«' 
ctidatiofis thanjiis LoptMbip^^^ aQdtheumrriiig' 
rulea of pc^cical ambmeticy hav<t Ae^a nbt' 
ittjtilKoeta hevailf beyoind what his Lord-^ 
Ibip even furjpeded. 
' When we confider, fir, that the moft im- 
poKafit'po«rer» of this boufe^ the ievyirig 
taxes on, and enafting laws for» five mtiFions 
of perfoRS, i» thus ufurped and nnconftitu-^ 
tionatly exercifed by the fmalf number I have 
mentioned, tt becomes oor duty ta reflorfe to 
the people their clear rightsr, their original 
ftare in tbeJegifiattrre. The ancient reprefen- 
t&tion of 'this kingdom we find was found- 
ctJ hy our anceftors in jiifticej wifdomy 'and 
e^jUafity. The prefent ftate of it wouldbe con- 
tinued by us in foHy, obftinacy; and injuftice. 
TWs evil has»^ been complained of by 
foiBC of the wrfeft patriots Orfr^ couhrry has 
prcsJiiccd: f ftatt beg leave to^ give that* 
ciofc reafoneri'-Mh LoHtc^s ideas In-hls 6\7n' 
Wordd;- -He fays,' in the tnKltife- on * civil go- 
vWlmerttj •-^♦••Things :-not'»atways '^chnnglng 

** equally. 
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^ eqtiaUyi and privice iatereft often kecfping ap 
*' Ciifloms and prirtleges, when the reafoniof . 
*' them ate ceafed^ k often comes to pais, that 
^^ in governments, where part of the legillative 
** confifts of reprefentativ^ cbofenby the peo« 
<( pie, that in trad of time this reprefentatioti 
^f becomes very unequal ^nd difproportionateto 
** thereafoneit was at firft eftabliQied upon.. 
** To what grofs abfurdities, the following of 
<^ a cuftooi^i when r^afon has. left it, may lead,- 
^< we may be fatisfied, when we fee the bare 
^< name of a town, of which there remains not 
^^{o much as the ruins, where fcarce fo much 
^' bouiing asa {heep-cote, or more inhabitants 
** than a Ihepherd is to be found, fends as many 
^^ reprefentatives to the grand aflemhly of law- 
^* naakers, as a whole county, numerous in peo- 
^^ pie, and powerful in riches. This ftrangers 
^< ftand amazed at, and every one muft confefs 
** needs a remedy," Af(;er fo great an autho- 
rity as that of Mr. Locke, I fliall not be 
treated on tbit occafion as a mere vifsonary, 
and the propriety of the motion I (hall have 
the honour of fuboutttng to the houfe, will 
Icarcely be .difputcd. Evcirthe members for 
fuch places as Old Saturn, and Gatton, who 

I may 
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Lmay Vciiturc to fay at prcfent /tintn9minis 
mmiraj will, I am perfuaded, have too nl^uch 
<^ndour to complain of the right of their few 
conftituents, if indeed they have conftituents, 
if they are not fclf-created, felf-eledled, felf- 
€xiftent, of this pretended right being trans* 
ferred to the county, while the rich and popu- 
lous manufa^uring towns of Birmingham, 
Mancheiler, Leeds, Sheffield, and others, 
may have at leaft an equitable (hare in the for- 
mation of thpfe laws by which they are go- 
verned. My idea, fir, in this cafe^ as to the 
wretched and depopulated towns and boroughs 
in general, I freely own, is amputation, I fay 
with Horace^ InuiUes ramos amputani^ feUclores 
ptferit. 

This is not, fir, the firft attempt of the 
kind to corre(^, although in an inconftderable 
degree, this growing evil. Proceedings of a 
fimilar nature were had among us above a cen« 
tury paft. The clerk will read from our jour- 
nals what pafTed on the 26th of March, 1668, 
on a bill to enable the coanty palatine of Dur- 
- bam to fend two knights for the county, and 
two citizens for the city of Durham. [Thi 
cltrk reads.'] In a book of authority, Anchitell 

Vol. L H Grcy'3 
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Grey's debates, W9 hav^ a more particular ac«^ 
cfiuiK of what paflU* ki the boufe on that oc-^ 
c^ibn. He fays^ that *• Sir Thomae Meres 
^^ mov«dv that thefliiret may havean ificreafe- 
^of' knightsy and thatfomeof thermaiibo-^ 
*^ roughs, wkere there are but fevr eleftorsv may^ 
** betaken away, and abiltfortHat purpoft.*^ 
We find afterward s^ ^'on a dfvifion) the bill was 
^'rejeaed, 65 tor5o." 1 his divifion, however, al- 
ludes only to the bill then- before the houfe, re-* 
ipedting the county and city of Durham. I defire 
coadd the few remaikable words of Sir Thomas 
^>trick!and in this debate, becaufe I have not 
ieen them quoted on the late important j^<w 
rican queftions. *' The CHtfHy palatine of Dur^ 
bam was never taxed in Parliament by anxiem 
privilege before King yameC^s iinuy and fo' needed 
no reprefentatives^ but now being taxed, it is but 
reaj^nable-they Jbouldhave.^* Such fentimenc^^ 
fir, were promulgated in this houfe even fii 
long ago as the reign of Charles II. 

I am aware, fir, that the power, dejurt^^T 
the Icgiflature to disfranchifc a- number of bo- 
rough s^ 

fc I ■ . I I J , ; ■■ 

^ Junius in a letter to Mr. Wilkes dated Scpt^ 7, 
x-77if and printed at the eod of his fecond' volume fays^ 

« A* 
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laughs, lapori tli5 general grounds of impro* 
virfg the (fohftUutl6n,.h*as^ been doubted j "and 
genrlemcri will alk, wfeetlieir a power is l<idged 
in the reprefentaVivc td dcffroy his immediate 
H 2 con '^ 

•* Astociitting aWay the rbfteh' hirbugh*, Fam as 
*« niuch' offeH'dtd afs- ah'y iliafi at- ISfibg' ^"vdiriy of 
*• them wider the dh-eft'infliichceof th'ecrbwiiy or at 
**'the dfipofirT of pnvafe ^erfoiis'. Yet, I own/ I 
** have both ddiibta aflf^ a|»prchen(ions> in regard to 
'** iKe i-iaiiccly yoo pfopofe. I rtiaU be charged perhaps 
'•* with an lifiufHal watit of puliticai intrepidity, when 
** I' honefiiy corrferfe to yon, thatlam ftartied at the itl;.a 
** of fo extenfjvc an amputation. ---In the f:rft place, 
«« I queftion thh power, ife jure, of the legiflature to 
** di'sfVanchift d number of borough-s upon the genc- 
'** ral ground of improving the conditutron. There 
•'* cannot be a doftriftc mox-e fatal to the liberty and 
** property we are Contending for, than that, which 
^* cdnfbunfrfs the idea of a Juptime and arbitrary le- 
«• giflature'. I need Hot" i>oint out to you the fatal 
«* purjiofe^, to which it ha^ been, and may be applied. 
** If We ate fmccre in the pojiiical creed wc profcli, 
'** theffc' art" many things, which wc ought to affirm, 
** cannot be done by King, Lords and Commons. 
•*■ Among thefe I reckon the disfranchifing of bo« 
** roughs with a general view of improvement. I con- 
** fider it as equivalent to robbing the parties concern- 
«* cd of their freehold, of their biith-right. I fyy 
** that, although this birth-rij^ht may be forfeited, or 
•* the cxercife of it fufpendcd in particular cafcs, it 
** cannot be taken away, by a general law, for any 
?* real or pretended purpofe of improving the conllitu- 

*' tion. 
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conftltuent ? Such a queftibn is beft anAvered hj 
another. Haw originated the right, and upon 
what ground was it at fir ft granted ? Old Sarum 
and Gatton, for inftance, were populous towns, 

and 

'< tion. Suppofing the attempt madey I am perfuaded 
** you cannot mean that cither King, or Lonis fliould 
'* tak6 an active part in it. A bill, which only 
** touches the reprefentation of the people^ muft ori- 
'* ginate in the hcufe of commons. In the formation 
** and mode of paffihg it, the exclufive right of the 
** commons muft be affertcd as fcmpuloufly, as in the 
** cafe of a money-bill. Now, fir, I Ihould be glad 
*' to know by what kind of lealbning it can be proved, 
** that there is a power vefted in the'reprelentative to 
'* deftroy his immediate conttitiient. Froni whence 
** coiild he pbffibly derive it? A courtier, I know 
** will be ready to maintain the aifirmative. The doc- 
** trine f'uits him exaftly, becati/'e it gives an Amlimit*- 
" ed operation to the influence of the crown. But we, 
.*' Mr. Wilkes, ought to hoKl a different language. It 
•' is no anfwer to me, to lay, that the bill, when it 
*' paffes the houlc of commons, is the a6l of the ma* 
** jority, and not the rcprelehtatives of the particular 
•* boroughs concerned. W the majority can disfranchifc 
•* ten l^oroughs, why not twenty, why not the whol^ 
•* kingdom? Why ihould not they make their own 
«• remits in parli.^ment for life ?-— When the leptennial 
•* aft prffed, the Jegiilaturc did what, apparently and 
** lialpably, they had no right to do; biit they did 
** more than people in general were aware of: they, 
<< in effcft, disfranchifed the whole kingdom for four 
^' years. 

"For 
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and therefore the right of reprefentat ion was firft 
given them. They are now defolate, and 
of confequence ought not to retain a privilege, 
which they acquired only by their extent and 
populoufnefs. We ought in every thing, as 
far as. we can, to make the theory and prac- 
tice of the conftitution coincide. The fu-. 
preme legiflativc body of a ftate muft furely 
have this power inherent in itfelf. It was d$fa(fo 
lately exercifed to its .^full extent by parlia- . 
H 3 . men t 

" For argument's fake,. I will now fbppofe, thnt the 
•* expediency of the meafui^, and the power of par-. 
<* liament are unqueftionabie. Still you will £nd an 
" infurmountable difficulty in the execution. V/hen 
*' all your iiiilruments of amputation are prepared, 
" when the unhappy patient lies boufld at yotir feet, 
** without the poflTibility of refinance," by What infal- ' 
" liblc rule will you dire£t the operation ?— When 
" you propofe to cut away the rotten parts, can you 
"tell us what parts are perfe^Iyyeir»<//*— -Arc theie 
" any certain limits in fail, or theory, to iTiform jou ' 
" at what point you muft Itop, at what point the mqr- 
** tification ends. To a man /b capable of ohfervao 
** tion »nd reflexion as you are, it is unncceiOFary to 
'' fay all that might be laid on the fubje^l. Btfides ' 
" that I approve highly of Lord Chatham's idea oftn» 
•< fufing a portion of netv health into the confiptution to 
** enable it to bear its injirmiiies, (a hriiliant txpxtC' 
•* fion, and full of intrinfic wifdom) other reafpn? 
•* concur in perfuadlng me to adopt iti T have no 
« obje^ion, &c." 

The 
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ipcnt in tire cafe of Shoreham yfith otnwrfal. 
approbation, for near ,a hundred corrujit votei* 
were disfranchifeJ^ and about twice that nutn-^ 
Ijer of frcehoUe.rs admitted from the cojunty of 
SufTex. 

It will be objefteij, J-forefee, that a tin^eof 
perfect calm and peace throughout this vaffi 
empire, is ,t,he moft proper tp pro.pofe internal 
regulations of this importarice ; and that 
while inteftinc diicord rages in the whole nor- 
ihern continent' of America, our atrentioni 
ought to be fixed upon that ,mpft alarming ob-* 
je£^, and all ourefForts employed to extinggiih 
the devouring flame of a civil war* In my 

opinion^ 

The mart, who fairly ant! fomplearly anfwers this; 
arguracntj (biil tiave my tbanKS and ipyappla»3f«j. My 
heart ts ali^eady with him - -I am ready to be convert- 
ed.---! admire his morality, andwonld glacHy fub- 
fcribe to i;he articles of hrs faith — Grateful, as I sm^ 
to the cooi> BcrNG, whofe bounty has imparted to 
ire this reafoninj; rnteJle^l, whiitever it is, I bold ftiy- 
felf pjroJ)ortioT)rihIy indtbted to him, from whcfe en- 
lightened undcrftanding another ray of krfowkdjj'e- 
communicates to mine. Eut neither ihotild I think, 
the moft exalted faculties of the human mindy a gft 
worthy of the divinity j nor any afll (lance in the im- 
provement tf t?jem, a' AibjcfSl of grjititi^de to my fellow 
creature, if I were not fatisfied, that really to inform 
the underftandJBg ccrrcils and cnlargres the heart. 

JUNWUS. 
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.«pMuoii» fir, iht AoKricati W2t is in ibis tmly 
^riticai iSDra one of the Itrongeft argtoBems for 
the FDgulation of out* rcprefentationf which i 
jnowf fubmit to thehoufe. During the reft ^ 
*our lives, likewif^e, I may venture to pro^- 
fibecy, America win be the leading' fixture of 
ihis s|ge. In Ottr late idifputes with th^ Aiqn^ ' 
rtcaas, weli;a^ve always taken it for* granted, 
4hat the people of (England jtrftified all the Imv • 
i^iiifiOMS, croel^ aribitrary, ^hd mad proceed^- 
iflgS'Of admiiMftratson, becaufe they had the 
a^pprobation of the iruijorrty tof this houfe. 
'i'he abfurdity of fuch an argucneiu is ap- 
parent, for the majority of this houfe we 
know fpeak only the fenfe of 5723 perfons, even , 
fuppofiog, according to the kuJable, confiitur 
tionaJ cuftom of our anceftcre, that the conili*- 
tuent had been confuhed on this great natiotial 
l^olnt, as he oHght to hjve been; We have 
ieen in what manner the acqoidcence of a 
majority here is obtained. The people in the 
iouthern pare of thb ifland amount to upwards 
of five mUljorii. The fenfe, .therefore, 
pf five milliotTS caniiiot he aHertained by 
the opinion of nt>t 60DO, even fappofing.it 
ha4 been c^6lle£led. The Amerkan«'> with 
H 4 gieat 
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great reafon infift, that the prefent war rs ctfi' 
ried on« contrary to the feiife ofthe nation^ hj 
a minifterial junto, and an arbitrary fadk>nr, 
equally ))oQi)e to the rights of Engl^rhei^ 
and the clakns of Americans. The various 
addreifes to the throne from moil numerous 
bodies, praying that the fword may be re"- 
turned to the feabbard, and all hoft(Uties ceafc, 
confirm this aflertron. The capital of oUr 
country has repeatedly declared, by various 
public a£ls, its abhorrence of the prefent un* 
natural civil v^ar, begun on principles fubver* 
five of our conftitution. Our hiftory furnifbes 
frequent inftanccs of the fenfe of Parliament 
running dlrcflly couni^r to the fcnfe of the 
nation. It was notorioufly of hte the cafe in 
the bufinefs ofthe Middlefe* cleflion. I believe 
the faci to be equally certain in the grand 
American difpute, at l^aft as to the a<5tual hof- 
tiliues now carrying on againft our brethren 
and fellow- fubjeiU. ^ The propofition before 
us will bring the cafe to an iflue, and from a 
fair and equal reprefentation of the peoplr, 
America may at length didinguifh the reat 
fentiments of freemen and Engliihmen. 
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I do not mean, fir, at this time, to go into 
a tedious detail of all the various propoTals, 
which have been made for redreffing this irre- 
gularity in the reprefentation of the people. I 
will not intrude on the indulgence of the Houfe, 
which I have always found favourable and en« 
couraging. When the bill is brought in, and 
fent to a committee, it will be the proper time to 
examine all the minutix of this great plan, 
and to determinjC on the propriety of what 
ought now to be done, and to confider what 
formerly was actually accompliflied. The jour- 
nals of Cromwclj's Parliaments prove that a 
more equal reprefentation was fettled, and car- 
ried by him into execution. That wonderful, 
comprehenfive mind embraced the whole of 
this powerful empire. Ireland was put on 
a pair with Scotland. Each kingdom fent 
thirty members to a Parliament, which con- 
fided likewife of four hundred from England 
and Wales. It was to be triennial. Our 
colonies were then a fpeck on the face of the 
globe; now they cover half the new world, 
I will at this time, fir, only throw out gc- 
ncraF ideas, that every free agent in this king- 
dom fhould, in my wilb> be reprefcnted in 

Par- 
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parliament; that tbp.metnopoUs, wUchcm* 
taias in itfejf a nin^h part of the f^ople, an4 
the couat'ics pr Mj^dlefex, Yoxkj and otheis^ 
which fo gces^tly abpjujKi with iabahiisuits, 
ihould receive an vncreafe iq tbeir.reprefrnfCa* 
tion; that the mean, and inQgnUipant bo- 
roughs, Tq emphatically ftilcd th rMttn fart 
of our (oriflitutiotiy fliQuld be kppcd off, and 
the'CJeAors in tbem tbroivn into the counties^ 
and the ricbi poj>.uIpu5, trading town^, Bir^ 
tninghjm, M^nchieikr, Sliefficld, Leeds, an4 
others^ be permmcil to fend diqiaties to th^ 
great coiuncjj of the nation. • 

The disfranchising of the mean, venal, ani) 
dependent bojrouighs would be laying the ax^ 
to the rx>ot of corruption and trcafury inr 
fiucnce^ as well as arijhcratlcal tyranny^ Wq 
ought equally to guard againil thofi^ tuho fell 
ffiem/elvt'Sj or whofe Lords fill them. Bur^ 
gage tenures, a,nd private p*'operjry in a (bar^ 
of the Jegiflature, are inonftrous abfvrdities 
in a /ree ftate, as well as an infult on common 
fenfe. I wiQi, fir, an Englifii Parliament to 
fpeak the free, unbiafTed fenfe of the body of 
ths EogWh people, and of every man among 
VIS, ofea;:hiiwJividijal, wb^ may juftly l|e faj>r 

pofeJ 
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po(ed to bp caoDprcshen^ed U^ ^ f^MT fnsjorftf • 
T{b(s jncaneft ,|^ec;b^i>ic^ -the poqreft (peafi^^ 
apd^day-l^boiir^r, has isnporc^iit ria^t^ /^ciff d<- 
lAg ^^. jK^rpxuil lit)crty,K, th»X of ,tM? wific 3^4 
cbiUdrpq, fajs^ pcopcrtyp how^vfr infionbitTf^ 
able^ his firagcs, )i» farxui^s, t^^ ^vcry jprice 
and V9!^e ,9f each day'^ )iard labour, which are 
ifi mwytrfiii^^ and ,aia,iHif#4ituref regulated hy 
the powjcr ipf P^rllaox^nt. J£very law relative 
to mar/-iage., to tj^. prote(3»Q9^f a W4fe, /ifter, 
or daughter, agiiinft violence ^.ik) brutal luft^ 
to every, contra^ or agroeii^,njt with a rapa* 
cious or i^njuft mafterj is of impoxtapice to the 
manufa£ki,irerf the cottager* thie ftrvant, a; 
Vrell as fo the rich fiibje£ls of the ftate. So^ie 
(bare tbtcrefore in the power of making thole 
laws, which deeply intereft sim^t ^nd to 
Tybich tkey ;i/e expe&ed to pay obedience, 
fbould he referved even to this inferior,, but 
moft ufeful, (fit of men in the cpmoiunLty. 
We ought »l^^ys to remember this in>por- 
t?ot truth,, ^cl^nowledged by every free ftafc^ 
l^bat alj ^overnnoent is Inftituted for the good of 
the mafs of the people to be governed ; that they 
are the original fountain of. power, and even 
•f revenu'^ and in all events the laft refource^ 

The 
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The variout inftances of partial injufttce^ 
throughout this kingdom will likewife become 
the proper fubjeAs of enquiry in the courfe of- 
the bill before the commitee. Of'this nature are- 
the many freeholds in the city^ of London,' 
which are not reprefented in this Houfe. Thefe 
freeholds being within the particular jurifdic- 
tion of the city, are excluded from giving a 
vote in the county of Middlefex, and by aft 
of Parliament only liverymen can vote for the 
Reprefentatives of the City of London. Thefe^ 
and other particulars, I leave. I mention 
them now to (hew the necei&ty of a new regu* 
lation of the reprefentation of this kingdom. 

My enquiries, fir, are confined to the fou- 
thern part of the ifland. Scotland I leaved to 
the care of its own careful and prudent fons. 
I hope they will fpare a few moments from 
the management of the arduous affairs of Eng- 
land and America, which are now folely en-^ 
truiled to their wifdom, and at prefent fo much 
cngrofs their time, to attend to the ftate of re- 
prefentation among their own people, if they 

have not all ♦ emigrated to this warmer and 
m6rc 

* Widiout any ^^^Itract italonning upon caities an(^ 
effe6ls, we fliall loon be convinced by exf^erience^ that 
the Sc^tSf tranfplanted from their own country, are 

alivays 
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more fruitful climate, I am almoft afraid the 
f^rty- jfive Scottlfh gentlemen among us repr^fent 
.themfelves. Perhaps in my plan for the improve- 
ment of the reprefentation of the inhabitants of 
England, almoft all the natives of Scotland may 
at this time be included. I (hall only remark, that 
the proportion of reprefentation between the two 
countries cannot be changed. In the twenty- 
fecond article of the treaty of Union forty- 
five is to be the proportion of the reprefentative 
body in the Parliament of Great-Briuin for 
the northern part of this Ifland. To increafe 
th? members for England and Wales beyond 
the number, of which the Englifh Parliament 
confided at the period of that treaty in 1706, 
would be a breach of public faith, and a vio- 
lation of a folemn treaty between two inde- 
pendent ftates. My propofition has for its 

* ' bads 

always a diftinft and leparate body irom the people 
Htfho receive them* In other fertlements, they only 
love themfelves i—in gnglan^, they cordially love thcm- 
feivesy and as cordially hate th«ir neighbours. 

Junius. Preface, p. »6. 

• T^eweafil S^^ts are hungry, and want feeding. 

Epiftlc to Dr, Shcbbcare. 
The eagle England being in prey, 
To her unguarded ne& the iveafel Scot ' 

* Comes faeaking, and io fucks her princely eggs. 

Shakelpcare* 
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talis tfic prefervation of tKat compa£lf, tlie 
proportional' fiiare of eacK kingdom in' the Ie« 
giflatite body remaining exa\^Ty according to 
hs prcdwt eflfablifliment. 

Themonftrous injufticd arirf gTaririg. partia- 
lity of the prcfent reprefentatioii of the com- 
mons of England has been fully ftated^ and isi 
I believe, al'moft univerfally acknowledged^ as 
well* as the neceflity of our recurring to the 
great leading principle of our free conftitution, 
which declares this Houfe of Parliament to be 
only a delegated power from the people at 
large. Policy, no lefs than jufitice, calls our 
attention to this momentous point. Rea- 
fon, not Cuftom, ought to be our guide in a 
bufinefs of ihia confequence, where the rights 
of a free> people are materially interefted. 
Without a true repreferitation of the Com- 
mons our conftitution is- cfientiallydefecliiT, 
and our Parliament a- delufive name^ ^ mere 
phantom. All other remedies to- recovci- the 
priftine purity of the form of government 
eftablilhcd by our anceftors would be inelFec- 
ttral, even the '(hortening the period of Parlia- 
ments, even a place and penfion bill, both 
which I highly apprOTt,. and think abfolutely 

neceffary 
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n^cedary. I rtcrcfere flatter myfelf, fir/thart 
J ffiall have rhe concurrence of the Hoiife witfr 
the morion^ which I have noW the honour of 
leaking, ^ Th^t leave be given to bring in a 
•• bill for ajiift and equal' repre(entation of the 
•* peoplfe of England in Pjadiament/'' 

Votes of Aptii 30^ J776; 

A Motioa v^a6 made^ and the Queftion being 
pur, •' That the Refolurion of this Houfe 
• ** of th« i7;th>of Fehruaiy* 1769,. that yohn 
. •* IVilkes^^ Rfquif^y, having been in thii SeJJion 
** of Parliament txpeiled'ihis^ Umfiy wasy and 
*' is^ incapablt of hing- ele£ied a Membir to 
^^ fervt in thisprefmt Parliament,, be cx- 
*' punged'from the. Journals of- tbisHoufe^ 
*' as being fubverfive of the rights of the 
** whole body of eledlors of this kingdom*** 

Mr. PFiUes faid, 

Mr. Speaker^ 

The veneration',. With ivhicH' I am deeply 

imprefled for the oonftltution of my. country^ 

the love and aifefiion' of a native to the noble 

privileges, the laivs and liberties of England, 

as 
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«s well as 4uty and gratitude to the much in- 
jured freeholders of Middlefex, are the power- 
ful motives of my again troubling the Houfe 
with a queftion fo frequently agitated within 
tbefe walls, fo fully difcuiTed even the laft fef- 
iion, although not hitherto followed with the 
fiiccefs, which I hope on the prefent occafion. 
The profligacy, venality, and open at- 
tempts againft liberty by the laft Houfe of Com- 
mons, have made their memory odious to the 
people. The annals of our country are disgrac- 
ed with their various violations of the rights of 
the fubjeA. I (hall now confine myfelf to a Tin- 
gle cafe, but it was of the blackeft nature, of the 
deepeft dye, and branched out into many enor- 
mities, which ftill demand ample attonement. 
r allude to the iniquitous and daringX refolu- 

lions 

• t The Speech of the Speaker, Sir Fletcher Norton, 
tvhen he reprimanded the Returning Officer of Sbi^re- 
ifom, Hugh R»bsrtSf on his knees. 

In vain have our anceftors been anxioufly careful to 
fecure the freedom of ele6^ions, by all the means hu- 
man wifdom and forefight could fugged $ in vain have 
^they particularly guarded againft the partiality of' the 
Hetuming Officer, and obliged bim, by every tie, to 
a faithful difcharge of that truft, which the Conftitu- 
tion hath repofed in his hands, if men are to be found 
DARING enough to fend members to this HoufSy WHO 

W£RE NEVER CHbSEN BY THE LEGAL ELECTORS. 

Journals. Feb. 14, 1771, vol. 33, p. i6i» 
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tlons refpeSfing the eleflions for the county of 
Middleiex, and the feating M/. Lirttrell' in 
the Houfe, although he had confefiedly only a 
ininori:/ of the fuftrages of the ffceholdefs, in 
whom the conftitution has placed 'the right of. 
.deftion. While thefe reAi'utionfJ, fir, re- 
»fhaln among our records, I confider a preee- 
rfeiit etlablilhed Crndcr the fanftibn of this 
Houfe to reb not on\y a whole county, 
*nit the entire conceive body of ele<^ors of 
this kingdom, of their birthnght, and moft va- 
3 uahle inheritance. It is a precedent, which 
liiay be brought home to evtry borough, city, 
and county, to every freeholder., every elcS or 
in the iflan'd. 

' The fafts vi^ere fully ftat^d to the Eloufc in 
the debate on this fub]e6l the laft year, and I 
5fm perfuaded they live in the memory of every 
gentleman. I ih'all define the Clerk to lead 
only one refolution. It is that of February 17, 
1769, « That John Willces, Efq; having 
♦•been, in this fclHon of PaMiament, expelled 
*« this Houfe,' ivas^ and w, incapable of beinrr 
^* elefled a member to ferve in this preferit Par- 
♦* liament/' This declaration, in my opinion, 
transfers from the people to ihis Houfe ihe 
Vol; L I jjohc 
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right of e1c£kIon, and by an unbounded, un« 
controulcd cxcrcife of the mgativt power, tbo. 
Houfe in cffca affiime the fojitive right of ma- 
king whoai they pleafe the rcprcfentatifcs of 
the people in ParKamcnt. I am very ready to 
admit that there are various natural andl kgd 
incapacities^ and when the party i$ fubjed to. 
any one of them, he is not eligible. Aliens, 
minors, bilhops, are ifK:apable of being elcaed 
into a Houfe pf Commons, Be&des tbefe, 
there are other incapacities ariGng from the 
peculiar circumftances of th« cafe^ and fome 
created by particular ftatutee. Where how- 
ever there is DO natural or legal difabiiity, the 
capacity of.being elcaed is the inherent right 
of every freeman of the realm^ He cannoli 
be divefted of it without an equad injury tp. 
the party, and to the conftituent, ijo whonn 
the power is conftitutionaUy lodged of de- 
termining whom he thinks jhe moft fit and 
proper perfon to ad for feim in the great coun. 
cil x)f the naiioxi. The decjaratipn of the. 
Houfe therefore^ that any man, duly qualified. 
by law, (ball not be allowed |o fit jo Parlia-. 
meut as a reprefentative.of the ComijiQiis of 
itbe realm, was alTuming to jKecnfelves the 

maltinj; 
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inaVing a new law^ to which only the three, 
eftates are adequate. It was disfraiichiflng a 
whole county, and confequefltly in cfFcd the 
united kingdom. 

The pubHc atlention has 1)een (b Jong fixed 
'on this important bufinefs^ that it wotiid be 
the weakeft and vatneft prefumption in me to^ 
atteoipt any new arguments in Aipport of a 
•right acknowledged i)y every man, ^hois not in 
a deteflabte Icaguefor the fubverrton of all our 
dgfats, liberties, and franchifes. I fliall not en- 
ter on a dull repetition of the debates, which for 
4he laft fcven years have come oh every fefllon, 
nor repeat a nniltftude of cafes and prece"- 
•dents ; but while I 4»ave a feat in this Houfe, 
I pledge myfeif to my country, that 1 will be. 
£rm and unwearied in my endeavours, till 
<very fyllable on ^ur Journals, which marks 
4he injuftice done to the freeholders of Mid- 
-dlefex^ and to every el e6lor in tl)e ifland, be 
fuUyerafed Of obliterated. 

*Since the debate, however, on this quef- 
tion in the laft feffion, almoft within a fort* 
•night after, a cafe rcfpeSing the eledlion at 
Abingdon was determined here in a nunner dia- 
iitetrically qppofite to one part of this pretend- 
la ed 
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ed law of Parliannent, which has been Iblcmn- 
ly laid down by all the advocates of the miniftry 
in the affair of Mr. Luttrelh They argued, 
that all the votes given to Mr. Wilkes were 
thrown' away, becaufe they were given, as they 
afferted, to a perfon labouring tinder a legal in* 
capacity, and confequently Mr. Ltittrell, with 
only 296 freeholders, was entitled to his feat 
in preference to the other candidate with 1 143. 
The majority of the eleSors of Middlefex, 
fir, fully anfwered this argument in that re-r 
maikable petition prefented to the Houfe by 
the worthy 'baronet hear me, on the 29th of 
April, 1769, in whfch they aflerted, " that 
*• Mr. Luttrcll had not the majority of legal 
** votes ; nor did they, when they voted for 
** Mf.Wilk.es, mean thereby to throw away 
** their votes, or to wave their right' of repre- 
*' fentation, nor would they, by any means, 
** have chofen to be reprefented by Mr.^Lut- 
** trell." Notwithftanding this petition, the 
Houfe, on the '8th of Mayfdllowiiig, declared 

Mr. 

* ' , ' ■ " . ■ ^■. ^ ■ ' 

.* • Sir George Savilc, 

Thnii whom a better fenator ne-cr h:jld 
. The h.'Jm cf Kpm^,, when gowos. not nrras repe]r4 
'J'uw {.jYiL i;-.j .:, :.:.:; :i.^ /u". ;..... l--;:i. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( «i7 ) 

Mr. LuttTcllduly c'efted. :-Kow let us exa« 
mine, the ftill piore recent cafe of the Abingdon 
cle^oi], the determination of the feleft coni- 
mittec, with all the proceedings of the prefent- 
Parliament in that bufinefs. I will ftate them 
briefly, and (hall afterwards dfifire the clerk to 
read from the Journals the more important pafi- 
fnges. Mr. Bayley's petition w^s pi^efented to 
this Houfe on the 6th of December, 1774« It 
was confined to one fmgle objediion, the legal 
difability of the other candid i^fe^ no accufa.- 
tion of bribery or eorruptioBj riots, unfair 
praftifcs, or illegal votes, being exhibited. It 
ftated, ** that at the place of eleftion^ and 
" before the taking gf the poll, the n^ayor of 
*' the faid boroug}^ and the other;. ele6lpr,s werfi 
♦' publicly told, that as the other candidate, 
'^ Mr. John Mayor, was then.bigh^flieriff of 
** that county, he was incapable, of :.bj?ing 
" chofen a member to reprcfent. the.fajd l^P- 
*^ rough ii). this pref^^nt Parliament) ^nd, thai ail 
** votes given for the faid high (he/iiF'WOuld be 
** thrown away; notwithftanding which, the 
'* mayor of Ah© faid borough, did himfelf :vote, 
** and alfo received thp /^otes of ^4iycr8. other 
^^ perfons for the faid high (berlffi. and that.tl^c 
I 3 '**' faid 
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^ faid high fteriif hath returned himfelf ail- 
** duly eleAed for the faid borougfa9 in mani«» 
■«• feft prejudice of the petitioner, who, being. 
** the only candidate capable of being defied, 
*» ought to have been returned.** The faflt, 
aaftated in the petition, were admitted, as 
well as the numbers at the clofe of the pol)» 
for Mr. Mayor 146, for Mr* Bay ley only 1 16« 
The great queftion was^ whether, if Mr.. 
Mayor was not eligible, the votes for him were 
thrown away, and Mr. Bayley^ who had not 
the majority of elefiors, fiiould be declared; 
duly ele£led ? The feUA committee, on the 
6th of Match, 1775^ reported, that neither 
Mr. Mayor, nor Mr. Baylcy,. was duly eiedt- 
cd, and that the election was void. The^ 
Houfe immediately dire^kd a new writ to iflue: 
for Abingdon. The minifterial advocates^ 
who infift on Mr. Wilkes's legal incapacity^ 
can fcarceiy find a cafe more exadly paralkL 
It 15 equalled only by the well known prece- 
dent of Mr. Walpole, .and Mr. Taylor, hk 
1^1 1. Yet the burgefles of Lynn were not 
infiilted, hy having a gentleman declated theif 
repreftntative. Whom they never eleded« The 
Abingdo:n cafe was of the moft public nptd- 
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Ttety. The returning officer, anrf'all the elec- 
tors of Abingdon, were publkly informed of 
Mr. Mayor's legal incapacrty. Mr. Bayley 
polled near half the Toters oF that borough* 
Hif oppofition howerer being not to a friend of. 
liberty and the people, but' having made the at«- 
taclc on zfttbaliern rn the minijlerial forces, he had 
little chance of being an adopted child*5yf the 
Moufe, or of a comminee ielefied from th^ 
preient majority. 

The arbitrary refelution on <^ur Journali^ 
and the appointment of Mr. LtittrcU, I con- 
lider as an abfslute furrenderofthe conftttuti- 
on to the minifter. The laws of the land are 
of no avail, when this Hotife alone can make 
a new law, adapted to the caprice, violence, 
or injuftice of every emergency, and when r«- 
prefentation in Parliament no longer depends 
upon the choice of the clcAon. .The people 
of England may in vain aflemble with the^ 
fond hope of efFe£laally exercMng their no- 
bleft francbife, if theob^ of their choice is 
really what he ought to be, an independent 
friend of Jtberty, fuperior to menace or cor- 
ruption. The nrinifter has found out a way to 
baffle them in all their proceedings. He may» 
-^ I 4 on 
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on- any pretence, however frivolous, procufjp 
aa exptdfion^ and. expidfion^ we know, meanjT 
incafacitaticn v (o that (luring a long pertod of 
fcvcn years, the favourite objed of a country'^s 
choice may be kept out^ and the nominee of « 
minifter be declared to reprefent a populous- 
county. Can there he a more foIemA mockf 
cry of the rights of a free people I 

While fuch arbitrary refolutions as thofe 
refpefling the Middlefex ele£lion^ remain on 
our Journals,: I thtnk the minifter holds higk 
the rod 4>f vengeance ovejr the head of every 
member of this Houfe, He fiands here wit)i 
an \x^\\h^i '3ixtt\r fultimi flfigil Oy to puni{b ll^e 
cefra<&oj-y, and almoft every, aflion of the ma- 
jorityfeems to betray their being either fwayeiJ 
by the dailaVdly pafiion of fear, or corrupted 
. by the mean principle df reward. Wearego- 
. verned by Solon's plan> pramio et poenoy as Ci- 
cero has fummed it up in three word^. Is a 
member obnoxious or unruly i Accufe him of 
a libel, or any. other crime; 'then vote awajr 
your own privileges to get at him y- andbefote 
. the caufe can come to a trial by a jury of his 
countrymen on ^^/4,. examine two or three 
piiftial and we!!-io(lru6led v/itnefles under no 

fuck 
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fkch' JaniHon^ and you may procqed -immedi-' 
ately to expulfion. You then vote him inca- 
pable of being re-clecled. The creature of • 
the minifler is received in his place, and de-i 
dared a reprefentative of the people. A 
Houfeof Commons may in this manner be (o 
g^rhIed, as not to contain a fiifgle fair and ho« 
ne(l reprefentative, eledled according to the 
law of the land. 

The motion of expunging from our record* 
the refoliitibns of which I complain, is 1 know 
confidered by fome gentlemen as a viplent 
meafure. The cafe, I think, requires the 
mod fpirited mode of redrefs, I wiih a» 
full, atonement to the people af pofiible. 
The laft Parliament gave us an i^nftance of 
expunging from our Journals what never ought 
to have been moved in thisHoufe, the thank» 
to a ftupid \ tory parfon, of the rank Oxford 
. . .breed 

f Journals of Feb. %Sy"^77^i Vx)l> 55, p. 509. 

The Houfe was liipved, That the Entry inthfc Vote* 
of the Houfe, of the 31ft d'4y of Jan nary J aft, "that 
" the thanks oT thi^ HoWfe be given to the Reverend 
*' Doftor No^iiiy for the Sermoii preached by him 
" yefterdiy before this Houfe, at St. Margaret's We(t- 
** minder, and that he be del-ted to print the faaii, 
" &c, &c,*' might be read. 

Re. 
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l)recd, for a fibel on ihfe Hevdutioh, and tfe 
preTent eftablifliment, in a rermon pre^hed o^ 
the annrvtriaryof the merfwd dcartiof the ty- 
nuity Charles L If U> trlfiing a bufiricfi as a 

foo!ilb 

■ 11 ■ <' ■ I I II I I 

RefoHrcdy That fht CUd Etttrf be tt^n^dtfowt 

the Votes of thii Hovie, 

The tory fame of tHe wretched poBor Nonvell hasr 
lately fufFeied a total eclipfe by ar ptcbntic f^oo&nafter 
of WeftnmiUr, promoted tc the Archbiihop ride oF 
York in Dec. 1776, a DoBer tTtUiam Marih^m. Her 
preached a (ermon, aH-powerfol tofoothe the foul injlum^ 
bersy at Bow Chorch in the CJty, Feb. «i, ^^jf^ be- 
fore the Incorporated Society for the Propagation 9f 
the Gofpel in foreign parts. In what a mt£k fpirit of 
chnfilanity, of gentlehefs, patience, and forbearance, 
dloes thit Mti)iftcr of die goit)el>of peaceftatt the nature, 
auid bewail the wickednefSf of the ckluded parties aoiong^ 
vs } By what tender bonds of love and chanty does this- 
aigh Prieft endeavour to bring over the noblemen dnd 
gentlemen in the vppefittM to- the eottrt pRath« -of heAovr, 
peace, <md perhaps prefeimcnt ? His Grace obferves.^ 
" nothmg is too mean for the ufcs oi parties y as they are 
•* NOWconftituted P«r//V/ once had a principle belong- 
** ii^tothenj, abfurd perhaps, and indcfcnfible^ bat ft3t 
•* carrying a notion of duty, by which honeft mimlS' 
*< ntight eaifly be caught. But they are now cemki^ 
" natiMs of indi'viducds^ who in Head of being the 
«( fonjB and i'ervants of the commttrnty, make a league 
*^ fsr advancuig their private inter efts. It it their 
** buiinefs to hold high the notion of political honour* 
•' I believe atid trnft it is not injurious to fay, that 
^^Juch a httdisKO tetter ttan thut^ ly 'which the hnvefi 
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tfeenih fertnoii^ neither heard nor reaflT hf''m 
fcore perrons, called fot (o fptrittd m meafsre,. 

, can it be deemed improper or vtoIcAt, vrbenr 
the jrtgfats of all ibe ele£lors of the kingdom 

have been opeivly invaded,, and the tiAjrpat]aii> 

■■■ juftified 

" and 'wkkedtfi combinatidniare hMto^etier ^ and that 
•* it denotes the lafljiage of political depra<vityJ"* 

. And Fs reaJly th« union in a great nationai cauft 6i 
fuch men as have compofed the prefent oppo^tiony and 
fjt their n*mc8 to the fpirited Protefts o£ the very 1 aft 
iciiion, the Portlands, Rkhmonds, Devonfiiires, Man* 
cbefters, Rockingbains> Abiogdons^ Chathamsy She!- 
hvcnes, £fiingham«, Fitzwtlliatns, Teningtons, Sec,- 
&c,^ and of the SaviJes, Cavendiihes, Townflicnds^ 
Johnftoncs, G^ynns^ Wrays, 8urkes,. Ban«s, &c, &c^ 
is (iich a combination of inJi'vidnals in the two Houii^S' 
o^ Parliament tOt he confidered as a bond no betttr thdtt 
that, Itji <wificS the lowt^ and nwckedefl comhinmtitns 
art beU tcgitherf Arc they really no better than tke 
Uwfi and 'wiciedefi eomhinaiioMs of pirat^f and banditti > 
Ai-e theyv really no better than gangs of robbers and 
highwaymen ? 

Ne fsrvi, magna facerdos. 

Virgil, ^n. 6, K 544^ 
SnreJy inftead of this coarfe compliment we might 
e1epei\ a little favour from his Grace^ when h« aiTures 
us, « the apoftles themfelves* ivith all tkeir adroan^ 
" tageiy were not eafily freed from tlie entanglement 
« oi popular error'* If the in/pired ApoJIles did indeed 
err, wc umnfpired private cbtijlians might expeifi fome 
iitduJgcnce, not inqnifitorial feverity on account of our 
popular errors^ hot to be confidered as in a defperatc 
cafe, iiMbe loft fa^e of political depra^vity. ibflktji^ 
aud trmfl ktsinfurints to fay this. 

This 
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'jufiiiied by gentlemen in the higheft oftcis 
. under the crown ? The circuniftance is truly 
alarming, and demands the utmoft exertions 
of an honeft zeal and generous ardour for the 
public weal* 

I own that I am not fo nice and fcrupulous 
about preferving every line of the immenfity of 
the learned lumber in our Journals. 1'hey are 

become 

This po/kical Ctrmon tells tis, *^'what is affumed upon 
•* iheprefent occe^fion is the glorious nature of LiBtKrr. 
•* 7/ rea/iZis andfecures all the r#/?5 and by tbofe^ nvbo 
'•* are in the enjoyment of it^ ought to be maintained at 
** all hazards,^" Have not the Americans on this juft 
ground taken up arms ? " But it remains to be fettled:* 
Was it net fetiled by the Revolution ? •* IVherein does 
«• it confiftV^ St. Paul, in the Epiftle to the Rcmanc, 
has anfwcred this queftion of the Archbiiliop of York. 
He makes liberty^ glorious liberty^ confift in being- de- 
livered from the bondage of corruption, ^prayer, which 
is often made by the people of England for the Hi^b 
Court of Par lianieni. The Apoftle fays, " becaulie the 
" creature itfelf alfo (hall be delivered from the bond' 
"age q/' corruption into the glorious liberty of . tlic 
" children of God/' chap. 8, ver. »i. The Arch- 
bifliop goes on, ** I have fometimes thought it a 
■* misfortune^ that a thing fo I'aluabU and impor- 
•* iantf Jbould have no <word in 6ur language to exprefi 
" iV, except one *wbich goes'to e*ver^ thing that^is*whd 
*« and lanvlefs:^ Does tie fignfication of the word It' 
berty really go to every thing that is tvild and lanvlefs ^ 
Hns this learned Prelate, who ie fo deep in Latin^ Gieek, 

He- 
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tecoaie the mere regiftcrs of rnyal i4iSf^ 
of turnpike roadd, cnclofures, and mats- 
tcrs of private bufincfs. There are many 
vfhole pages difgraceful to the natioo among 
our trivial^ fond records. My heart bjeeds, 
when I read aU the unjuft and inhuman refo- 

lutions 

»'^— :— ^— »— *— i^iM^— — — —— — ^— ^— ^— ■!■■ ■ II 

Jlebrew, the Coptic, Pcrfian, Chaldaic, Araiiic, SyriaC; 
Phoenician, Pa'myrene, Chinefe, Gentoo, &c^ &c,who 
is himfelf a perfe^ Po/yglott, has he never heard of the 
Englifh words licenHoufnefs and licence to exprcfs euery 
thing that is 'wild and laivlcfs, as diftinguifhcd from 
liberty, Penfioner Johnfon*s Dii5lionafy .would hav« 
told him that litentioufnefs is " boundlels//^^'*//, a con- 
.*• tempt of juft reftraint;*' He might there have f»»un<,i 
the authority of Sivi/t, who fays, <* this cuftom has 
/' been always looked upon, by the wifeft men, as an 
** cffe6l of licentiovfnefsy and not of libertj,'"* He 
would in the fame di6lionary hav€ found that "//r^»r^'' 
.** is exorbitant libertj, contempt of legal and ncceflary 
**. rtftrainti" Miiton underftood the dffFerepce be- 
tween liberty and licence^ as well as Swift did between 
liberty and Ucentioufneft, although the Archbifliop of 
York feems to underftand neither. The EngHfli Homer 
fayf , " Licence they mean, when they cry liberty J"* The 
Englifli language is not reproached with poverty, but 
by thole, who are ignorant of it. 

What a melancholy confideration Is it for the rifing 
generation, that an illibcrai Prieft, one of 

The low-bom, cell-bred, felfiih, femle band, 
although now promoted to be a general officer in 
the fable army of the miuifterial mercenaries of the 
ghnrch Milkartt \i\ \.\ii; llGMd of Lprd^, that Huh ^ 
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Sationa againft our feUow fiiljcds i« Ataaio^* 
•the fleet) aod armies voted for the vam attempt 
•of fubdtting the mnconpttrabk ffirk if Ubtr- 
4f among ^tbc defccndaots of Engliflim^n* 
Wheti I refle£t on the fubfeijuent proqeed- 
ingit the barbarous and (avagq manner ia 
which you have carried on the war, by at- 
tempting to ftarve thoufands of indiiftrious 
iiilkermen, and labouring poor, with their fa- 
milies, as well as the burning open and de- 
fencelefe towns and villages, I wi(h, for the 
national hinnamty and honour, which former- 
. hr 

man iliould have l)eea Pfeeeptor to «the children of 
EngUnd, to tlie PrinQe of Wales;* and Bt/h^p of > 
Ofnabnigh ? Was a «fiere boohvimpiY who does aot ^ 
-yet know thit meaning of the jxwft iis^poctant 'uj^rd, • 
in the language of this free country, who is equaU 
ly ignorant of the things and is ibttnd ftumblisg 
at the very tbreihold of lihtrty^ was fdch a perfoa 
fit for fuch a charge ? 'the sUld thfU k unborn 
mOjf riu the fatal juiilake. Is the next age likewife 
to dq>Iore the iniichievous errors of the bad education 
of their prince ? - 

I was really forced to renund his Grace of the Apoftle 
Paul: May I foftly whilper in bis ear a few words of St 
Ptrter, becaufdthey ar^ a good receipt to care m^/tiriat 
jjride and petulance ? JbfiMf and n9t tffng jour li- 
BsaTY>br A ctoke of ukhiciQV SUFIS'" honour all 
Min^ hve tbc broth frbood. 

The Firft Epiftle General of Peter, 
ch. ii. V. i6, jf. 
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ly ftood lb kigb, that tbefe black pagei of our 
JourxiaU» ao^ o^ery tr^ce of tJbe 4n;udue» axid 
iiorrors which foltowtd^ iswre obliterated frotn 
the records of this. Houfe^. of this Jcingdomy 
of ,the hufnan.i^ce. 

In juftiqe to iAip ufurped and violated righu 
.of this counqr* in a full fenfe ,of duty to all 
my brother ^leflors at large^ aod to pre went the 
maft f^al ^nd perr^cious precedent beliig ever 
lifed by a W4ckc^ and ill defigning miniftcr to 
the deftruftion of the facred right of clefiion, 
^f national frcedooi j and independency, I move, 
^^ that the rcfolution of the Houfe of the 17th 
•*« of February, 1769, that John Wilkes^ Efq ^ 
•*' having hen in this feffu^n af Parlwmeht ex^ 
•*' pelled this Mwfe^ sLvas and ii, incapable offtu 
*' ting in the prefent Parliamentj be jexpunged 
•*' from the journals of this ffoufe, as toeing 
*• fubverfive of tl>e rights of the whale body' 
•*« of the elefioifsof this kingdom/* 

Votes of Qftobcr 31, 1776* 

Refolved, ^< That »n hiHnble addre^ be pre^ 
" fentcd t0 flis Mai}eftyt to rttuffn His Mar 
**"}€% the thanks of this Houfe, for His jnoft 
»** gracioM Speech frotn the Throne; 
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To aflur© Bis Majefty, *« that while we 
^lament the continuance of the troubles 
^* which have fo long diftraded His Colonies hi 
** North jfmericaj and ©f the calamities and 
** opprefSons which our unhappy Fellow Sub- 
**je(Ss are ftill fuffering under the arbitrary 
** tyranny of their leaders^ we cannot forbear 
** to exprefs our deteftation and abhorrence of 
*' the audacious and defperate fpirit of ambl- 
*^ tion, which has at laft carried thofe Leaders 
** fo far, as openly to renounce all allegiance 
**tothe Crown, and. 2^1 political conne£lion 
** with this country ; and in dire!6t terms to 
^* prcfume to fet up their rebellious confederacies 
'^^for Independent States y"' &c. &c. 

Mr. Wilkes faid. 
Mr. Speaker, 
The t honourable gentleman^ who Xpoke 
h(l, endeavours to mi/Ieadthe Houib. . It is 
certain that no preffing has at this time been 
carried onin the city of London, or its liber- 
ties. No prefs-gangs have dared to make their 
appearance in that jurifdi<£iion. ThbCelawleis 

bands 



t George .VVombwgl!, Efq j Membcrfor HuntiDg- 
Jbn. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 1^9 ) 

kands of cruel banditti very prudently chofe 
Hbther fcenes of horror and bloodfhed, of lefs 
iJanger to themfelves.* The city has hitherto 
renirained in pe^feS fafcty and tranquil ity, in a 
ihoft fiappy ftate of fecurity, by the vigilance, 
intrepidity, and noble love ' of liberty, which 
are cfonfpicuous' in its prefcnt" worthy J chief 
fnagiftrate. . 

The conduiSl of Adminiftration, Sir, in the 
Tate iffuingof prefi- warrants, before they had 
tried the operation of the Tiigh bounty, is to- 
tally unjuftifiable. The Speech now in your 
hand. Sir, is fo very paicific, that the large 
bounty of five pounds for tvery able, and fifty 
fhillings for every ordinary, feaman, promifed 
m laft Saturday's Gazette, might fafcly, for a 
flioft time at Icaft, have been trufted to, the 
♦Emergency riot being thought by adminiftcatioA 
very critical. From the mini fl:cr*s own ftate of 
public affairs in the Speech there was no danger 
in the experiment. Much cruelty and bloodfhed 
Sad been avoided, many valuaWe lives prcferved. 
' The affair of Long Ifland has been mifre- 
prefented, and greatly magiiiiied. The fu- 

' Vol. I. K periorlty 

i . I ■ 

^ t^Mr, Sawbridge, 'Member for London, then Lor«l 
Mayor. 
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pcriority of nujnb^r^ was vcjry cQoftderaUc. 
General How^ landed 2 a,QOO men. The prci- 
vincials had only 0,ooo eiFcAivc mm oji that 
ifland. Theiy were ordered to FetfQar^ wd 
4,000 dW accordingly, without belwg attach 
ed, embark for the ifland of New-Y9rk. 
There was a r^al mifiaki Qf wtJkxs av tiQi thj^ 
other 2,000, but they a£ied as brave nifp al<p 
ways will zQi under sk mflcih rf 9rd^r4 \ they 
faughu They faw the eijemy, \%h thw ca- 
trenchmcnts, a?id attacked with fpiri^. Frpfn 
the fuperiority of numbers, and tl«;ir $4iyka 
being negle^od ax^l gnguarded, they were to- 
tally defeated. Th^y did not bowvcr r^m^io 
ina^ivej like tawards^ on an. ituporxant d^yof 
battle. No Tuch imputation qja|i be fixed tin 
ihm. Nothing decifive can fallow fron) th« 
late fuccefsful a^air agalAft the Acnerican& oil 
Long I (land, no more than froip the defeat of 
the Britiih troops at SultivW$ ifland. New 
Yoric will probably f41 into your hamls^ but 
yoar fituatioq f^I] in that cafe be fc^roely 
mended i^xic^ tl^o laft year, for yoi* then pof- 
feffed the capi^ai of North AnK^jica, KQft<;^n. 
Is that great and important town advan- 
tageoufly exchanged for N«w York ? I forgot 

thlii 
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«f Halt&ic«--*-nbl« Sk^ wt o«^^ht 1^9 take a 
fimck Ufg^r •mi fnor« ccunipr^heniive view of 
«hts ifitertftiikg'ia^c,. whicli is itevr €\A\y dif- 

1 TIC ffiTpOTTaiTt trnpiiTc^T VIIT.JI ontaiii Tntn 
iier colonies has for a confidcraMc time fix<^ 
the attention, not ovAy of this natios^ b^t of 
alnioft all Eurofe. Tbemoft clfiential intercfts 
of this countryj and indeed of the greater 
part of tbe pawe/s^ on the continently ar^dsep- 
Jy interefied in fhe event. The facrifice of fo 
much Wood and tr-crfurB is to every jf?ate 
4kn obje^ of hi^h importance, but. to usy 
v^hofe empire- feaois laoulderii?^ aw^^S ^f the 
ficw^ft ooecar«i« I^mich fear we are now 
•fcfoughc by ittcxtricabte diflieiikies ^o tht very 
verge of defirudion. 

Since aurjaft meeting, Sir, the fccne, with 
:wtSfoSt to An^rica, has totally changed. In- 
{lead of negociarions wh:h various pfoviricial 
flSemblies, iR&ead of ddtberating onthctnoft 
efie£h»al mode of ei^forcftig the parchmeat de^ 
daraiion of ourf cofi/tituiional fup4rionty ever 
K 2 cur 

■ I ■■!■■ ■III! I i rn^ I , iiil^^. I I „rt 

f The late admuultrauoa cam: icto empleymeiK 
vadcr tb£ aaediati^a of the JDfiUcc of CumbtHtnad, 
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cur CobniiSy of our right to bindthmin allcajis 
wkatfoevir^ wc muft confidef if we have pcwer 
to bind them in dhy cafe^ for we have f\ovr% 
war to carry on againft the Free and. Indgpendent 

.Jiatis 

• ' ' • • ■ ■ , , , , 

July lo, 17659 and was remayecl, upon a plan fettled 
, by the Earl of Chatham, on July 30, 1766, having 
laftcd one year and 25 days. 

In that fpacc of. time 
The diftrafliQOs of tho Britifh Empire were compofcd by 
, "The Repeal of the American Stamp- A6>," 
But the conjiitutknal fupiriofiiy of Great Britain 
was pi«Iervcd by - ... 

**Thc Aftforfeciuing the dependance of the Colonies/* 
&c, &c. 
AJbort Account of a late Adminiflratioft* 
[piiWiflicd m Augud 1766.] 
The A6V, ccmmoiily ealled the Declaratory A^, is 
. fo much the fubje£ii' of pblitKral difpuie, that 1 ihall 
give it entire from the Statutes at large. 

Anno Sexto Georgii III. A. D. 1766. 
An A£l for tte better fecufing the Dependency of 
His Majefty's Dcminroils in.Amcrica vpon the Grown 
and Pailiament of Great. Britain* . 

Whereas feveral of the Houfes of Reprefeiitatives 
in His Majedy'^s Colonies and "Plantation^ in America, 
have of late, againft Law, clairtietl} to thsmfebes, or 
to the General Aifcmblies cf the fanpe, .^h?. fole and 
cxclulive right of imjorin;^ Duties and Taxes upon 
'His Majefty's fubj(.as Jn tlie faid Cokniesand.Elaa- 
tations j, and have, in purfuance of fiich claim, pafitd 
♦certain votes, refolutiou?, arid 6rdcrs, Airogatcry to 

the 
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JiaUs -of Aihmea I z vf\c\i^i war, ivbich has 
beeh^ occaiSoaed iblely by a fpirit of violence, 
injuftiqe^.and pbfiinacy in pur minifters, un- 
paralell^d in, hiftory. In t^c begiiinmg of 

. ■> . ;. \x 2 "V;.\ .. scp> 

Ac legiflative authority of Parliamcht, and inconfi (lent 
with the dependency of fh* faid Colonic? ..and Plantfl- 
tlons upon the Crpvyn of Great Britain : May it tl»erc- 
fore pleafe your moft excellent Majefty, that it may be 
declared; and be it declared lay the King's inoft. ex - 
dellen^ Majefty, by ^md* with the lad vice ^andconfent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal^ and Commons, 
in this prefent Parliament aflembled, and^jy the auihb- 
I'ity of the fame, that' the fald Colonies and Planta-' 
tioris in America have heen, are, and of dght ought 
io be, fuboFdInate unto, ai>d dependent upwp, the im- 
jerial Crown and Parliament of Gre:>t Britain ;'and 
that the King's Majefty, by zind with the advice and 
confent cf the Lords Spiiitual and Tcmpoial, and 

. Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament affemblc<l, 
had, bath, and of right ought to bav^, full pd^& and 
cuthoritj to make La'wi and Statutes of fujicient force 
€ind tvaliditj to bind the Colonies and People of America^ 

fubje^s of the Crozvn of Great Britain^ in all cafes 
fwhatfoe'ver. 

.II. And be it farther declared and enabled by the 
authority aforefaid, That all Refolutions,. Votes, Or. 
ders, and Proceeding?, in any of the faid Colonies or 

. Plantations,- whereby the power and authority of the 
I*arliament of Great Britain, fo make Laws and Sta- 
tutes as aforefaid is depied or drawn intoqueftion, are, 
and are hereby declared to be, utterly null and void 
to ali'intents and pu^pofes whatfoever. 
' •* * ^ .The 
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dbtifal Paitioft wzi fcnt fn>m dm umgnfk » 
bin Mfljcftj, m whkh his' Mffjcftj was Atpf^ 
catcl •*torfhreft -foifle nw*5^ by wfcfch« the 
•* united applicatfons of his farthfuF colonift* 
** to the throne, in purfuance of their cooir 
*^ man eoaiKr]i»^ maf be impnoi^id ii^ie » hapu. 
* py and pcrmafien^t retonciHvlioft." There 
was not a word in the petition which did not 
braa&he fiibmifioQ aoxt lo)»ftIty« and yet the 
oftcia* aiifwer of Lord' Dantirotith', fecrtt^ 
fy at that trine for the American depaxtmentY. 
aftci a long deliberajCioo, w;^ to the laft degree 
if pleating. le vm, fkt^ m an/wtr wiutdbt 

'• ^'"^r 

The De.laratorf A^y ?m4 the Repeat tf tBe ^wri- 
jcuH Sfiifnp'A^y received the Royal Affenton the fame 
^Aj, Mnrch 1 9, 1 766, iii the AcfmiHifirati^n of the 
Marq'urs of Rockrngham. 

t The ffreng defirt of [>ejrcc and rcccmcSisftioii in the 
«ihaWtafU»©f Mirffechuiet's Bay, which has betri'art- 
Mr»f9 coi>rid<r©(i w the nwft videwt as well »« powtrfiH 
of all the Amencan colon res, even immediatrfy jrfm the 
fHftrders hf the Kihg^'s troops at Lexington and Con- 
coril, onther^fh of Apri}, tjj^^ is confptcuous in iheil^ 
** Addreft io the iwhahrtaAts of Gfeat Britain/' 

1» Ptovinciaf Congrefs^ Wateitown , 
ApfHa6^, 1775*- 
Fri«^l)l^ aad FettiBMr ii>bj«as 

Holkilities ane at Unf(fh coimnenrtd i2> this tfoloay 
by the troops under coflnmand^ of Cfrnem^ C^^i ^- ^^* 

Thcfe, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ghen^ that U, we will not treat, we fcom to 
negoclate with you, we exa£i unconditional fub" 
m'\j[pon. This aofwer. Sir, in my opinion, 
might juftly be called indignity andinfult^ and in 
a much higher degree than what the Spa:h 
fays the Americans have offered to England, 
after all the provocations on our part. It 
drove the Americans to defpair, and with the 
violation of the perfidious promiTes in Lord 
tC 4 UiUfborough's 

■ m l |»iii«n » ,w f i I i< f i i i I i>i» i « h i i . if? t.« 

Thcle, brtthren, are m^rks of i»//i//?m^/ ver^eznce 
iigRinft this colony, for reFu(ing, wnh her fifter cclo- 
hJef , n fubmlflicn to flavtry j but they have nat yet 
Jet^b€d MS fram our royttl fiifcrtigni »u>^ ^r\>ftp U ke 
bis i^isti 4W dnHifulfithpMs \ atid fo hastily '4l«att snMx 
4fe M^<} hltve bteyi, itse ftill JCtfdy with c^wlivti fimd Ig^- 
tunes to fjefesdi iilsperfeo, family, q:t^nt, anit'dj^- 
■ityj ftcvertMtIs to the psirfecotjscin and tyiiuiny cf 
his cruel miBilliry, vf% wil> mat timtly.fiibwrfi appfoi- 
in J to Heaven for the joltice «»f otir caiti^, • nv? diU^' 
mim io die or hefne\ 

. We eansot think thst the kob&tir, wiAli^fn an<l ra- 
lo«r of Britons vviil fu^JTsr thsftt ti> b« io<>gtr ma^We 
^ fpc6lators of mei,lax-e* in which they thtmrdves art 'h 
d^e4S^y-\tiX€s^k%A\ fkeafufis pui i'ned in oppofition to 
ttiefubaon fr»rft$ of Iftany worbl^ IjetfMy aAcf c-^pj-tffed 
fesle of cou^imiQiis GonmtM^ ^ll^il^ndvifk Jge and 
virtue have long cbayjb^^ri»mi #titt» as ibme of the 
gr«%teil menxn the naUlon ; tneafures executing con- 
ffacy ta the inteitJcit, peciti(frlis mi ilsfolveft of many 
la«g«^ cefpCiStaUe eountre:?, titiiss, aii«f borotfglis K\ 
QiUt Britain} mcajHres highly iccciripatible wl^li 

jullki 
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Hillfborough's famous official t circular IctteTf 
'laid the real foundation of their Dedaratm «/ 
Independency. 

Much has been faid, Sir, of iht prophecy 
of the miniftcrs, that the Americans would 
in the end declare themfelves independent. 
I give the minifters no credit for fiich a 
prophecy. They went oh the fureff grounds. 
They mfght very fafely promulgate fuch 
a jirediSion, when they knew that tlic 
unjufl and fanguinary meafureSy which they 
intended io purfue, muft bring about the 

. . ' .' . eveiTt> 

juftice, but. ft ill purfued with a fpecious pretence- of 
eaiingthe nation of its burthens j mea/urej whk;h, if 
.^uceefsful, mnft end in the ruin and flavery of Bntainy 
. 9S well as the perfecutcd Ameyican colonies. 

We fmcercly hope that the gFeat Sovereign of the 
Univerfe» who hath fo often appeared for the. Englifh 
.natipn>.wiLl fuppott you.meyery rational and manly 
exertion with thefe colonies for.f'iving it from ruin, 
. and th^t ift a conftitutknal connexion vjitb our mother 
•country Y yje JbaU.foon be altogether a free and bappy 
people, .> ,. . Signed by Order, - 

, JOS. WARREN, Prefident. 
. J. The Ciicular tetter of the Earl of Hilliborough^ 
Sccrecary of State fbr^the Colonies, to all the Gover* 
. nprs on the Continent .and liland.s^ ' 

.. .: Whitehall, Klay I J, . 1 7^9, 

Inclofed I fend you the gracious Speech made by the 
King to his Paiiiai»^j(}t at the clof^ of tb« ^eiTion oq 
Tuefday l;iil/ What 
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event. They drove the Americaflsinto- tiheir 
prefent ftate of indmniepcy, i.l-he J^futjts in 
France rifqued nothing whentheyprophcfieil 
in 1610 the death of the bed prince that ev^r 
reigned in Europe, within that, year. Their'>s 
was the {jure word of prophecy, . They employ- 
ed Ravaitlac tp aflaffinate their foveteign. 

An 

\ t . ■' ^-r 

What His Majefty is pleafed to. fay in relation tcp 
^hc meafures which have been purftied in* North Ame- 
rica will not cfcape your notice, as the fatisfaftion His 
Majefty exprtfl'^s in the apprchation his Parhamenl 
h<is given to them, and the aflTurances of their firn> 
iUpport in \\\t proiectition of them, together w'itli his 
royal opinion of the great advantages that will proba- 
hiy accrue from the concurrence of every branch qf 
the legifljfture in the refohition of maintaining a due 
.execution of the laws, cannot fail to produce the raoft 
falutary eflPefts. 

From hence it will be underftood, that the whole 
legiflature concur in the opinion adopted by His Ma- 
jefty's iervants, that no ineafure ought to be taken 
which can any way derogate from the legiflati-ve autho- 
rity of Great Britain pver the Colonies j but I take 
upon me to aflure you, notwith (landing infmuations 
to the contrary from men with factious and i'editious 
, views, that His Majefty's prefent adminiftration have 
at na time entertained a defign to propofe to Parlia- 
ment to lay any further .taxes upon America /cr /i&^ 
furpofe of raifiitg^ a renjenue. . and that it is at prefent 
their intention to propofe in the next Seflion of Parlia- 
ment to take off the duties upon §)afs> paper and co- 

Ipurs 
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An hMMtaW^^t ^eiifeleman near ttie^ i(r, it^ 
•tttcks the American D^Uraikn &/ Jn&epem&nky 
in ft very petuHtr iMn^tier. Hcprononnces it a 
wreMhed^ompoliriois V^eiy iR writ (efr,<}rawn tip 
oniy witb the view to cdptivati the people. Tlm}^ 
fir, is the very reaibn «^y I af>pft}ve rt mtyft- fts a 
compofition, as wdl a« a wife, (X^Htical mca* 
furc, for //^^ peQpIe are to decide this great con- 
troverty. If they are capfhcUd hy it, tlie end 
is attained. The poliihed periods^ tbc har- 
monieut^ happy expreffi&f^', (be gf^ce, esft, 
and elegance of a beautiful diftion, which 
we chiefly admirei very Uttle idpti^mit the 
people of Amelfica* Maiiiy, nervoras fehfc 
Ihey reliib, even in the moft awkward and un- 
couth 

hfxtn dpon cdnricteratioii of Aich duties having b«ea 
laid contrary to the true pnnciples of cortiinerce. 

Thefe have always be^n, and ftill are, the ftntl- 
toetits of Hl» Majefty's pidkt\l fer\»aars, and tlic prm- 
t\p\n by wHitlf their condoft with rcfpeS to America * 
has been governed, and His Majedy rtlirs upon your 
prwience and ffcfelify for fuch sttt explafiawtion of His 
jtieRfttret, as tniry ttnd to rem^nre the pre^udice^ which 
have been excited by the m-frepfefentations of thoIc 
wlio are #T?e<nieii to the peace and pWfpeHty of Crciit 
Brkain and her Colonies, and to fe-eftftMilh that rfkii* 
tMat confideffce^nd affe£(ion upon ^hhch the glory iiSkd 
Mety of the firitrib etttpire depend. 

t Governor Johnftone, Member for Appleby. 
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exwtfi drcA 6( language. W^terar eentpljN> 
fitba iprochices the tfk& wbich is htlraded 
m die tDofl: forctUe mafiiiary b^ ' i$t mj cpv" 
D»n, the bc&y uni the oigft i» be jpprtMrecf. 
23}<3ir mode ihoaU abrays be pifffudL It ba9 
the iD6ft Merie^ as: wri) as fticteft^ m the 
great tkcatire of the worU no Idfi than on t^if 
flage, whether jou mean to mfpire fityf ttr^^ 
roKj or an^ other paAcm. 

The hmieunrUet gentteoisin, Sir^ who fe« 
eonded die addreSsv i^^St the Amciicnn ^Dt^ 
cimotim rf MeptmLfBcy wat mfopprhie t^ hint'-^ 
mx I believe. Sir, to sny man of cvcnmoit 
refteAien;, after our boflilities and erueldeSf 
T/ktf the frantic and extravagant career^ which 
admtniftpation purfudd, with a fWI chorus of 
appfobatt^n from the majority of this Houfi?^ 

The fpcech in your hand. Sir, which an J 
honourable gemlecnan near me has^ well called 
affui^ of typ9crifyy mentions the ** affurances 
*• of amky, which his MajeRy continues to 
^^ receive from the feverat coiirta of Eutope/* 
At the beginning of the laft feffion, the mn 
nif&er gave us ii> ^e King's fpeeeh more ex« 
' plicft 

t Geoi^ Flrrch H^ftcft, Ef^j Mrmbcr foi- fcodicftw. 
{ Oovernor Jobsi^one. 
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pKcit afloranccs. It was faid, *^ I am happy 
^' toadd, as vrell from the affuranccs I have 
** received,, as from the general appearance of 
V affairs. in -Europe, I, fee no probability that 
*> the meafure?, which you may adopt, will be 
*.' interri^pted by difputes. with any' foreign 
** power." We have no fuch affuranccs held 
out to us this year, that our meafures wiU not 
be interrupted by difputes with any foreign 
power ; but we have ftill affuranccs of amity, 
which arc daily contradifted by the immenfe 
preparations of the neighbouring foreign pow- 
^s of France and Spain, and indeed of the 
\vhole houfe of fiouibon. - The accounts from 
Naples contain little but the va(i preparations 
making by the king of the two Sicilies. Are 
we indeed fimple and credulous enough to 
truft to general vague ex preflions of pollteneft, 
againft the clear evidence of fafls ? Our mi- 
l^iftry know very well that . an American pri- 
vateer being lately flopped at Bilboa in Bifcay, 
an expreCs was immediately difpatched to Ma* 
tJrid, whiqh returned, with the ful left difeftions 
for the releafe of the privateer, and permilfion 
t<5 furnifh him with provifions, ftores, ammu- 
nition, in fliofr, with whatever he wanted.,This 

faft 
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^fz£k will not be denied^ Is Spain then one of 
the foreign powers, which again foothes us 
with thefe honied aiTnrahces of amity i Flas 
fate ordained, that we are neither to pofiefs 
capacity enough to profit by the example of 
others, nor even by our own experience ? In 
the very firft year of the prefent reign, in Sep- 
tember 1761, the Gazette told us, that "the 
** Catliolic king had, at no time, been more 
** intent upon cultivating a good correfpon- 
**. dence with England, than in the prefent con- 
" junflure.** This declaration was received feri- 
oufly.here, held out as -part of the court creed 
among us, and laughed at by all the reft of 
Europe, In. the beginning of the following 
January, without any one new fadl having oc- 
curred of any moment, war was declared by 
England againft Spain. Wi^ the plaufible, 
fmooth-tongued French likewife be able to 
lull us into a fatal fecurity againft the evidence 
of all hiftory ? Can we expe<5ltoie treated by 
them in any other ma/iner than the Spaniards 
were at the lime of the famous revolt of Por- 
tugal? The; French fent whol? regiments, 
completely officered, into the fervice of the 
houfe of Braganza. They paid them under- 
hand 
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hsttii the. fame as their mtioiial Iro^, yet 
all tlur while declared their afaborrcftoe of re- 
4)aUioAS ftii4 of nrfaelin iffidirg {srockmatran 
after fracTvmation) end «ccalfiiig.d)etr deferters 
under the moft ikifexc pctnaUicdr. Stc, theiPe w 
«ot.a poiver in SMrope » niiAiWidtii^ed hy Gi^eat- 
Britain,. iMbicb 4fli99 n^t wifli (^Qceb t^ the 
Americaiys, Wd ani ^ooftdened almoft eveiy 
viiffe w the <p«iio«Qt3^ in tbe^ odious light 
«f t tyraoti and opprfflorv; 

The 

•f- A French gentleman, wbofr univerfal genius is 
TQ M% admired at Petenfliurg (hati at Pur »«, arftw 
mehtfvniag fame fierebu In the Eagliih Hiwib of 
Comnngna on Aa^crican- Affair^ writes to his friead 
at London. 

]*en ai aufii filk Qn, tt le icoid. ** Mtifimri, )e 
<<^ ne vQiu parJeiai poiol de la juftice ou dc J'injuAice 
«< de votre copduite* Je fens bieo que ce mot nVd 
*« que du bruit, quand H s*agit de IMaterct general. 
<« Jepoumiis vouv |ttrlerd« iM»rni«gMiif der^vflMr j «t 
** vpot deguader fi vous ctes afle; f«rts pour jouer le 
*^ role d'opprefTeurs. Cela toucheroit un peu de plus 
*' pr^s a la queftioni cependant je n*en ftrai riem 
^< Mai« je m'eiUendrai a v««f fupplier de jetter lc6 
«< yeu« fur les nations qui vous hai'flent. Intcrrogez 
*' Ics 5 voyez ce qu'elles penfent de voua, el ditcs moi 
*^ jufquet a qiiimd voqs av^ez refbUi d«fiire rirt vos 
** enwnit." 

II paroit ici im papier 4|u^on dit £tre d*un bomme 
important de votre itattou. II paroit par^e papier que 

le 
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Thefj^cb, Sir, ft^ci^ th^t ^ if tfti^oii 

•* g?qw from it ^a tJ^ejEftficty irf «^y kj^I cf^\^ 
<^fii9$/* A1«&1 SiMnrlv^tw^ €4)1 tKs^n s^n j 

iTMi indec^^ a^ has rprrai4 ^^'^ ^Wft aU f i^e 
American colonies. In this very. /f^qchy vro 
^rp tpld 4rf t&^ numbifh, thfir W§kK their 
jltiM^h bf fiif ^ni land Thf . %«/ chivies ar^ 
three, the yr^< ptsoyincft? thirtcca. Inlaying 
00 th^ em^argo^ the excc|ptipn to the ruje ia 
udiculpu^ enouK^ it is.a^ thirteen to thtee* 
The Gazette (ay^^ "any. of n^y c^^VW '^ 
** North Ainerica,. «rr/^ the colonies pf Ne^- 
" HampOiire, Maflacbufet'i-Bay, Rho^^Jf. 
** land,Conncaicut,Ncw.york, New-Jerfey, 
** Peftfifytvania^ the three lower countries on 

M proJ€t fr«ret it b mef< yttrifb loft df f4itfr ogrongfef 

tion des negret. 

Nothing furely cofild^ l)f ipore lan^nt^Me to thofe 
y»ho remember the Houri/hing days of thi« kingdom* 
tknn tofes the iofiiBft jsty <f Aycivfil i>:iUi9i>py f>9i)^lc» 
^imJft the fad f|^e^4c|a wl^iqh^^w fiif»if« ^d«4»il4u^ 
e^hjt to the /com. ^ f^V^^ 

Bvrk^'s Letter to the Sheriffs of BriHoU 
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^Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Ca- 
** roiina^ South-Carolina, and Georgia." Of 
wbac other cblonies was his Majefty in pof- 
feffion at its accejfion to the throm ? I think the 
permiffion extends only to the thru provinces, 
which we have rtot' yet' loft, to the Roman 
CathoKc provinces of Canada and Florida, and 
to Nova Scotia. 

' We have now been carrying on for two 
years a favage and piratical, as well as an un- 
juft, war. Every deiiiand of government has 
been Complied with, and yet the great force 
employed both by fea and land has not hither* 
to recovered a finglc province of all the con- 
federated colonies. On the contrary, the evil 
grows more deiperate. f The laft year only 

f twelve 

^ ■!''' ;, . . : ' ♦ ' ■ ■ ' ' • ' ' ' 

t The nvi/e Archbiiliop of York tell us, "that 
'* wc muft rely on the ivifJom of our governor«?, 
*• in confidence that necessity will at laft provide 
** thofe remedies, "^y^ch J9rijigbt did not, [T'bis/eemr 
" quit€ a nenv application of the do^rine of nec£S* 

<^ SITY.^' 

Sermon preached in the City before the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts. 

America Is not fubdued. Not one unattacked vil- 
lage, which was* originally adverfe throughout that 
vaft continent, has yet fubmitted from love or terror. 

You 
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etwelve colonies humb'y petitioned the throne. 
This year,, by the accefiion of Georgia, wc 
have Teen a federal union of thirteen free and 
powerful provinces afltrting their iniepenlency 
as high afid nJgbtyJiateSj and fettixig our pow^ 
cr at defiant*. This was done virith circum- 
ilances of fpirit and courage in thcfe revolted 
colonies, to which pofterity will do juillce, for 
.it was direflly after the fafe landing of your 
yvhole forc^. In return you have plundered 
'their coaftsy and fet fire to their open towns 
,and defencelefs villages with a barbarity, 
which .difgraces the "Eftglifh nanie. In the 
midft of all the cruelties, terrors, and devafla* 
jion^j which follow your arms., for before them 
As as the garden of Eden^ andhehind thtm as the 
defolate /ijjildtr^nefsy the fpirit of the Americans 
is ftill unfubdued. I hope, and firmly believe, 
you never will conquer the free fpirit of the 
defcendants of Engliftimen, thus exerted in an 
'honcft caufe. They honour and value the blef- 
Voi.. I. L fings 

You have the ground you encartipon j and you havejjo 
more. The caiuormcnisof your troops and your domi- 
.nions aj-e exactly of the fame extent. You Iprcad de^oaf- 
. iation^ but you do not enlarge the fphere of authority. 
Letter from Edmund Burke, Efqj to the Sljcriffs cf 
^Briftol, diited Apnl 3> ^777' Brillol cd, p. 25. 
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fmgs of liberty, and arc determimd to £2v ^i 
dtefreemtn^* notwithilandujg the vain ^efforts 
4!)f every aAitrary power in £ttrope* Jt is a 
foolilb attempt to think of oon^uerisng and 
^holding the imfnenfe tetTitory oif Nort|> AoFie. 
Tica, when the whole country is ts^ikc^ a^a^nft 
tjs, TTie Mifliflej argties in a riffling mjannipr 
an the Spueh on the dticijhi gpoJ cmfitqumnfs 
from events wily in thcipiowinceof New York. 
They do not ppovc .<hat we :flial4 iijibdtte Vir- 
*glnla, or either 0/ the Ca;coJin4S. Succefs in 
•tvvo or .three battks<>rliqges canixot cpncWde 
for the fiaal fucccfs of a v»ar, fo extenfive ^- 
rcady, fo greiatjy ^soroplicated. 

As tc^ the Jw«Jw/A?7A/y «/ /-'^ifi/ projpiveciexJ pf 
iwthi^ Spcsch^ the very idea i3^bJW<l, be^^iinic 

I — - •- I - ' • ■ - 

• 'If tiiere be-ooir fag$i vn the world pejf^ft^ dcsM> 
it is this, " Tkat thedifpofttion of the people of Ante- 
*^ rica is -wiioUy averfe to [from'] any other than afi^cfi 
«< govcrnmetH:.'' Paige 55. 

J Thiey we coatiixuaUy" boafting of tuf^nrntJ^f st 
<aliing for it. But befiore this unanimity can be mat- 
ter either of wiih or congratulation ^ we ougiit to be 
pretty fure, tiut we nre engr^ged in a ratioiral -ptrrfwit. 
Phrenzy does not become a lighter diftempcr xm ac- 
count of the number of thole who may be infefled 
with it. Delufion and weaknefs produce net on* mif- 
^hie;f the lefs becaufe they arc univerfai, 

I^etter from Edmund Bui'ke, Elq; to the SWi^ 
of Bf ft.>i. P 3S. 
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^SnipblfeMe, While the prcfent fyftem of injuf- 
tlce and bpjSrefflon Is purfued. The Americin 
Mr2Lt his be^it dectared by fevcral gentlemen in 
this Hcufe ta be iVnjuft, and unconft?tutiona1 
la its firft principlCj and, ?f pcrfifted in, nc- 
ceflarily to bring on our ruin. We hav^ 
neither force to conquer, nor ftrengfh to 
maintatn fUch extenfivc conqucfts, if we cpulj 
at prefent fucceed, if wd could continue, by every 
bafe coiTl{)!iance and faorifice of national ho- 
nour, to pcrfuade our ancient open enerKyy and 
pf-df^nt falfe f/riencf^ FraJnce^ to wear the po- 
lit?carl rtiaBc of amity, and' preferve a precarious 
peace* France fecretFy exults, when Ae fees 
our brave countrymen turning their victorious 
f\^ords into their own bowels. 

Our fituation^ fir, is become truly critical 

The conftitution of this country iaat hotp^ 

'fcpped' by bribery and coiruption. On the 

L 2 ether 

• ■ • . ■■ ; .1 

f The; grwt Duke of Marlborough, k^ ^ Jetter to 
fjwccn Anncy ftiy?, « It i^ not my opinion onIy» but 
**> thd opinion of all nUmkbd, that \ht fnendJfJip of 
*< France muft needs be defti-u<Sliv(J lo youp Majcfty t 
** there bein^ in that court a root of enmity irrecQ/f*> 
*• cfUoMetoyour Majeflfs goverfiment, and'tbereli^io.u^ 

An Account of the Con(Iu6t of the Dowager 
Dvi<:lieis of Marlborough, Pa^ a 5 3. 
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other fide Ac Atlantic it is affkiled bf 
violence and force of zrms^ Xhp too, fa- 
tal fuccefs in this devoted Jiatioii is very 
^evident, but in the new world, I tru((, as a 
friend to mankind;, that all the dcfpotic mea- 
fures of a tyrannical adminiilratlon will prov^ 
ineffeftuaU U cannot be too often held 
out to minifterial folly and obftjnacy, that if 
is impolBble for this ifland to conquer and 
hold America, They a/e determined and 
united. Your fleets m?iy indeed every year 
^arry horror through all their coafts. Your 
urmies may poflefs fornc fea-.port towns^ buf 
the numerous^ and greatly i^acreafing, people 
.of the provinces will jetixe into the intericvr 
part?, of which you have al/eady had fome 
experience. Peaceful towns and villages vfcilj 
cover their fruitful plains, and liberty fix her 
blefl abode among them, the unmojefted, happy 
inhabitants rejoicing jhat they are procul a 
jfove^ procul a fulmine, 

I heartily agree^ fir, wit.h the § noble Lord 
in the amendment propofed ; but I go farther, 
.and my opinion is, that if we expeftto favethe 
empire, to preferye even for a ibort period, 
Canada or the Weft- Indian iflands, or to reco- 
^ ^__ vcf 

,§ Lord John Ca.cnd fli. Member fSfYoiJf;* 
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iref any p^rt of the immenTe territory we have 
lately loft, we muft recall our fleets and ar- 
xnies, immediately repeal all the a£ls injuria 
ous CO the Americans pafled fiiKe 1763, and re- 
llore their charters. We may then, if thty 
will forgive^ and can irufi «j, treat with them 
en juft, fair, and equal terms, without the 
idea of compulfion. In this way only can ai 
foundation be laid for the reftoration of peace,, 
internal tranquillity, and unity to this con^ 
uulfed^ and difmembered empire. 
^^^^ L 3 Votes ' 

f Sir William Draper fays, " that this country is 
** cGnvuIfed in every pdrt by anonymous, wicked, and 
** incendiary writers.'' Locke is of opinion, that 
»< oppreJJioH is the great cauie of chvil commotiony^ and 
furely rank, foul afts of opprejjion have been frequent 
for many years throughout this empire. The Knight . 
of the Bath being himfeif a fine, a very fine writer, . 
attributes, in my opinion, too much to the influence of 
fine writing, perl^aps even of his own very fine writ- 
ing, for the body of the people are more ufefully em- 
ployed than in the perufal ot polite, elegant authors. 
ne people do not read very much, nor reafon clolely 
on every occafion, but they always^Jfj-/ juftly. Sir 
WiUiam, having iheathed the bloody fword, and bid . 

Farewcl the neighing ftced, and the fhrill trump. 

The fpirit-ftirring drum, the ear-piercing fife. 

The royal banner, and all quality, 

Fride, pomp, and circumllance of glorious ^uoar^ 

bhakefpeare. 
brondiijies ihe peaceful t^qw, frills oceans of ink, and 
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The Bi» to^rwpdwer His MbjeflV i^ fcGvft^ 
and dcttairt Per<biis '€lia»<gfetf With, or fufpeft^d 
ofv th^ CrStti* ^f High Treafoflj comwkt^d- 
ih North AmirkHi* dr on tt» H^h 8«w, or 
the Grime tf Pi#a«y^ wa? rwrf th^ thrrd time ; 

lin<l 

- -I - - - - • I i ■ • ■ ' — 

amufes himfelf in tuiNnor to ^ delicate ear fmooth and 
mielodintfs periods. He never wAs tlie mites gloriofus^ 
bat ^jcdf*mod€py d«i» not m.^kt him ne^con^ftl th6 
ctbligation he confece ei^ fuaBlcjiid l^y his vvlraingCi Dor 
eoote-Rt himfelf with anonymous iiterary applaufe. 
'Lociccf, iwi/f j^f/j^-tVjrc^rdleisof daffictipraife, intent 
•nly on fervlng mankind^ paflbd his lift in deep rt- 
fearchesronceming the "Hurtian Underftanding," and 
*•• Civil Gbvernmem."" He does not quhe a^ree *Aith 
Stf WiHitim. He tell* il*?, *^ people arc not fo eaiily 
•* got otit of their old fbrms^ as fome arr apt to fug- 
•* gtft. They are hardly to be prevailed with, to- 
♦• amend the ackno^viedged fanhs, in the frame thtjr 
•* have been acttifttmcd to. Great miftakes in the ra- 
** ling partSy many wrotig and inconvenient laws, and" 
•' all tire flips of human fraiky, will be borne l^ fA» 
** ^eJifU without mutiny or mtnintit. But, if a XtXL^ 
** \x'mx\ of abiifcs, prevarications, and artifices, all 
*« lepdiTi*: iht fame way, make tl>e defign vifibl* to tbi' 
*' feofUy and they canrtot btJt/ire'/, what they He under,, 
** and fte whither they are going j it is not tb be woA- 
** dered that they Aould then tou^ themftlves, and «r- 
*' dea'vour to put the rult intt fuck hantis, 'oubicb fnajt 
** fetteri to them tht tndSy Jor <a:hkh gviurnmeitt n^mf 
«* atfiyfl ir€&edr 

lockt of ClvU Cotemmcttt^ bock II. ch. \y 
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misn fngroibd Claufe w:is i^de^^ by the . 
Houfe, to the BiUy by vifwy of i^y^r^ 

Mr. Witi^i (M^ 
Mr. Speaker, 
I cannot continue filent while the fate of fo 
important a BiH ajl thti prefent is depending 
hefore thia Houfe. Adnfiiniftration at firfl: 
brought in tUs BiU in a form, which gave a> 
very general and juft alarm to the city, to the 
nation. If it had paiTed in that fbrm^ in my 
opmion the whole kingdom woM have been 
put under an infetdtB of law^ The perfon^t 
liberty, of every man in this iHand had bee» 
precarious antf infccure, depending folely on 
tbe will of the minlfter* The fpiritof the 
Bill in its original ftate was opprefiion and ty- 
ranny through evtry part of the empire, In 
this flate the Bill has continued till this day ^ 
By the patriotic «eal of an t honourable gen»- 
ttenun of the law, a cJaufe has juft been of- 
feredy and adupted by way of Ryder ^ as it la 
called in tMs flige of the Bill, which gives 
peace of mind, and fecurity in fome degree, 
to every fubjeft refident in this kingdonv, for 

pcrfons under this defcription are at length de- 
L 4. ciarcd 

t John DunuiiTgj Efcij Member fgf Calnc. 
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clarcd not to It the objects of tliis BiH. f t- 
fpeak of the claufe. Sir, even as pretended to' 

I I r • " '• I 

t In Mr. Burke's Letter to the Shfeiiff^of Uriftol ir 
IS faid, " the main operative regulation of theaft is to 
** fiifpencf the common law, and the Itatute, Habeas 
'* Corpus, (the fole Tecuriiies cither for liberty or juftice). • 
** with regard to all thofe who- have bfen out of- the' 
** realm, or on the hi„^h feas, within a given time. 
** The reft of the people, as I underftand, are to con- 
** tinue as they ftood before. 

" I confefs, gentlemen, th^t'this appears to me, as 
** bad in the principle, and far worii; In its confe-- 
<* feqiience, than an univerfal fofpenfion of the Habeas 
** Corpus aA$ and the limiting qualification, inftead of 
•* taking out the Jfing, docs in my humble opinion 
*' Jharpejt ZK\A ennjinom it to a greater degree. Liber- 
*^ ty, if I underftaod it at all, is* a general principle^ 
'* and the clear right of all the fubje6ls within the 
" realm, or of none. Faitial freedom feems to me a 
•* !Do(^ invidious mode of flavcry." p. 1 5. 

When Mr Dunning moved the claufe of limitation^ 
he iaid that he meant to take the fting out of the Bill as 
to all the people of Great Britain, whom he JulHy repre- 
lentfrd as exceedingly alarmed at the fufpenfion of the 
Common Law and the Habi as Corputy at the temporal y 
lofs of ihofe bulwarks of the conftitution, which Mr. 
Burke' admits to he the fole fee urities either for liberty or 
jitfiice. "The city of London had petitioned the Houle of 
Commons on the 14th of February, and declared, that if 
the Bill (hou!d pafs into a law, // injould create the 
greateft uneajinefs in the minds of many of His Ma-- 
Jeffs good fuhjecls, and tend to exeite the mofi alarming 
dtjiurbances, &c, &c, therefore earncfily befeeckii/g the 
Hohfj that the faid Bill mefy not pafs into a La-iv; •»• 

at 
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fce aiftcndcd by an J hf)nour&ble gentleman <mP 
the trcafury bench. His words hpwever, Sir,^ 
cut of the realm^ arc too loofe and ambiguous^* 
by no means defer iptive enough of the per- . 

fons / 

itt leafi to taite fitch care As i/r tbetrnmphm mayfeein 
taeet, to frequent it from being ext ended y ia its operation 
or conftruStiottf to any of His Majejiy^ s fuhjeSls refident 
in tbefe kingdoms. The great with and effort of thole 
gentlemen in oppofition, who attended their duty in Par- , 
Jiament, wi:8 to have thrown out the Bill, and thereby 
ixtcd every (ubjeft of the empire from- the ten'orsof the 
arbitrary power propofed to be vetted in the prefent ad- 
miniitration. V/hen that was found impraclicr.hle after 
repeated trials in every ftagc of the Bill, they exerted 
themfelves, and happily ibcceeded in^ delivering mott of . 
the inhabhants of Great* Britain, His Majefty^s fubjeSs 
r^uUnt in tbefe kingdoms^ from the fangs ot' a cruel mi- . 
niilry. To them the nation is indebted for the prefent 
peace and feciirity of its capitil^of this great feat of em- 
pire, of this whole iftand. Are they now, inftead of bein^ 
thanked, to be harfhiy told by thole, who did not attend 
their duty in Parliament, that they have done mifchief, 
that, fo far from taking out tbefting^ they have Jbarp- 
ened and en*venomed it to a greater degree ^ that thty 
ought to have futfercd fo wricked an Aft to have bcert 
tusiverfalySLTid to have extended to Great Britain as well 
as America? Arc they now to be reproached by thole, 
who would not join in the miniiVerial attack, that the 
Aft hfartAJorJe in its confequence^ when by their ge- 
nerous (liuggles, and glorious viftory, it can have no . 
confequence whatever to the mott important pare of the 

. empire ? 
J Charles Wolfran Cornwall, Efqj Mcnjber for 
Winchelfea, a Lord of the Treafury. 
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ftns) who Iff d^cldred by adminiftnctlbit* nor 
ckfigned to be theebje^ of the BiH, The 



BUC 



empire > Were tliiey M Havo ik^rifiitf^ tis fiU Jeeymtus' 
titberfor liberty or juftice for themfelvcs, for the whole 
Hiand, te^a fpeculatisny that foftial friedoM 'was Of 
fMoft invidious mode ofjlanjety ? Mr Bufke' jbdge* 
better for his friends, the twor Sher?fFd of Bri(h}l H^ teilr 
them in this Tetfev, *«I ncvt^ vetituarcd to put y6yaxfoIktin' 
Urtfswi^onJ^'teulafinjegroimdsJ*^ ]>. 48. f have not heard' 
of anyanfvo^rto thi« fetter from erther of the Sherfflfeof 
Briftoly <« thai bonefl, we?l-orrfered, tirfuoiTs city,- » 
•♦ peophe tvho piieferve more of the cn%?nal Engfift. 
•* fi/npfici?y, ^fiit purify vf tttamtets than peiiiapsf any^ 
^ other." p. if), A^ to the Briihsl Sheriffs nSisas ol^' 
^finfotid iutereftsy I take it for granted fhar they ex-* 
aftly coincide i^ith thofe of the Sheri'^fsr of Londowj thw 
AWermeii Plurahe and Thoraa«. They weH know 
their o«vn yc/«/ intefefs^ and certarinTy pi oceed npow 
Jfttulative grounds elfentiafll'y difEkmnt, both m natuiit 
and extent, from thole of Mr. Burke* Their J^eeu^ 
lotions do not extend beyond Exchangee- AUey^ M»r 
Bnrkd's angef gen'ma takes in 

The beiuilphere of earth in cleaieft ken.- 

MlL»TdN. 

I wiU afnfwer for moft City Sheriffs, whether of Lon>f 
dm or Brijlol, at' leait for the pre&nC London. SberiffSr 
that they attend \o (heir ^vrnfoUd intctefts \ and '<haT« 
** never fr«ubfed their underflandidgft >vith ^eeala^ 
*^ tsons concerning the unity of empire, and the identity 
c( M d^ftin^tioft ^ of l^iilative powersb-^* p. 54. Thei# 
ffefultttiom however ai'c neither paitial, nor narrow* 
Theyy^f^ji/er/^ea every thing, on \he Omnium witlv 
wondeffvl imelligence and fagacity. If they do not 
heftutiiulljf teoraiLse oA< tlui' frail aad &veriiiit beings 

thfijr 
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Bill Is profeiStd' to rolate-Ml^ to <M»f3it cAOs^ 
mitte^in North AmerM^a by p^rfons aAuaJlf 



fO- 



thty caicohtfe ^kli afnaiiUg ^xBfthtfs the great uncer- 
tpifify of .^n«jfM» //jTr, fend tifc m<>ft imtotitff ikg^ef* of 
the probability of its cominvante wetv^Jry o()fp«i rf' 
their J}>eculi2iions. Nor are their jpecutationt conivK4* 
to atty f'aftiftn, or infitteflcw! by the blind 2cal of party. 
Wb^ sieU Tories* conrticni tml pitridtSi txe iitaltl^' 
ferent to them, 7is to life oMiuitie^, zx^driajirfionofyfaj"' 
«rf«/x. They even wifli to unite them— in z joint fecuriiy* 

But to return to the argument of the partial fufpen- 
ffon of the Habeas Corpus, Is a man voIiHiti4rily 
t« {\]bmit tD 4b« c€nfljigmtion of his owti HwelHng^^ 
heule, bctdofe fame difhtit btrildings of his $fe in^ 
dttngv «f^ being burnt? I* d phyfician to give iJp' 
every idea of preferring the head or the h*art, from ft* 
belief thttt fiicheiktrcmities as the hands of the feet are In- 
aki alarming ftate ? Is he to ^dtttvdur no cifre, becjltifc 
he cannot ihtea)! his patiettts ? If we cannot befiow the 
god^ke gfft oi'imi'tferjhli we ought furely to pst^pattidf^ 
frfedim, Whett the mihoriiy found it impoflSble to redeem' 
frtrnJUtvety ih* wboleemp^rev they fa ved tfce moft valoa- 
We pQft. They neWy ftj ugglerf, and ftfcceeded for ti« 
on thf$ fiiie t&e Atlantic. 1 will tnift the fons of Ame-- 
rica to their own tirtue and prowels, by which 1 hat^ 
&o doubt of their being fiftdtiey faved\. 

Wliat mode vffia'veryy however, partial freedom eon' 
fiem to anyman^ I freely own I do not gifefs. Ho^paftiat 
freedom to fome can Ijc f/je mofi tn-yidtous mode qfjlavery^ 
to others, is beyond my comprehcwiton. Yet I can coh-' 
tt\\'^paniaifretJom in ftjmc may make the foft of ^ibertj^ 
more regretted, more Iharpfy fclt> by others* Amof»^ 
aU the diffcrctrt %ecres of Jlavetj^ under which fhe 

infirlttd 
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ftfiitnt iti that quarter of the globe. Gtnti^^ 
inen, however, on a tour of bufincfi to Ire-' 
Jand, or of plcafure to France or Flandersy 
or even on a flfliing party on out own coaftt 
beyond low-water mark, arc acknowledged ta- 
ht 9tit of the realm^ and may be brought with- 
in the afl, even as it now flands. An open- 
ing is ftill left for public, or private, revenge and 
opprcflion to operate. The expreffion there- 
fore 

lofulted race of man has fuiFeredy ^tfr/ia//r£^^««r bar 
not hitherto been clafled, nor did they ever befoi* 
accord in fuch friendly, harmonious unifonas they are 
now found by the Sheriflfs of Briftol. 

Mr. Burke fays, ««I have not debated againft thl» 
•' Bill in its progrefs through the Houfei becaufe it 
** would have been vain to oppofe, and impoffible t9 
*' correa it/* Page 18. The BilJ^ and the Minifter^ 
were both well correSed by Mr. Dunning. *' I cannot 
'' confcientiouHy fupport what is againft my opinion* 
•* nor prudently contend wiih what I knoutr is trrtjifii-' 
•* hie, Preferving my principles unfliakcn, I refer<v§ 
*' my aBi'viiy for rational endeavour i,''^ Page 19. Wa» 
the Court faftion more determined to carry the Ame* 
rican High Treafon^ than the Ci'vil Ltfty Bill? Wat 
the firft knoiun by Mr. Burke to be more /rr^i^/^ than- 
the laj} F Yet his efforts againft the latt Bill were great 
and laudable, although not fuccefsful. He did, ac-< 
cording to the words of the Preacher y Ecclcfiafiti^ ch. 6. 
V. 10. nobly contend fivitb^kim that nvas migbtier than tg 
•--the Lord North. It was a rational endea^vour. Why 
was not the fiune rational endeavour Qjitiicd agalndthe 

American * 
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for^ ought rather to have been eui of Eunpe^ 
.than out of the realm ^ if the former words^ 
inoyed by my honourable friend, in fame or one 
ef If is Majefys colonies before- mentioned^ or on 
the High SeaSi were reje^ed, , Rut wby. Sir, 
^rc words fo dear and explicit to be changed, 
pnlefs for fonve. dark purpofe, which dares not 
\}C avowed ? 

This new claufe:. Sir, has happily narrow- 
.cd the objeft of the Bill, but in :no degree; 
liarrowed the jproof^ or the nature of the evi- 
dence neceflary. I fliall therefore give the 
Bill my hear,ty negative, for I will never con- 
/ent to encreafe the enormous power of the 
crown at the expence qf the freedom of th« 

fub- 

American High TreafonBMl? JVIr. Dunning's rationed 
endea^vour ilicceeded, and fie need not bhjb for his poli- 
tical company, p. 70. The prefervation of propeity in the 
'(^iiil Lift Bill Was furely not a confideration of equal 
importance with the prefervation.of perfonal liberty in 
the American High T^reajon Bill. There can be but one 
,jfule of condua en thefe occafion*. Watch every opp 
portunity of being ufeful, at no moment dcfertthc pub- 
lic caufe, and of thofe c.vil^, which you cannot pre- 
vent, ftrive to leflen the magniiude, and coiTeft the 
malignity; "not that I think it fit for any one to rely too 
.** much on his own underftauding, or to be filled witji 
.** a prefumption, not becoming a chrifiian man^ in hijS 
,*< own perfonal ftability and reftitud:." Page 63. 
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€f^^tA. I vAW not arm ndinifters' wiCb an ursi 
conftituttottal power, dangerous to Che pe6{>]6» 
In the Preamble to the BIIJ rt Is (kid, ** Many 
•* perfens have been feiated and taken^ whe' 
«* are exprefeiy charged^ or Jirongly Aifpedled 

'♦*of fach 'I'rcafons and Felonies^ and many 
»* more fuch^pcrfons may be hereafter yS fefzed 
'^ and taken." In the firfi ena£iing claufe of 
the Bfll, and throughout, the vfovAJIronglj \% 

-omitted, and the ffighteft fuf^lcion may war- 

<rant the commitment. The words are, •* All 

'** and every perfon or perfons, who ha\re been, 
•* or Ihall hereafter be feizcd or taken in the 
♦* aft of High Treafon, committed in arjy of 

•** His Majofly*s" cokj^ifes or piarvtations irt 
*♦ America, or on the high feas, or in the aS: 
** of Piracy, or who are, or fliall be charged 
** with, or fufpietid of^ the crime of High 

^« Tr^oa, 0Qn;uniti«4 i« JMiy of the faii w^ 

^Upnies^ or on the Ifigh fisas^** It i» tfaere-^ 
fore apparent that a nun preUnif^ fuj^icton^ or 

iboli^ iQFedulity) or ^et^rfluned vSlhiny, m » 
wretched, ignorant, mercenary too! of a mini-> 
fiffriaJ m4giftratc, m^y ffiU rfin^cr the gbjeas of 
tbh ^1> wli9 are the inhdbieants of sfbove half- 

?thci ernphr^ IfeWp to imprifgnment. Th{s Im- 

j>rlfpD«M?«* 
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•pritbnmentKkewffets to hewithpuiidiUrmmn'm 

f^i%ey (or tbai ert^ltyw^s fttjj dcttrmmcd to be 

•e^^endfed hy the eommtttee, natwitbiandmg rh6 

JiUBiSDe iBotion ^of 'Pay irotthy f coileague to 

Joave exult d^ofe •obiipjiiottf words. 1 hese is net 

4 fyl^9kk in the BAll^af iheidegreeisf prolMbility 

»tre)R(A»ng ilw fufpuhn, Tbc Blil, gKaly 

^whokM a) it has been^ does noceyen itotv re- 

iquire an oath^ nor that the parties il^ouTd be 

heard ^n tbciif ott^i) )tiftificii|i^, por jconfnont^ 

«c4 wi|h tbe wfttnci&9» mur^oes jt mertton tbat 

lidup wimefib (bonM bn deemed neaelTary for 

;tbe coloui^Ie grouvd ictf a^oosmnilanent for fo 

bigb 4 crhn^ d6 Ti-et&o in AtneirtCB^ xt« the 

law b mx>t3)er ca&switbiti theicingdotn. le it 

.^offibltt. Sir, to give more defyo«ic powefB to 

ji:baflBawiofthe TnAaStL^xo^Mi Wlhat feeiifi- 

ty^.w Jeft fer «bc ^bf/^cod. fobje£ia of this $i}l 

4{iMnftdte msUceof a fyrej^ioed iffdi<vidua}9 

a wicked wagiftnate, iMho, if>he is^-p rofeeuted 8<^ 

^tei:ward» for fa fligrant'ftnAuftof p^vi^er, vrttl 

^ewajnty beindemmfie^^ probably rewarded by 

A moft arbicron-y atfrmniftraftion f Actions may 

Indeed W fought agakiftche offender, but we 

fcno# 

■ 111 ) 111 1 1 1 HW I ' ^' H W M » '' il»l fU l' J W"M| I^^^ H ^ 1 

^ .Mr. Serjeant Glynn, Member for MIddUfe;;. 
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4^ow all damages recovered, however great, 
.arc paid by the peapU^ not by the party. Eveu 
jn the cafe of Petit Treafon^ by an exprefs ail 
.of Edward the Sixth, no perfon can be con- 
victed, but on the oath of two Jufficient and 
/^tf^^tt/ witnefTes, orconfeiSou, wUAngly^ with- 
out violence \ fo carefuU Sir^ were our wife an- 
•ceftors of prote^ng the liberty of the roean* 
.eft fubjeft. 

This cafe, fir, demands our ftrifleft attentt- 
: on and vigilance from what we daily experi- 
ence of the conduAof thofe underling ofEcers 
.of every minifter, who traffick and deal out: 
juftice, under the. colour of legal -magiftracy. 
There is now, fir, adually in Newgate an 
American merchaat, named Ebenezcr Smith 
Platy who {lands committed fo lately as the 
23d of laft January, charged with High Treafon 
at Savannab in the cplmy 0/ Georgia in North 
.America. He is committed by .the well known 
Judice Addington, and^ ^s I am informed, 
.was not allowed to fee any of the witneiTes 
.againft him, nor even to hear their affidavits 
^xead. He had before been tried on the fan:\e 
^charge at Kingfton in Jamaica, and acquitted. 
4:ney.er ikw him, but I have read an attefted 

cppy 
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<CDpyt of the warrant of his commitment* 
He is charged generally with High Treaforiy 
Avhich I take to be an illegal commitment. I 
tlo not pretend, Sir, to a deep knowledge oF 
the law. I have only the attentive reading oF 
a private gcnileman. I build my legal faith on 
fome known and approved authorities, a Black-- 
Jloniy a Burntj and a very few others. Thofe 
authors agree, that every warrant of com- 
mitment ought to fet forth the czufe fpeciallyy 
that is to fay, not for treafon or felony in ge- 
neral^ but for treafon in compafliTig the death 
Vol. I. M of 



t To the Keeper of His Majefty's Gaol 

of Newgate, or his Deputy. 

Middlefex. \ Theft are in His Majcfty's name to 

to wit. /authorize and require you to receive into 

your cuftody the body of Ebenexer Smith 

Plat herewith lent you, charged before me 

.upon the oaths of Richard Scriven and 

Samuel Burnet with High Treafon at Sa- 

'vanffab in the Colony of Georgia in North 

.America^ and you arc to keep him fafc 

untill he (hall be delivered by due courfe 

of law, nnd for fo doing ^is fhall be 

■your Warrant. 

Given under my hand and (eal this 2 3d 
idaj of January 1777. 

W. Addincton. 

U S. 
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of the Icing, or levying war againft. Hi? M«- 
jcfty in the realm, or counterfeiting the king's 
coin, or felony for {leading the goods of fuch 
a one to fuch a value, and the like. A court 
may then judge, whether the offcace is fuch, 
for which a prifoner ought to be admitted t6 
bail. If then a judice living in the capital, 
under the immediate eye and d'lrcStion of mi- 
nifters, is guilty of fuch an illegal commit* 
ment, what is not to be dreaded from the bafe 
engines, and flavifh tools, of power in the moire 
remote counties ? Is it pofiible, fir, for too great 
caution to be ufed by enforcing in the body of a 
Bill, which is to fufpend the Habeas Corpus ad, 
the neceflky off an Cfltb^ of tpi^ %vitnej}is to the 

chare**, 

■^ — ■■■ ■ ■ ■ ! ■ ■ ■ I ■■■! lip I . I l !■ . L I . ,i 

f The.abufe of power in the illegal treatment, which 
Mr. Wilkes cxperiencjed in hi« own pcrfon in April 
17631 gave additipnal energy to his reaibning, and 
pointed twtxy -argument. Tba'e was no accufation 
9n (ugih agai»^ km9 either before the iirft warrant of 
apprehenfioDy or the conmitmcjit to the Tower. He 
^Afos mt admit Ud to fee any oife of Ms accufers^ or fwit^ 
mtjf£5n His Speech in the Ho^fe of Commons on the 
lirft day of the Aibfequcnt Seflion, Nov. 15, 1763, 
A' tes the enormity of the proceedings againlt him io 
fully, that I (hall give it ent.re. 
Mr. Spef^kei', 

I think it my duty to Uy befo<« the Houfe a few 
fa£ls^ wfaick have «ccita«dfi nee our lad meeting, be^ 

cajrfe^ 
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itiiargfc, andof .tWf i^being cQnfronui wtthth% 
M « The 



f^awff, in my humble opinion, ^bidh 1 (hatl alway« 
(fubinit to t^is .Hov(e, the \\^x.% of ^I tbe Comnpo^t 
.•of ^nglaiKl> ^D.d l;he. privileges of Pajrii^mftut, 4iave 
in xny^peifon^efgD highly violated. I (l^ail >t>fu-ere|it 
•f:o;tltfint i?\y felf >vith 'barely ftating thcfy^s, and leave 
^^the made jpf proweding to the y«ifdo«n Af rhc Houfe. 

Ori.the 3qth of April in thc-moiaiing I vi^as 'mad« 
^9 prifoner in fny own boufe by fofne of the King's 
on^ilenjgers. J dem$ind^d hy vh;it authority they 
^Qi:cj^ llwir yf»y into my room, and was (lu;wn a 
.w^r^'^nt ifllied, wjithqutoatlt, by JLord Halifax, Secre- 
.tary of State, in which Jio pcdpn was nainfcdin |)arti- 
iCuUr, but generally ^hc** authors, printers, gnd pub- 
. *' UOnrrf, of a ieditiou« and trt^fpnabie paper, entitltd 
^' thcA#r/A;5W/p#, JVtf..45/' Thc^meffeng^rsinAfted 
^n my 'going before Lord 'Halifiui^^ whidh I abfolutely 
^refui'ed, becaufe I knew the warrantwds illegal. I 
applied by ^ny ^friends 4o the -CouFt of Cqmmon Pleas 
if or a Haheof Corpus ^ which was granted, but as the 
}proper office wa$ oiot ihep open, it could not immedi- 
•atcly ilTue, I was afterwards carried by violence be- 
-ffore lh«'Eai4sof Egremont and Halifax, whom I in- 
-^imod cf the orders given by the Court of Common 
Pleas >for a Habeas Corpus, and when I was ordered 
^intD another apartment I enlarged on this fubjc^ a 
confid^rable <ttme toMr. Wxrbb, the Solicitor of the 
TreaAiry« / ivas confronted <wiib no witne/s, nor did 
J fei any .accufsr. I was carried -to the Tower by 
•tvirtue of another warrant, iAued likewife nvitbout 
f^atfi, whic)i declared me ** the authrr, and piiblifher 
.<<<^.of '3 <moft. infamous and feditiotts libel, entitled the 

♦* Nsrfh 
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The cafe of P.V/f, Sir, give$ us an inftanee 
of another violation of the law, an evafion of 
the Habeas Corpus zc\^ that holy ftatute, which 
minifters hold in abhorrence, and are now al- 
lowed 

'* North Brit on f No. 45." The word trea finable wa« 
dropped. I was however with great ftriftnefs detain- 
ed a clofe prifoner, and no perfon fuflfered to come ne^ir 
rr^e for aJmoft three days, although my coitnfel aifd 
jieveral friends demanded admittance, in order to con- 
cert the means df recovering my liberty. My houfc 
was plundered, my bureaus broke open, by order of 
two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, 
and all my papers carried away. After fix days im- 
prilonment, I was difcharged by the unanimous judg- 
ment of the Court of Common Pleas, tbct. the pri'vi* 
iige of tbis.Houfe extended fa my cafe, Notwithltandt 
ingthis folemn decifion of one of the King's fuperi<*r 
couits of jufiice^ a few days after I was Jcrved with 
a Subpana upcn an Information ex hi hi ted ag^nft me 
in the King's i3ench, I loit po time m coni'ulting the 
bcft books as well as the greatcft living authorities, 
and, from the truell judgment I oDuld furni, 1 thought 
the ferving me with 9 Subpoena .was another violation 
of the privilege of Parliament, which I will neither 
defert nor betray, and therefore J have no.t y«t entered 
an appearance. 

I now (land in the judgment of the Houfe, fubmitT 
ting with, the utmoft deference the whole cafe to their 
jukice and wifdoro, and beg leave to add, that if, after 
this important bufinefs has in its full extent been ma- 
turely weighetl, you (ball be of opinion that I am en- 
titled to privilege, I ftiall then be not only ready, buf 
eagerly dcfirous 10 wave that privilege, and ta pm 
piyliilf upon a Jurj of my couutrym^n. 
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lowed in Knglaad to evade with impunity^ 
in AnriCrica, I fear^ to fuipend for very near a 
twelvemonth. Thehiflory of it is this. Plat was 
flrft confined to the Antelope for three months, 
then removed to the Boreas for four weeks, 
then carried on board the Palla?, and in her 
brought in irons to England. On her arrival 
at Portfmouth he was removed on board the 
Centaur for three weeks, then to the Barfleur. 
On the 4th of January I aft, an Habeas Corpus 
was obtained, dire<9ed to the captain of the 
Barfleur; but before it could be ferved, an ex- 
prefs was fent from tlie treafury by their folict- 
tor, and PAi/ was removed again to the Centaur 
before the Habeas Corpus could arrive at Portf- 
mouth. The return to that Habeas Corpus was 
thus eluded; but on his friends declaring that 
they were determined to ftte out another, Plat 
was at laft fent to the capital, and in the tllegar 
mode, which I have ftated, committed to New- 
gate, f I fpeak. Sir, in the hearing of many 
M 3 gen- 

t Mr. Plat was returned to the Judges at the Old 
Bailey, July », i777» as one of tlve "Middlelex 
** Prifoners upon orders," in the cuftbdy ol the 
Keeper of Newgate. ** No. 12. Ebene%er Smith Plat^ 
«' committed Jan. »j, 1777, by W, Addington, Efq; 

" charged. 
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gentlemet^ #Ko oogfat' to contfM& mty if F 
bav« advanced a {m^XtcirtXimSbktce^tfotknj^tfA^ 
ed fn (ntth. Can mintAefsi, Sir, trh«» afa cs^ 
paUe of thus- tranvpiiog^ on otir moft facttJ^ 
l^Wf^fcRe too) itaitowlfw^t^HcdvtoAg^ deeply fuP 
)}<e'<Se^ tod ftitmgTy guaitfe<d^agiiftit'?- Do ^ve 
not o\fe it td tite p(Opte to d«maMi €v0ty fe* 
cuiitf firtyfn the fanAian of aif oat^^ ftittfoni'' 
berof witneCesv c)^<^coAfitHyei^'of rhem iMiA-^ 
tho prifdKer, the hctiring hirft in fti^ dwft jdilf^ 
fication» arid othe# ^ircmnftiifkces^ df ^iel^ 
not the leift'tn«?e is «> l^ fduif^ id this ^riirti- 
lialy arbitrary Bill T la tht perffowariibenrty of 
the folj^ft to reft on the mm prrtemdedjkjpichn 
of a man, who aAs probaMy uTtdertbearderraf 
a profefitd mirrifterial agent, cv€» rtfady to make 
his oonrt to povsrer Uy the facrifice of public ' 
virtue aiid' innocence, wh»fe rnt^apa^ity per^ 
baps can only be equaMtd V^ bi&* mealRiers^ 
and ibrdid. tuft- ol gam? 

Ire^' 



*^ Burnet, vrith High Trearfon at Savannah. m tlieCo- 
" lony of Georgia in North Ameriea j- ordered m re* 
*• main on his commitment. Was on the 12th cfay^ 
•' of May taken by Habeas Corpus into Hrs MRJcfty'* 
** Couitcf King's Bench,. andre^andcxU' 
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I regret, fir, the rndecent rage, tlic frxtr^ 
▼agant madnefs, with which every meafure, 
and in particular the Bill in queftion, has been 
carried on againft the Americans. It preclude* 
(every poffibility of a reconciliation ^ fo ardent- 
ly to be wiflicd, AH the meafures refpeaing 
America, and this Bill in particular, as it 
was at firft brought in, bear the ftrongeft marks 
of a regular fyilem of defpotifm among our 
rulers. They originate from the latent, dark, 
allcontrouling power of the t man, tuha 
M 4 wants 



•f Mr. Pitt made ufe of this expreffion in the Howfe 
of Commons, fpeakmg. of th« EarlcfButi. Jumus 
f«y&, *' Lord Bufi wm net oi a tein^ )« rsliufui/b 
« pcijj$r, though he retired from emplojmtnt, Siipu- 
•* jations xsi'tr^ certainly made between yourOrsce [the 
?< Ditke of Bedford] and him, and certainly violated* 
'< After two years iUbmiifiony. ymi tbeogiit y<»^ had 
V coile£led a ftrength fufiicient tu coatrocl his infli»- 
«* ence, and that it was your turn to be a tyrant, be- 
•' caufc you had been a flave. When you found your- 
•' fclf miftaken in your opinion of yourgracioua maf- 
** ter*s finnnefs, dilapporntment got the better cf aU 
••your humble dUcretion, ^and carried you to an 
'• excefs of outrage iff his perfortj as diftanc from true 
•* fpirit, as from all decency and refpeft." 

In a note Junius addif, " the Miniftry having exv- 
** deavoured to exclude the Do^wager oMt of the Re- 
*• gency Bili| the Earl of Evte determined to 

DISMISS 
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wants wifdcm^ and holds principles incompaubli 
with freedom. Let us advert, fir, for a 
moment to the difference of two cafes in 
point, the fufpicion onfy of high treafon in 
America, and the a£lual charge of it here. 
A man only fufpeQedoi high treafon in Ame- 
rica, for indance, the giving aid or affiftance 
to the Congrefs, or to any of the King's ene- 
mies, may on coming over to England be^ 
committed to prifon, and by this Bill continue 
there without hail or wainprixej or being able^ 
to bring on his trial for near a year, till Ja- 
nuary I, 1778, to vrhich time this bill is to 
continue in force. In this kingdom a maa 
fufpeSfedy or even- a£bially charged with High 
Treafon in confpiring the death of the King^ 
or levying war in the realm, may have an Ha- 

heas 

•* DiSM-iss THEM. Upon this the Duke of Bedford 

•* demanded an audience of the ---, reproached 

•• him in pUin terms, with his duplicity, bafenefs^ 
" falfhood, treachery, and hypocrify,-- -repeatedly gave 
** him the lie^ aud ]e£t him in convulfions/* 

Junius, voL I. p. i7i«. 

When the King came out of the dbfet, His Majefty 
appeared in very great agitation, and faid to one of hir 
fcivants, "THE FELLOW has done every ibingbuk 
^'Jirike me:\ 
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lefts CorpjiSy and be bailed by the Court of' 
King's Bench. The fufpicion therefore of 
American treafon feems a deeper crime in the 
judgment of our prefent miniflers, than au 
overt 2l& of Englift, or more probably Scoitljk^ 
treafon, or rebellion againft his Majefly'jB 
perfon, title, crown, or dignity. It muft b^ 
thought, (ir, a deeper crime^ becaufe it is 
more grievoufly punifiied. Do we imagine 
the Americans will not retaliate, or do w^ 
vainly hope to intimidate them ? Their cauft 
IS good, and after all the idle tales of our lat^ 
vifionary fucceffes, the juftice of it muft in th^ 
end prevail. They are now nobly ftruggling 
wnder the fliarpeft fufFerings, but I trutt they 
bavefteady zeal and unwearied perfeverance. In 
all events,the firft moment of a foreign war ne- 
ceiTarily obliges us to withdraw our fleets and' 
armies. Every part of North America muft thca 
be free and independent. This Bill can only 
irritate> and will not intimidate. It will pro- 
bably be anfwered by a fpirited refolution of 
the Congrefs — Would to God, fir, the Britifh 
Parliament equalled that Congrefs of Heroe?^ 
that more than Roman fenate, in wifdom, ir> 

fortitude^ 
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fortitude, in lo^c of their country, itt uAcof^ 
tuptednefs, in public virlue \ 

The l^oind enabling claufe of the Bill, fir, 
Smpowers •* bis Ma}efty, by warrant under 
•* his fign mantiaf, to appoint one or more 
** places of confinenrent, wiihiti the realm^ for 
•* the ^uftodjr of fuch |)rifoncrs*, amd all and 
•* every magiflrate or magiftrates, having^com- 
^* petent authofny in that behalf, are hereby 
^« aUthorifed to cotfiittit fucb pei^fons as afore- 
^* faid CO (lich place or places of coitfinement, 
•* fo to be appointed, inftead of the cfomtnow 
** gaol.*^ This cUtffc n>ay ' operate lA a man« 
uermoreto be dreaded thait any banrflimcnry 
or confinement ^arf^/^e realm. A power, whicfis 
may be tbu^ grofsly abufcd,ought not to be truft- 
ed without reftridion to any man. A perfon 
0nly fufpeSled, pt pretended to be fo^ may be 
doomed to a damp and noxious dungeon, iii 
the midft of putrfd mar(hes, or on the moft 
fwampy coaft. He may be ftifted in a vaulr^ 
to whofe foul mouth m heahhfome air heaths 
in. I, fir, perhaps may at kjl htfufpeifed^ 
and poflibly it will not be a Jl'tght fufpici^- 
#»• I have formerly experienced an illegal. 
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but by thi$ Bill I majr be fent: to the gloomy^' 
u^e^ and dcfetts of ^le Nortb^xcn ch« bartefouah 
MigbUnds of StoibmJy or atnoil^ thc-bx^gsm 
in the dr^iiry Tj^i? tf BuHy froon i«Hofe ^tfirrs t 
am Air« I fiieiiM never retxtmy. dren av a tra^ 
miller^ mucli I<fs as a prifii^nerv It ibiK clauir 
. jfiganiouily meant, fir». a« a. new mode of res^* 
peopling that anc'ftnt^ ahtrnd^md k\n^omi 
. MuCh'bas Been (aid, fir^ both in the Com^ 
i^ittf e and in theHoii& aboor a DiSfatPTf andf 
hh eietenftve power^^ IMaaty peiriodfi of tto- 
R$man Hiftory have bceit Fttai^cd out to ut^ 
minutely enough^ and they have {urniflicd 0ia^ 
jly parallels. ComparHons between that vWtuoii» 
republic, sM^d tht^corTirptrYioiiardtyy are gene* 
]Qlly« in nry opinion, nscre hriiliant than kIMr 
more boauijrtil'than.j4ift. A Right fHoiforable 
GenCteman under the galkry has juft obftrved^ 
(hat jdov glorioua DeKverery Wtiiiaov 1 11^ 

was 

* Th« lawV'of England appb'rnts fmprffonmcnt f»r 
€uflodiam not //r pccnamj acknd vJsdgfts no ^ilv/r tmpri-' 
lonment, whereas I was kept with the moft extreme 
vigour. 

Algernon Sydney's apology m the day of bit* 
death. Page 173. 
•t Right Hg««. Henfij Svjmottc^Ccaiwfiyr Member &« 
Hdtdhura* 
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yf3i% ^ DiSfator here softer the fu/pin/hn of thi? 
Habeas Corpus A& in his reign. Should ther 
prefenc Bill for the fafpn^tm of that zSt pafs^' 
into a law, I (hall regard the noble Lord with' 
the blue ribband as the modern Dilator of 
this great empire, as poiTefied of the moft ample' 
and defpotic powers. The firft important zd£ 
of public bufinefd in the Roman Diffat^r was 
to'name his coadjutor in office, x\it Magijief 
Equituwy ov General of Horfe. If public gra- 
titude has any weight with the Dilator bere^ b 
am fure for fuch an office he will immediately^ 
fix his eyes on the § rK>bIe Lord at his right 
hand, who, to his immortal honour, with great 
and invincible courage, advanced and charged' 
the enemies of our -country at the head of the- 
Brttijb horfe. In one particular refpefting the. 
Dilator of ancient times, I dcfire to fct right 
a very J high Law-Officer among us. All the 
Roman magi ftrates were not, as be fays, fu*i 
perfeded by that creation. The Tribunes of the 
People^ but they alone, preferved their autho- 
rity, even under a DiSfator* 

It 

§ Lord Gearge Germaine, in 1759 Lord George 
Sackville. 

I Attorney-General, Edward ThuiloWjEiq} Mem- 
ber for Tamworth. •• ^ 
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• It lias.'been faitl, .fir, by another pcntTeriianv 
.who is likewifc in a fl great Law-Office, th^t 
jn this Houfe a difcontented party have ridi- 
culoufly given into a iont of Prophecy^ which 
4ias never beeci accompliihed, and that parti- 
cularly about a year ago it was the cafe of 
4he Right Honorable Gentleman, who fpoke 
lately under the gallery. It- is not I believe 
-very parliamentary to quote words fpoken in a 
former debate. But if that tnember's memo- 
ry goes to a frtfpkiry of one year, which has 
not been fulfilled, he will permit mine a fafr 
excurfion to another Prophecy of his own, 
fix years ago, which has been exz&ly veri- 
fied. His Propl4:y in this Houfc was, that 
if the violent meafures againft the Ameri- 
cans were perfifted in, the colonies, which 
formed fo great a ftrcngth to this kingdom in 
the reign of George II, vfq\i\A\yt dijjivered 
from the Britifli empire in the reign of George 
/IIL No Prophecy^ fir, ever received a more 
perfe(9facc6mplifhment. This gcnt!eman woh- 

won- 

/■ ■ ' - • 

II Solicitor- General, Alexander Wedderburnc, Efq| 
jMemher for Okehampton. i 

As for Mr. Wedderhurney there is fometbing about 
fflntf ivbicb even treacbery cannot trufi^ * 

• • • ' Junius, vol, 2« p, iSjf 
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•country. How dtqpiy crkninal he acid .otheic 
d)jiv<e 4>eeit ki ibe bniiigwig Us Pr$phs^ to pa6, 
J hope ttH3 Houfe wiU one day enqjuire* 

A very tn^inotiinvy «d>feivatioQ cf thefaoK 

geotUmsn wi the prefent debate, aanidid a v»- 

:ri&ty of heterogonciOju^ matter, it is hnpoffibk 

Sot me not <to iQention. He iias Jaughed at 

Mwv^fal bituvoUnu^ 9fid endeavoured -to ^« 

joonflirate d^e iiB(>offitiUty of its exigence. 

But* fir, be has only frven us the^iarrow, 

•^ontrafted, y^/^ ideas of h\s <iwn iieart, and 

his own ^ovntry. His fetitiments and his 

ieelings are confined to a very ifinall in^nifi- 

^ai>t. circle indeed. They are merely tC/^Mwiijft 

j^nd Stofiijh, H^ remarkf I ifaAvmiSted a>gcne- 

-^-al lod^gnaition in (his Hpufe. A<i £iigttflimasi 

^1ia3 idea9 jnftnitel-y more liberal apd enlarged. 

tHk heart expastds it&If^ aoid-iakes ip the^e- 

^eral «ood and profperitjr ofAankind. It 

feek 

• We muft be comrcrfam wirii the Scots in private 
JTife* .and .fih&rve.their principles of a£llng to «/, and 
^4to ea^Lothar s— - the chara£teriftic pnidcmx, thcfilfijb 
nationality t the indefatigable fiaile, the .per&veriiis: 
;«aiduiay, -die ewrl^ftiag pr^f^tflton pf a<il>f<re<t.and 
.fftoderate rei]but«>eRt* 

jAiniu$, Preface, p, 25* 
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teeh tiot ttie rancour, and difdains the injur. 
tice, of fuch a cruel, perfecuting Bill, as the 
-objeflof this day's debate. It forms the warmeft 
wifbes for the liberty and kappinefs of every in* 
dividual of this late flourifhingeoipire. Univer^ 
fal benevolence^ and a generous fpirit of huma- 
nity, have been jk> lefs the charaderiftics of 
the inhabitants of the Southern parts of this 
iQand, than Adt gfiod-nature, for mhkk fo» 
reigners have not even a same. I will on)/ 
add, fir^ that I think the moft beaiitjful fen*- 
tence of all aattquity is that, which was re*> 
ceived with fuch applaufe by the generous and 
free Ronian pcDple, and .an Englifh fenate 
will furely adopt agajnft every meafure of 
-opprei&on and cruelty^ hmojkm^ htpnani nibii 



tHB 
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THE PROTEST or 
THE EARL OF JBlNGDOlf^ 
Entered February 24, .1777, 

On the Journals of the Houfe of LorSs. 

Dtjfentient^ / , , . ; 

Jb I R S T, Becaufe I look upon this Bill, 
not only as a part of that fyftem of Colony- 
Governmenf, fo inimical to Civil Liberty, fo 
repugnant to the firft and fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Conflitutlon, fo ruinous in its 
meafures, fo (hocking to humanity, and fo 
jj^yerfe from that now exploded virtue of unl-- 
verfal benevolence^ but becaufe- 1 fee herein that 
iyftem coming home to ourselves, and with 

hafty 
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Jiafty ftcps pointing its dangers, cveH tfl- 
iirard^ the heart of the kingddni. 

Secondly, feecaufc the Bill itfelf is attended 
^ith powers fubverfive of and unknown td 
the laws of the land^ by apprehending perfons^ 
it may be, 6n groundkfs suspicion, by im- 
^rifoning perhaps the innocent, without the 
iifual and neceflai-y form of a fingle oath % 
and Hot tbo in the common gaol of the courtty^ 
bxit in whatever part of the realm, be it ever 
£> diftaiitj that perfecatiOn ihall think fit tc» 
adopt; 

TWrdlyi Becaisfe^ althdugh the Ryder^ 
which has been added by the other Houfe^ 
does in {bras degfee abate the rigour of thid 
har& arid alatmihg Billi yet it dots not fufl}- 
ticntly provide for the fccurity of his Ma}efty'$ 
loyal fubje6tsi the inhabitants of the Weft- 
India Iflands under its baneful operation j nayjj 
^ven any iadividual of thh couhtry^ who 
flidl venture oii the High Seas, if only td 
tnake the tour of the Hebrides, may become 
the dbjcA of fufplcidh, and the vidina of 
♦ttrtgeance. 

Vol. h N Laftly, 
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Laftly, Bccaufc the hour is come, if from' 
motives of policy only, that coercion to lenity^ 
Ihould give way. 

(Signed) 

ABINGDON.*' 

• 

* This noble Earl has been one of the inoft fteady 
and intrepid afTertors of liberty in this age. England 
has eflential obligations to the family of the Earl of 
Abingdon. When the Prince of Orange was at Exeter 
in great difficulties foon after his landing, when» 
" both the clergy and raagiftrates of Exeter were very 
** fearful, and very backward, when the Bifliop and 
•* the Dean ran away, and the Clergy ftood off," as 
Bifliop Burnet fays. Lord Abingdon came in and joined 
our glorious Deliverer. The fame ardour for free- 
dom glows in the breaft of his noble defcendant, with 
an alnioft unexampled fpiritand a£ltvity. The citizens 
of Geneva, as well as the people of England, dwell 
with plcafure on the praife of a peer, who has made 
the moft generous efforts fur them in the caufe of public 
liberty, and often facriiiced the pleafares and enjoy- 
xnents of focial life to their interefts. No gentleman 
was ever more formed to pleafe and captivate in private 
life than the prefent Lord libingdon^ or has been more 
deftrvedly, more generally efteemed and beloved. He 
poffefles true honour in the higheft degree, has generous 
fentiments of friendship, and to fuperior manly fenfe 
joins the mofl eafy wit, with a gaiety of temper^ 
which diffules univerfal chearfulnefs. It is impoflible 
not to be charmed with the happy prodigality of nature 
in his fayour, but every conlideration yields with him 
to a warm attachment to the laws and conftitution of 
England* 
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